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We Welcome You to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* 
of faith, grace, and love.  

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front on you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all
-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and 
we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first 
letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s 
life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the 
life of the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE               Andante & Allegro          Guy-Ropartz 
   
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if 
there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point 
your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in 
the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/
tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in 
one or both elements).    
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God of deep soil 
and luxuriant growth; 
you call us from  
our shallow selves 
to find our depth in you: 
may we abide in him alone 
who can teach us who we are; 
through Jesus Christ, the true vine. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited for a time together. 
 
READING: Acts 8:26-40 
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having 
been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to 
faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 

 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
    so he does not open his mouth. 
  33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
    For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
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prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 22:25–31 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
 I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied. 
 Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 
 all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
 who rules o- | ver the nations.   R 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
 all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 
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30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 
 whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
31They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
 saying to them, "The | LORD has acted!"   R 
 
READING: 1 John 4:7-21 
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, 
while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward 
others because the essence of God is love. 

 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved 
us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love 
one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love 
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 
and sisters also. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. 
Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
The assembly is seated.  Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #449  We Know That Christ Is Raised  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the 
gospel. Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with 
your word and help us to abide in you always. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, streams and 
estuaries, melting glaciers and polluted waters, for our nearby wetlands, Salt Creek, the 
Little Calumet River, and Lake Michigan. Renew the face of the earth and shower us 
with your goodness. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for 
elected representatives at every level, and for international organizations, that justice 
and peace may reign. Bless the lands, people, and churches of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those 
fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who visit 
and minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and 
for all who seek to share your love with the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors: Catherine of Siena, Philip, 
James, Athanasius, and Monica. Help us, like them, to bear much fruit and to become 
your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that heavenly banquet where all will feast 
together at your table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those in 
person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one 
another: Peace be with you! 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings 
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts 
with NWI Community Action  www.nwi-ca.com (5240 Fountain Drive, 
Crown Point) and  Housing Opportunities   www.hoi.help (2001 Calumet 
Ave., Valpo)  – now one combined organization. 
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line portal 
at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am):        A Faithful Shepherd is My Lord    arr. Stein 
 
A faithful shepherd is my Lord, who doth great plenty me accord, who leadeth me to pastures 
green, gives me to drink from waters unseen. With loving hands He giveth bread, His gentle 
Spirit calms my dread; with health my body He endows, with blessings all my labor crowns. 
On pathways narrow with Him I go; I shun not hardships, fear no foe. He is my Rod, He is 
my Staff, true joy affords, my soul doth laugh. 
 
OFFERTORY  (10:30 am):  All’ Offertorio            Zipoli 
  
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

http://www.nwi-ca.com
http://www.hoi.help
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS  

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
In their discussions of the Lord's Prayer, our Confirmation students sought to capture 
what Jesus is teaching in their own language.  They worked hard to follow Luther's 
teaching and discern what Jesus is up to, and offer it to us today as an opportunity for 
conversation.  Thank you, Confirmands! 
                                   
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Dear our heavenly creator from above, 
Your holy name is angelic. 
May your perfect world come. 
We have faith in what you want to be done, 
In the world we live in like it is in heaven. 
Please provide us our daily meal. 
Please forgive us - what we have done wrong  
help us forgive others who do the same. 
Point us away from false belief. 
Protect us from the evil things. 
Your paradise, authority & honor are yours  
now and for eternity. 
Yes, yes, amen! 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either 
by Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS:  ELW #359 Where Charity and Love Prevail 
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ELW #461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
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When all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #881  Let All Things Now Living 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission 
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Worship Leaders 
 
 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Sam Venstrom  Lynx Vittitoe  
     
Lector Phil Hahn Phil Hahn  
    
Prayer Assistant Jorunn Scheiderich Grace Safrin 
     
Communion Assistants Barbara Clements Phil Hahn 
 Linda Mapes Amy Knauff 
 
Ushers     Tim Sutherland 
     Bob Luckett 
          
Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold 
      
Video/Livestream - - - - - - -  John Buggeln  
 
Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Worship Participants   Sanctuary Choir 
     Luke Venstrom, cantor 
     Zach Wehner, baritone 
   
Communion Baker   Candace Jacques  
 
Communion Table Barb Clements  Diana Ahlbrand 
 Terry Albrecht  Marilyn McGawn 
 Helen Arvidson  Marla Niksch 
   Lori Schwartz 

DISMISSAL  
Children:  Alleluia! Go in peace. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE    Trumpet Allemande           Holborne 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of April 28, 2024 

 
 
April 29 
Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title 
“Doctor [teacher] of the Church.” Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her 
mystical visions as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned. 
 
May 1 
Philip and James, Apostles 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to “come and see.” 
Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish him from 
another apostle named James. 
 
May 2 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those 
who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of 
the Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright 
views. 
 
May 4 
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387 
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but 
whom she helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son 
Augustine, who went on to become one of the greatest church teachers. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

I John 4:7 – Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 
 

Steward-disciples know that God intends us to live in community, helping and relying 

on one another. We are stewards of community when we practice love for one another. 

What does that mean for you? How can we love people we may not like?  

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan. 

 
We are thankful for: 

• the magnificent expanse of mountains, grasslands and deserts in these Central Asian 
 countries 

• the rich natural resources 

• the incredible ethnic diversity 

• cultural traditions and practices that have been preserved for centuries amid the 
 challenges of modernization 

• Christians who, although they are a tiny minority, have courage to witness to the 
 gospel and find the strength to live according to God’s word 

• those who in spite of danger dedicate their lives to serving others 
 

We pray for: 

• the people in these lands who suffer from poverty and repressive rule 

• an end to clashes related to tribalism, traditionalism, and modernization 

• the land, air and water that have been damaged by human abuse 

• good relations between Muslims and Christians 

• an end to oppression and violence 
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Fed by God, Nourished by Christ 
 
Imagine a nursing baby at its mother’s breast—what a blissful picture of love, joy, 
peace, and contentment! This image can help us understand who we are as God’s 
beloved children and how tenderly God cares for us. God’s grace is unconditional, just 
as a mother’s milk flows to an infant without anything to do with deserving. In today’s 
gospel reading, the vine-and-branches metaphor is another image of how intimately 
connected Jesus is with us and how crucial it is that we, the branches, hold on to him as 
our vine. 
 
“Apart from me,” says Jesus, “you can do nothing.” Apart from its vine, a branch can do 
nothing—cannot live long, cannot produce grapes, cannot nourish people and animals. 
Apart from its mother or another devoted caregiver, a newborn can do nothing—cannot 
feed itself, cannot become or stay healthy, cannot grow and bear the fruit of life and love 
for others. Apart from God’s love and care, which Christians know in Jesus, the whole 
web of humanity fails to thrive. 
 
A nursing mother sets her face and does whatever is needed—two or three times a night 
at first, even through mastitis, weariness, and boredom—to feed and impart life to her 
little one. Jesus’ face is set toward the cross as he shares farewell counsel with his 
disciples. He, too, is ready and determined to do whatever it takes—even dying on a 
cross—to sustain the vineyard-world with abundant life. 
 
The imagery of vine and branches, juxtaposed with that of God breastfeeding her babies, 
comes alive when we celebrate the eucharist. At the table, Jesus feeds us with his own 
body and blood, pouring life and nourishment into us. We are called to abide in him 
forever—an invitation to grace-filled, permanent relationship. In Jesus the true vine, we 
his branches enjoy a continual flow of grace, mercy, and love. In turn, we are energized 
to bear the fruit of his love, joy, and peace for the world. 

 


