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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation,
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.

>

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain
seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the
back of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your
children in worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness
because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste
of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will
empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to
look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter
feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Prelude in G Mendelssohn
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or EI-I.-H .
if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ L
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us: our Lake Michigan, Little Calumet
and Kankakee Rivers, Salt Creek, Coffee Creek and all our local wetlands.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #392 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A silence is kept before the prayer.

God unheld

by word or wall;

power of love

beyond all lords of war:

lift us from dullness

and cynical contempt;

make us ready for your Spirit
of transforming fire;

and turn our hearts

to the mending of the world;
through Jesus Christ, the name above all names.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF STAFF MINISTRY

Jen, in June 2016 , we of Christ Lutheran Church called you to serve among us as
Director of our Little Lamb Preschool. Your faithful leadership of this ministry has been
important to our life together in the church of Jesus Christ, in our service to this
community, and in God’s mission to the whole world. As you step away from this
ministry and into new callings in retirement, we pray for God’s blessing.

People of God, members of Christ Lutheran Church,

do you release Jen Gottlieb from her service

as our Director of Little Lamb Preschool?

We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together.

Jen, do you recognize and accept
the completion of your ministry with LLP?
1 do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ

you gave the holy apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock.

You equip your people with abilities that differ according to the grace given to them,
and you call them to various avenues of service.



We give you thanks for Jen’s ministry among the people of God at Christ Lutheran and
with the students, families, and staff of Little Lamb Preschool.

You watch over our going out and our coming in:

bless this time of ending and beginning.

You surround your people in every time and place:

keep us close in your love.

You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial:

prosper all that has been done to your glory in this time together;

heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your will for us.

Help Jen and her family, the Little Lamb Preschool community, and all of us
to live with courage and gladness in the future you give to us.

As she has been a blessing to us,

continue to use her as a blessing to others;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
The coming one reigns over all
? As I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne;
his clothing was white as snow
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
19 A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
13 As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.



And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
' To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,

that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,

and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 24:7-10
"Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors,
that the King of glory may come in.

¥ Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!

? Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors,
that the Klng of glory may come in.

" Who is this King of glory"

Truly, the Lord of hosts is the King of glory.

READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are
given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of
thzs inheritance provides.

T have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers,
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, '* so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to Wthh he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '* and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, accordlng to the working of his great
power. 2° God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places ! far above all rule and authority and
power and domrnron and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also
in the age to come. ** And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, ** which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the
Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you O Lord.

* [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”* Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, % and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is
to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day *’ and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. ** You are witnesses of these things. ** And see, I am sending upon you what
my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.”

> Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. >' While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. > And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >* and they
were continually in the temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #435

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, your Son Jesus ascended to fill all time and space and is present with all
people. By your Holy Spirit, lead your church and its leaders in faith, hope, and love, and
in sharing the presence of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Majestic God, your Son Jesus entrusts his ministry to his followers to care for all you
have created. Instill in us a commitment to sustainable ecological practices. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus sits at your right hand and rules the cosmos. Inspire
national and local politicians to lead with equity and fairness, raise up advocates and
activists for those seeking justice, and cultivate peace throughout the world. Keep
vulnerable communities and fragile ecosystems in Bhutan, Bangladesh, and Nepal in your
tender care. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, your Son Jesus carries with him the scars of suffering as our wounded
healer. Guide with your wisdom the work of surgeons, pharmacists, midwives, and all
medical specialists, and bring your healing touch to all who are sick. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Caring God, your Son Jesus reveals the depths of your love and gathers all people to
himself. Accompany us in our work and play to make your presence known in all that we
do. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Life-giving God, by his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus destroyed death forever.
With thanksgiving we remember Erik, Helena, and all those who rest from the labors,
assured of your promise of everlasting life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world
through the offerings of its members and guests. Because offerings are
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts
with Reconciling in Christ www.reconcilingworks.org/ric and LGBTQ
Outreach of Porter County www.Ilgbtgofpc.org

If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give.

OFFERTORY (8:00 am): Noél de Saintonge Dandrieu
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am): Take & Eat Reim

Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Of this cup drink you all. This is my blood
which is shed for the forgiveness of sins.

OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

require this.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #482

I Come with Joy
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ELW #470

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS

The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

* bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL

Children: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Fugue in G (Op. 123) Rheinberger
Worship Leaders 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Acolyte Reid Venstrom
Lector Paul Conover Phil Hahn
Prayer Assistant Paige Reichardt Susan Rodeck
Communion Assistants Barbara Clements Phil Hahn
Linda Mapes Heather Budnik
Ushers Bob Luckett
Don MacMillan
Sound/Light Sam Venstrom Tony Reinhold
Video/Livestream Joey Rodeck
Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr

Director of Music Ministries

Worship Participants

Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch

Karl Stefans, baritone
Lena Gibson-Even, cello
Logan Albright, accompanist

22



Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal.

We are thankful for:

o the peoples of these nations — the diversity of their cultures, languages, and art, and
their resilience

e the breath-taking beauty of these lands — the mountains in all their grandeur,
overflowing rivers and green paddy fields

e all those who work for the churches and their institutions, especially in places where
natural disasters strike

We pray for:

o cfforts of governments and others to build up these nations’ economies

e those who have lost families and homes in earthquakes and other disasters as they
struggle to rebuild their lives, homes and infrastructure

e those who contribute to religious harmony and advocate for the minority voice of
Christians, especially amid religious and ethnic tensions

e religious and government leaders that they will make it possible for all peoples to live
in justice with peace and harmony.

e these small nations which depend on other countries and are often threatened by
interests of their bigger neighbours.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of May 17, 2026

May 18

Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160

Erik is considered the patron saint of Sweden. As king of that nation, he tried to bring
peace in the region, and to spread Christianity in Scandinavia. He was also known for
his attempts to make fair laws and to protect those who were poor or sick.

May 21

Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330

Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary life of
faith. She is also remembered for traveling through Palestine building churches on the
sites she believed to be associated with Christ’s life.
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A New Song

The Ascension of Our Lord is best seen as the second of four stanzas in a song. The first
stanza tells the story of Easter. On Good Friday, Jesus died a real death, not a pretend
sleep or a fake death in order to do business with the devil or to lie in some
“in-between” place, but an actual death. On Easter, a love very powerful, very strong,
and very real overcame this shocking death and brought in new life for all.

The second stanza of our holy song is the ascension. So far, Jesus’ followers had
experienced his horrific death, followed by deep grief, and then the wonderful surprise
of Easter. At his ascension, Jesus gathers the disciples and promises they will never be
abandoned. The Holy Spirit is coming after Jesus’ physical departure. This prepares the
disciples for the next stanza.

The third stanza tells the story of the Day of Pentecost. The story of Pentecost shows, in
the strongest of ways, that the Holy Spirit has now taken the reins. The Spirit is the
empowerment of the very breath of life, the creative energy of all that is, love in all its
fullness. Watch out, world—the Spirit is on the move!

The final stanza of this holy song is all about you and the church. How have you been
created in the image of God, with gifts to use and to share? When have you been
touched by the grace, love, and forgiveness of God? How will you and the church
continue the song by sharing grace, love, and forgiveness with others in your
community and the world?
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