
   

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 13, 2022 
                                         
 

 

 

2610 Campbell Street  • Valparaiso, 
Indiana 46385 • (219) 462-6660 

clcvalpo.org • office@clcvalpo.org 



 2 

 

WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
  
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
  
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
 
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
  
 
 
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous. 
But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these 
days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in 
doing what is right.” 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE                     Nocturne in e minor            Chopin 
     (Op. 72, No. 1) 

        
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can 
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection 
Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside of the 
Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: 
light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup 
for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

God is here, and God sees through every defense that fools the world. 
Since we cannot hide from God, there is nothing left to do 
but to be honest with each other and humble before God. 
So, in humility, we confess our sins. 
 
A brief silence for reflection. 
God, we have acted helpless, 
even when you called us to action. 
We have resisted your truth, 
even when our lies were exhausting. 
We have behaved as though we were alone, 
even when you were beside us, 
God, we have believed we were dying, 
even when you helped us grow. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833


 4 

 
God knows we can never undo our sins. 
We cannot ignore painful history 
as though it does not affect us today. 
Yet from the very beginning, 
God’s will has been the salvation of all creation. 
That salvation comes to each of us today: 
Receive God’s forgiveness. 
This forgiveness is total. 
No sign of your old life remains, 
And if God has moved beyond your sin, 
you have no reason to return to it again. 
 
We are healed, by the one who makes all things new. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN ELW #327 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 
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GATHERING  
For God, change can be small, evolutionary, atomic. 
A crumbled resistance, a slightly different direction, 
a fresh idea in the middle of the night. 
 
For God, change can rain down like a tempest, 
a flood in every street that sweeps into our lives 
with energy that does not yield or listen. 
God is urgently waiting to finally arrive. 
 
God, we have been waiting for you, too. 
Yet you often arrive before we notice: 
in the place we did not expect, 
in the word we did not hear. 
 
Do not be afraid, your angels always say, 
right before you change a life. 
You are here to change this place. We are not afraid. 
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GREETING 
Peace to you and welcome,  
from the God who disposes with trouble like chaff, 
the Savior who forgives the deepest wrong, 
the Spirit who repairs what is broken. Amen. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
We sing verses one and two of “God of the Starlight and Moon”, 
then the last verse after the Prayer of the Day 

In deep blue darkness, lighting a single candle  
creates only uncertainty. 
 
Light dances around uncertain shapes,  
and the dark refuses to yield its secrets. 
This first candle on our wreath 
reminds us of our first flickering glimpses 
of the goodness God has hidden  
in divine darkness. 
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In time we will apprehend every blessing 
hinted from ancient prophecies 
and prepared under the cover of deep darkness. 
But not yet, not fully. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

God, who is faithful when all the foundations crumble: 
in the time of crisis, as holy places fall and nations stumble, 
give us the conviction to bear witness to love, 
whatever the cost; through Jesus Christ, the Word and Wisdom of God. 
Amen. 
 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Malachi 4:1-2a 
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be 
destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God. 
 
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness 
shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 98 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
 you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
 all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  R 
5Sing to the LORD | with the harp, 
 with the harp and the | voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
 shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
 the world and those who | dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
 who comes to | judge the earth. 
9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
 and the peo- | ples with equity.  R 
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READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had 
ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns 
them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work. 
 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from 
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from 
us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were 
with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor 
we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we 
do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we 
were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For 
we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 
12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work 
quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is 
right. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 21:5-19 
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, 
believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to 
testify and to endure without fear. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 
about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must 
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, 
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great 
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful 
portents and great signs from heaven. 
 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So 
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words 
and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 
16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they 
will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not 
a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #766  Lord of Our Life 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
 and became truly human.  
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 
A brief silence. 
Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops, 
deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with 
wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Accompany the churches of Aotearoa New 
Zealand and Australia, guide them to be signs of your faithfulness to all of creation. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of the 
ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us 
care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first 
responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any 
wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel in 
their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the sun 
of righteousness rise on all who are sick. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the 
gospel – bless the work of our Annual Congregational Meeting today, and equip newly-
elected leaders for faithful service. Highlight ways we can better work together and give us 
patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died. With 
Elizabeth of Thuringia, use your promise of resurrection and new life to make us bold 
and faithful. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, 
our community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month 
we are sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of the Lutheran Diaconal 
Association (LDA) www.thelda.org.   
 

        If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-
line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY           Canon in E major     Schumann  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
We pray: 
God, we have labored and toiled 
for our money, and our time,  
and our families, and our freedom. 
We have cherished what we thought was ours. 
 
Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing 
was a treasure we had received from your open hand. 
 
 

http://www.thelda.org
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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We give you these gifts as a sign of your love and faithfulness. 
Use them to grow more hope in this world.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TABLE PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with 
us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together 
and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, 
and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All baptized Christians 
are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION MUSIC   ELW #481     Come to the Table (sung 3x) 
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ACS #1023  God Alone Be Praised  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The meal has ended.  Now let the remembering begin. 
Remember you have met God in this place. 
Remember that no person who meets God 
can ever be the same. 
 
We pray: 
You have called us. We have listened. 
You invited us. We took our place at the table. 
You have sat with us so we might follow you. 
Now there is nowhere else we can go, 
because you alone have the words of life. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 

BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #796 How Firm a Foundation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Improvisation on ‘Foundation’                
   
As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one another 

and share in fellowship. 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.    
 

Acolyte Violet Furuness Audrey Crill  
     

Lector Karl Reichardt Phil Hahn   
 

Prayer Assistant Betty Luckett Cindy McGuire 
 
Communion  Andrew Teeple Amy Knauff 
 Jessica Byerly Jacquie Chevalier 
   

Ushers Don MacMillan Jeff Peiffer 
 Tim Sutherland Magdalena Gibson-Even 
  Sherry Balakir 
        

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold  
 

Video/Livestream - - - - - - -  Ben Crill 
 

Pastors:    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.   
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries:  Brian Bartusch 
 

Cantor:    Luke Venstrom 
 

Worship Participants:   Daniel Gibson-Even, piano  
Cantor:    Adam Gibson-Even    

 
November Altar Gifts 

 

Communion Baker Lois Felten 
Communion Wine Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In Memory of Floyd and Pearl Long 
 Barb & Bill Lieske ~ In Memory of Stella and Clarence Moss 
Altar Candles Mike & Lois Felten ~ In Memory of Paul Bretscher 
 Grace & Jeff Safrin ~ In Celebration of daughter  
 Kelly’s birthday 
Eternal Lamp Candles Irene Adams ~ Given to the Glory of God 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of November 13, 2022 

 
November 17 
Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, died 1231 
This Hungarian princess lived her entire life in east-central Germany, and is often called Elizabeth 
of Thuringia. Married to a duke, she gave large sums of money, including her dowry, for relief of 
the poor and sick. She founded hospitals, cared for orphans, and used the royal food supplies to feed 
the hungry. Though she had the support of her husband, her generosity and charity did not earn her 
friends within the royal court. At the death of her husband, she was driven out. She joined a 
Franciscan order and continued her charitable work, though she suffered abuse at the hands of her 
confessor and spiritual guide. Her lifetime of charity is particularly remarkable when one remembers 
that she died at the age of twenty-four. She founded two hospitals, and many more are named for 
her. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of  Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the beauty of the land and waters of Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia, and the 
special relationship that people enjoy with the natural environment 

• the identities and cultural practices that indigenous peoples long have maintained, and 
for their increasing political voice 

• how the people have welcomed new immigrants 
how churches have witnessed and worked together ecumenically, especially amid 
challenges of apathy in highly secularized societies. 
 
We pray for: 

• churches to have the imagination, skills and energy to build bridges of understanding in 
increasingly multireligious and multicultural contexts 

• those who work tirelessly on issues of justice for the poor, the marginalized and the 
dispossessed, especially indigenous peoples 

• those seeking refuge and a new life in these countries, and those supporting and 
providing for them 

• careful preservation of the fragile land, sea, and resources. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

Beware and Trust 
 

In an instant, documents are signed six thousand miles away, and suddenly you have no 
job. In an instant the walls rattle, the floors rumble, ceilings crack, and you have no 
home. In an instant the lights flicker, the signals weaken, the screens go blank, and you 
have no connections. In an instant a door slams, a voice shouts, a car screeches, and you 
have no one. In an instant the dam breaks, the fire blazes, the winds ravage, and . . . and 
what? 
 

What is the world coming to? Shadowing every calamity, circling the grounds of every 
collapse, chasing every human tragedy, prophets and pundits are sure to announce that 
all is lost. They are eager to foretell all futures eroded, ready to broadcast that all hope is 
dead, all tomorrows canceled, all creation buried. But beware! 
 

“Beware” hardly has the lilting tone of a glad good-news bell. “Beware” bites at our ears 
and strikes our heartbeat like the cold peal of a brass tongue slapping against a pitted 
funeral bell. “Beware” is the screech of the siren, the shout before battle, the shudder at 
the edge of lonely nightfall. “Beware” scarcely sounds like gospel, but it is the exact 
gospel word Jesus chooses to post like an iron stanchion into bedrock in the midst of 
uncertain and frightening times. Pay attention; listen closely to Jesus’ “beware.” It is not 
beware of wars and rising nations, plagues and earthquakes, arrests and persecutions. 
Jesus instead cautions: beware of those prophets and pundits, of their timetables of 
destruction, their signs of the end, and their oracles of despair. Beware of them. The 
world may tremble fiercely, you may be hated unjustly, you may know betrayal 
painfully, yet with the strength of iron in bedrock and the sound of the gospel bell 
ringing, Jesus encourages us: “Beware . . . do not be terrified” (Luke 21:8-9). 

Stewardship Snippet 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:7-8 – “For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not 
idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but with 
toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you.” 
 
Our culture teaches us to work hard and not be a burden, but can this make us reluctant to ask 
for help when we have a need? Worse, can it make us less likely to be generous to our needy 


