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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation,
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.

>

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain
seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the
back of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your
children in worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness
because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste
of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out
the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s
compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal
the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Aria Manz
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or
if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

GATHERING
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Created out of nothing,

We come here to be reminded of who we are.

Created for goodness,

We come with open hearts to be filled with everlasting love.

Created as a beloved child of God,

We come in celebration of the diversity of the body of Christ.

Created with a heart for celebrating the rich diversity of creation, we come trusting in
the one who creates, redeems, and sustains us as we acknowledge and honor the
Potawatomi upon whose ancestral homelands we gather, as well as all our Indigenous
siblings who continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

As we live into the diversity that God has created, may we be bold to tell the whole
story, for in knowing the truth of who we have been, we come to know more fully
who we are called to be. Amen.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

SONG OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A silence is kept before the prayer.

God of Beauty, you gather your beloved children into your care, each one a unique
image of you. You claim us as your own and call us to follow in the ways of mercy,
justice, and joy. Strengthen our changing hearts and minds to continue the work of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited for a time together.

READING: Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7

God, in the form of three messengers, announces to Sarah and Abraham that they will have a child.
Sarah, because of her advanced age, laughs at this seeming impossibility. But nothing is impossible for
God, and in due course Isaac is born (Gen. 21:1-7). Now, Sarah confesses, everyone will share in her
joyous laughter.

' The LoRD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his
tent in the heat of the day. ° He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When
he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground.
’ He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. * Let a little
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. * Let me bring
a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since
you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” * And Abraham
hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice
flour, knead it, and make cakes.” ' Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and
good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. * Then he took curds and
milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them
under the tree while they ate.

7 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?”” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10
Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have
a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. '' Now Abraham and
Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of
women. '~ So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my
husband is old, shall I be fruitful?” " The LoRD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh
and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am o0ld?” "* Is anything too wonderful



for the LorD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a
» 1" But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “Yes,
you d1d laugh.”

*""! The Lorp dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lorp did for Sarah as he had
promised. * Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which
God had spoken to him. * Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore
him. * And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had
commanded him. ~ Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to
him. Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will
laugh with me.” " And she said, “Who would ever have sa1d to Abraham that Sarah
would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19 (Read Responswely)
' love the LorDp, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supphcatlon
* for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
"“How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
I will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
*Twill fulfill my vows to the LORD
1n the presence of all God’s people.
" Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
'“O Lorp, truly I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
"1 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the Lorp.
*I will fulfill my vows to the LorRD
1n the presence of all God’s people,
"in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem Hallelujah!



READING: Romans 5:1-8

We are no longer God'’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right
relationship with God through Christ’s death.

' Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
* through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast
in our hope of sharing the glory of God. ~ And not only that, but we also boast in our
afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, * and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, ~ and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us.

® For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. ' Indeed,
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
someone might actually dare to die. “ But God proves his love for us in that while we
still were sinners Christ died for us.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first
disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you O Lord.

** Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
p(roclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness.
" When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 7 Then he said to his disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; *" therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.”

"I Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. * These are the
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee and his brother John; - Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; * Simon the
Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

’ These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road
leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, ° but go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. ' As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has
come near.” ° Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out
demons. You received without payment; give without payment.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #1038 God, We Gather As Your People

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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AFFIRMATION OF TRUST
We speak together this affirmation of trust, reflecting on our ancient Christian creeds.

We believe in you, O God, who spoke all life into being, author of heaven and
earth, architect of time, quilter of the cosmos. You shape our bodies from the dust
of the ground, and by your breath we are given life.

We believe in you, O God, who became incarnate in Christ Jesus, the Word made
flesh, truly divine and truly human. You lived among us to reveal your justice, died
among us to break the bonds of sin and death, and were raised among us to bring
abundant life.

We believe in you, O God, who transforms us by the Holy Spirit, draws us into
community, moves us to action, and inspires us to hope against hope. You breathe
new life into a fallen world and equip us to proclaim the good news of resurrecting
love. All thanks and praise to you, O God, our beginning and our end. Amen.

PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Creator in prayer.

A brief silence.

We pray for our pastors, deacons, bishops, and church leaders, that they may guide us
well as we become a loving, welcoming, and resilient community in Jesus Christ. We
give thanks for ReconcilingWorks and all of our Reconciling in Christ ministry partners.
We pray that the whole church may someday become a blessed community where all
our LGBTQ siblings are celebrated. Spirit, intercede for us,

Send wholeness to our church.

We pray for the sustainability of our planet. Guide us to care for creation, be mindful of
how much we throw away, reduce how much carbon dioxide our lifestyles add to the air
we breathe, and remember how much our choices impact the lives of people in poor and
marginalized communities. Spirit, intercede for us,

Send wholeness to our Earth.

We pray for our siblings all around the world. We pray that leaders everywhere
recognize and respond to the suffering of the poor, marginalized, and persecuted. We
pray that governments enact laws that protect and defend the poor, marginalized, and
persecuted. We pray that your hand of justice intercede for us. Spirit, intercede for us,
Send wholeness to the nations.

10



We pray for people who have chaos swirling around and within them. We pray for
those that have been told they are less than, wrong, or an outcast for who they are. We
pray that all of us find true peace, joy, and wholeness in you. We pray for people who
are victims of violence because of race, creed, disability, sexuality or gender

identity. We pray for your mercy, love, and healing to care for them.

Spirit, intercede for us,

Send wholeness to your children.

We pray that our congregation and its ministries lift up and care for all living things in
our world. We pray that we work towards justice and peace in our own family and
community. Spirit, intercede for us,

Send wholeness to us.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for LGBTQ saints who have gone before us in the fight for justice,
freedom, and peace, even when church and society ignored them.. Help us remember
and honor the memory and follow in their footsteps of faithfulness.

Spirit, intercede for us,

Send wholeness to this community.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy wisdom.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world
through the offerings of its members and guests. Because offerings are
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with
Food Bank of Northwest Indiana foodbanknwi.org and Project
Neighbors projectneighbors.org or facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors.

If you wish to give electronically, use the OR code or browse to our secure on-line
portal at clcvalpo.org/give.
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OFFERTORY Pastorale Symphony Handel
(from Messiah)

OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

Let us pray.

O God, from nothing you created not only us as your beloved children but
everything we would need to have an abundant life. As we bring our varied gifts to
you, strengthen us as we celebrate the diversity you have blessed us with. Fill us
with what we need and help us to recognize that there is more than enough for all
as we work to bring your love to the ends of the earth.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the

words "Blessed is he.")
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,...

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of many names, ...

... Now and always. Amen.

TABLE PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Heavenly God, giver of life, holy is your name,
your blessed community come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For you reign in power and glory

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
This table belongs to Jesus and the meal is offered by Jesus, and so all of God’s
children are welcome to celebrate. Jesus is made known to us in the breaking of the

bread and the pouring of the wine. Come and eat.
Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)



In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

this.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW #525  You are Holy
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ELW #584  The Son of God, Our Christ
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co - work - ers in his sa - cred min - is - try.
the church was found - ed and God’s mes - sage taught.
de - clar - ing to the world  his ho - ly name.
o - bey Chrst’s call and go where he  shall lead.

and find each task di - vine - ly sent and blest.



ACS #967 This Is Christ’s Body
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This is Christ’s bod -y, bro-ken and  blest. Feed us with
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mer-cy and love. We are Christ’s bod -y,
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bro-ken and  blest. Heal us and make us one.

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Jesus our friend and savior, your life, death, and resurrection changed our world. May
this meal of bread and wine bless us and sustain us in the building of a blessed
community which welcomes all people, that sees all people, and that works for justice

for all people.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
INVITATIONS

The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

As we leave this space may God’s face shine upon us, God’s love sustain us, and God’s
peace inspire us and grant us peace. May God - who creates, redeems, and sustains us -
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may live in hope of a blessed
community where all are treasured, in all our diversity.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #641 All Are Welcome
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
true, where  all God’s chil - dren dare to seek to
wheat: a ban - quet hall on ho - 1y ground where
stone to heal and strength - en, serve and teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
[ Q I fr— f T — —] T ]
————— s o
bt /K0 i 7 ] | |
1 ' f : |
hearts learn  to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
live the  Word they’ve known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - in  the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - sions, rock of faith and vault of  grace; here the love of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, is re - vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
0 Refrain
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Christ shall end di - vi - sions:
claim the faith of Je - sus:
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger
claim from floor to raf - ter:
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace, share the good news.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Worship Leaders
Acolyte

Lector

Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Sound/Light

Video/Livestream

Pastors

Director of Music Ministries
Worship Participants

Communion Baker

9:30 a.m.

Reid Venstrom

Dave Keammerer

Robin Nelson

Erin Schmidgall
Chris Schmidgall
Amy Knauff
Holly Knauff

Don MacMillan

Tony Reinhold

Joey Rodeck

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.

Rev. Erica Gibson-Even
Brian Bartusch

Heather Budnik, flute
Bull Family
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
This week we pray for the churches and people of Botswana, Zimbabwe.

We are thankful for:

o the prophetic witness of churches to protest injustices and advocate good governance

o efforts that have been made to stem the spread of HIV and AIDS and to treat those
affected

e economic progress that improves the lives of all

o the iconic animals and minerals in these lands and measures to protect them from
being exploited.

We pray for:

o fair election of democratic governments to counter instability, violence and human
rights abuses

stable economies that enable all people to prosper and live in justice and peace
effective measures to improve the health and life expectancy of all

the biodiversity and animals present in these lands, and measures to preserve them
the herders and farmers who continue to raise cattle and food, despite droughts and
desertification.

COMMEMORATIONS

June 14

Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died
around 385; Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died around 389;
Macrina, teacher, died around 379

The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the mystery
of the Holy Trinity. Basil’s monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic life.
Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in Constantinople. Gregory of
Nyssa, Basil’s younger brother, wrote on the spiritual life. Macrina, older sister of Basil
and Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a community dedicated to asceticism, meditation,
and prayer.

June 17

Emanuel Nine, martyrs, d. 2015

On June 17, 2015, nine people gathered for Bible study and prayer at the Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina were murdered by a self-
professed white supremacist. A resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance
for the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America on August 8, 2019.
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Compassion as Proclamation

When Jesus instructed his followers to “ask the Lord of the harvest to send out

laborers” (Matthew 9:38), his disciples might not have expected that the sending would
happen so quickly, or that they would be the ones sent. The job of harvest laborers might
seem straightforward enough: Recognize the gifts, the fruit, and use them to advance the
good news of God’s work. But what prompts Jesus to tell the disciples to ask God for
laborers is that he sees people who are “harassed and helpless” (v. 36) and is moved to
compassion. That movement prompts us to consider that compassion is not merely a
feeling that is held, but an energy that reaches out through us to others.

Congregational mission statements and our Sunday liturgy commonly reinforce that the
faithful are sent into the world proclaiming the good news of God in Christ. The
scriptures stress the importance of connecting oral proclamation with meaningful action,
lest proclamation become merely lip service. While proclaiming the gospel might seem
broad and difficult to narrow down into our many daily interactions and tasks, the
guiding principle of compassion provides a touchpoint.

The disciples’ message that God’s kingdom has come near is accompanied by actions
meant to alleviate suffering. When we gather as a people of faith, we receive God’s
compassion in Christ that extends through the Lord’s supper and unites us in fellowship.
In our prayers we are attentive to personal, local, and broad requests, asking God to
receive and keep them in God’s care. These acts of worship can prepare us to extend the
compassion given to us into our personal conversations and interactions with others.
When we ask how we can be led by compassion, we are asking how we can proclaim
the good news of God in Christ.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Portions printed under OneLicense.net License #A-711129.
© Copyright 2026 ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation. All Rights Reserved.

24




