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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of
faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated
as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new
beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he
is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or
destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ
the kingdom of God has come near.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE Wachet auf Ruft Uns die Stimme J.S. Bach
(Sleepers, Awake!)

WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).



https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

GATHERING HYMN

ELW #239 (8:00 a.m. only)

Hark, the Glad Sound!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT FOR ADVENT (Advent Wreath is lit)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

God of the keen blade,
which cuts the roots

of arrogant power:

you raise

voice of promise

in the dry lands of our desire,
children of faith

from the stones of the earth;
make us ready to receive

the Spirit and the fire of love,
wild and fierce and free;

through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.

Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR NOLAN LUKE ENCISO
(10:30 a.m. only—=8:00 continues on page 9) - SEE INSERT

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited for a time together.

Listen to the Word That God Has Spoken
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READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse).
Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to
harmony and peaceful coexistence.

' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
* The spirit of the LorD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
_ the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lorbp.
" His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
* but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
~ and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
’ Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
° The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
" The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
® The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
’ They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LorD
as the waters cover the sea.

' On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19

The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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Give the king your jus- ' tice, O God,
and your righteousness to | the king's son;
“that he may rule your ' people righteously
and the | poor with justice;
3that the mountains may bring prosperity ' to the people,
and the ! hills, in righteousness.
*Let him defend the needy a- ' mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor. R
May he live as long as the sun and ' moon endure,
from one generation ' to another.
SLet him come down like rain upon ' the mown field,
like showers that wa- ! ter the earth.
"In his time may the ' righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
'®Blessed are you, LORD God, the' God of Israel;
you alone do ' wondrous deeds!
1 And blessed be your glorious ' name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- ' men. Amen. R



READING: Romans 15:4-13

God'’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has
welcomed them into God'’s family.

* Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. ° May the
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, ° so that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

! Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. * For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors ’and that
the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles

and sing praises to your name”
'"and again he says,
“RGJOICG O gentiles, with his people”;
'"'and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles
and let all the peoples praise him”;
"? and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;

in him the gentiles shall hope.”

" May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways
and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ’
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” ” This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”

“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. - "Then J erusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were gorng out to him, ° and they were baptized by him in the River
J ordan confessing their sins.

' But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? *
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance ”and do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise
up children to Abraham. '’ Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

'"“T baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is
more powerful than I, and [ am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and ﬁre * His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00 a.m. only)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations. Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief'silence.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and
minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all
creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation
will mutually thrive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one
another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner
churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster
Response. In Myanmar and Thailand, grant good governance and bless efforts to build
tolerance and to protect the vulnerable. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of grief,
depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical
procedures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides.
In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for our Little Lamb Preschool community, for Mary and Cheryl who teach the Proud
Parrot class, and for these students and their families: Adeline, Ava, Ayson, Mattie, Cora, Dean,
Everleigh, Grayson, Jack, Logan, Millie, Murphie, Nash, Penelope, Rowan, and Thomas. Bless
the students in their growth and learning, that they might know your love more and more each
day; strengthen and equip their families in their calling to nurture your beloved children.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith, especially Ambrose and Lucy. Fill
us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the live chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one
another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING ]
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the E E
participation and support of its members and guests. Because offerings are never
Jjust about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Bethel
Lutheran Church, a diverse, urban ELCA congregation in the Miller E
neighborhood of Gary, Indiana (part of NW Indiana Conf. Of IK Synod)
bethelmiller.org and facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach

If you wish to give electronically, use the OR code, browse to our secure
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8.00 am) Carol for Advent Besig

Amid the winter’s cold embrace, clothed in a shroud of white, an anxious world in
silence waits through the dark of night. As the lonely song of a dove echoes across the
sky above, we can feel the moment is near, soon the Child of Peace will appear. What
child is this the world awaits with quiet expectation? When will He come, the promised
one, to bring us peace and salvation? Raise, raise your prayers on high. Prepare His
way, the time is nigh. Come, come Emmanual, O Child of love and peace. The air grows
colder, the light grows dim, darkening the sky above. But soon the chill of the winter
wind will warm with God’s gift of love. And a star will brighten the sky, songs of joy will
echo on high! We will know the moment is here; the Child of love and peace will appear.

OFFERTORY (10.30 am): The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Manz

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:

SANCTUS
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus

at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us.

Come, receive what God has promised.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

the server that you require this.
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LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION MUSIC
ACS #905  We Are Waiting for Jesus
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in your prom-ise.

Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent - ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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ELW #266 All Earth Is Hopeful
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This same Lord Je - sus to - day has come to live in our
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la. - bor of peo-ple who strug - gle to  see how
ceived him, “God with us,” our broth - er, whose birth re -
here! God is near - ing, in beau - ty and grace! All
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cla - ma jus -ti -cia y bus - ca la ver-dad. dar-nos li-ber-tad.
God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev-’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!
Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.
2 Dice_el profeta al pueblo de Israel: 3

“De madre virgen ya viene_Emmanuel,”
serd “Dios con nosotros,” hermano serd,
con él la_esperanza al mundo volverd.

Montes y valles habrd que preparar;
nuevos caminos tenemos que trazar.

El estd ya muy cerca, venidlo_a_encontrar,
y todas las puertas abrid de par en par.

4 En una cueva Jesus aparecio,

pero_en el mundo estd presente hoy.
Vive_en nuestros hermanos, con ellos estd;
vy vuelve de nuevo a darnos libertad.



After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW #200 Now Lord
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INVITATIONS

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the
assembly’s participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

May God who comes among us,

Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW #260 The King Shall Come
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1 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau -ty brings.
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when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to Joy a - wakes.

but crowned with glo - ry

like the

sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
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and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.

the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo -ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE People, Look East Langlois

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.

“,
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Worship Leaders
Acolyte
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Communion Assistants

Ushers

Sound/Light

Video/Livestream
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Director of Music Ministries
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Worship Participants

Communion Baker

8:00 a.m.
Luke Ridley

Jorunn Scheiderich

Kathy Sutherland

Bob Luckett
Phyllis Schroeder

Ben Lieske
Tim Sutherland

Sam Venstrom

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartush

Luke Venstrom
Sanctuary Choir

Logan Albright, accompanist
Gabby Soleim, flute

Candace Jacques

10:30 a.m.
Mila Pineda

Heather Budnik

Phil Hahn

Phil Hahn
Holly Knauff

Tim Malchow
Nathaniel Malchow

Tony Reinhold
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of December 7, 2025

December 7

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397

While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same
day he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today,
and helped lead St. Augustine to faith.

December 13

Lucy, martyr, died 304

Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under
Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and
Norway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means “light™) originally fell
on the shortest day of the year.

Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Myanmar, Thailand

We give thanks for:

e the beauty of these countries and their people, and their many distinctive Buddhist
temples

e those who long have struggled that these countries might become more democratic

e the faithful witness of churches, which have advocated with others for greater justice
efforts to protect the environment and resources in these countries.

We pray for:

e minority ethnic and religious groups who continue to experience discrimination,
persecution or even genocide (such as the Rohingyas), and for greater interfaith
understanding and tolerance for ethnic and religious diversity

e those victimized by sex tourism and exploitation, and those who perpetuate such acts
e political stability and progress toward democratic rule

e economic justice for all people, and environmental protection, as these countries
undergo development.
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Turning and Mending (Again)

Being on the receiving end of sharp language can be heartbreaking. Indeed, words can
wound—or worse. John the Baptizer, a key figure in our Advent narratives, finds himself
at odds with other religious leaders of the time, and uses the tool he has (language) to call
attention to their broken relationship. It’s unclear what exactly led to this prickly, pointed
exchange between John and the Pharisees and Sadducees, but there is a growing chasm
between them.

“Prepare the way of the Lord,” John cries out in the wilderness, echoing the prophet Isai-
ah. Isaiah cried out in his own day centuries prior, testifying to God’s desire to mend the
world (though the world seemed to be at an end). Perhaps John repeats Isaiah’s plea in
order to remind the people of his day of God’s intent for all things: for the world to be
mended, healed, made right; for the reign of heaven to be revealed on earth, here and now.
Often, however, mending brokenness requires honesty first about the wounds that have
been inflicted and the death that has been wrought. With John’s painful honesty, his
strained relationship with other leaders of his time takes a step toward healing, toward jus-
tice, so that a new beginning might take hold. This is a starting point, as difficult as it may
be.

Every Advent, as the church year begins again, we hear the familiar call: Repent. Turn
back to God. Repentance is no easy thing, but thankfully, God draws us back to this im-
perative, year after year, day after day, hour after hour. With infinite mercy, once again
God invites us to turn toward healing, toward justice, toward the righting of the world, one
relationship at a time.
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