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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation,
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.

>

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain
seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the
back of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your
children in worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness
because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste
of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the world in the
Byzantine tradition and has been the opening feast of its liturgical year (known as the Feast of the
Indiction), in a parallel with the feast of Rosh Hashanah marking the Jewish New Year. Creation in
Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the world in and through Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds
all created things. We hear today of the triune God who creates all things: sun and moon, shining stars,
sea monsters, creeping things and flying birds—and, yes, even human beings. God-in-Christ still takes
care of all things and invites us to join in as caretakers of God's good creation.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Berceuse Vierne
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or [®][t§
if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran H
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can ook,
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection
Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our hope, our heart, our home. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega,

the beginning and the end:

we confess that we participate in systems

that perpetuate oppression and injustice.

We are often numb to the pain of the world around us,
resistant to change that costs us something,

and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves.
We sin against your good creation,

failing to be faithful stewards

of the land, the sea, and all their creatures.
Make your home among us once more, O God,
naming us beloved and opening our hearts

to do your will. Amen.

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you:

God knows you,

forgives you by the self-giving of + Jesus Christ,

and frees you to love the world as you have been loved.
Creation’s story will not end

until mourning, crying, and pain are no more.

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure.
Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #835 All Creatures, Worship God Most High!
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6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,

5 And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,

fair is the night that leads us home.
Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A silence is kept before the prayer.

O Lord God, merciful judge,

and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia.

you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Open our eyes to all that we receive from your creation;
replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you,

that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited for a time together.

PSALM: Psalm 103: 1-13
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be

chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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Bless the LORD, ' O my soul,
and all that 1 1s within me, bless God's | holy name.
*Bless the LORD, ' O my soul,
and forget not ' all God's benefits—
3who forgives | all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
*who redeems your life ' from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast ' love and mercy; R
>who satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed ' like an eagle's.



°0 LORD, you provide v1nd1cat10n
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
"You made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
*LORD, you are full of compas- ' sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in ' steadfast love; R
’you will not al- ' ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.

'“You have not dealt with us accordlng 'to our sins,

nor repaid us accordlng to | our iniquities.
"For as the heavens are high a- 'bove the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12As far as the east is | from the west,

so far have you removed our transgres-
3As a father has compassion | for his children,

so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. R

| sions from us.

READING: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that
despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. * Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those Who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

” Some judge one day to be better than another, whlle others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ° Those who observe the day,
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to
God while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

" For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. " If we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. ’ For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

'"“Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you desplse
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. '’ For it is
written,



“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
'“So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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Al - le-Iu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*! Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brot}ler or sister sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” ~~ Jesus said to him, “Not seven times,
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

*? “For this reason the klngdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him, “~ and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and chlldren and all his possessions and payment to be
made. 2 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.” *” And out of pity for h1m the lord of that slave released h1m

8



and forgave him the debt. ** But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said,
‘Pay what you owe.” *’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patlence with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. *' When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and sald to him, “You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” ** And in anger his lord handed
him over to be tortured untll he would pay his entire debt. * So my heavenly Father will
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.




HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #3824

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

This Is My Father’s World
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead
us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care
for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders throughout our nation and world to hold all in authority accountable for
any misuse of the power entrusted to them. In Ghana and Nigeria, equip churches and
all people of good will to widen pathways to peace, cooperation, and justice.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any
who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each
of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy Guide, we pray for our Little Lamb Preschool community, for Abbey and Mallory
who teach the Dazzling Dinos class, and for these students and their families: Brayden,
Camden, Carter, Catalina, Elliot, Everett, Finley, Karsyn, Mateo, Oktober, Oscar,
Palmer, Ryan, Santana, Sawyer, and Sutton. Bless the students in their growth and
learning, that they might know your love more and more each day; strengthen and equip
their families in their calling to nurture your beloved children. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we
remember John Chrysostom, Cyprian, Hildegard, Dag Hammarskjold, and all those who
have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world .
through the offerings of its members and guests. Because offerings are E E
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with
Compass International Family Center, Valparaiso compassIFC.org and
Project Neighbors — Freedom Recovery Fund projectneighbors.org/frf E
If you wish to give electronically, use the OR code or browse to our
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give.
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OFFERTORY
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Invitation to the Table Beall

This is Christ’s table. He calls you to come. Here, at the table, in Christ we are one. He
calls you to come. Break the bread, food for your soul. Here, at the table bread is broken
for you. Come, break the bread. Lift the cup, fountain of grace! Here at the table, wine is
poured out for you. Come, lift the cup! This is Christ’s table, He calls you to come. Here
at the table is comfort and cross. Here at the table is welcome and worth. Here, at the
table is leading and hope. Taste and see, the Lord is good, come, taste and see.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
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SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the
words "Blessed is he.")
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God triune, how majestic...
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer...
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

Gathered around this table...
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you create the worlds...
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

Amen, and amen.
Amen, and amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures.

Come and share.
Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

this.
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LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
0 . . .
e
= ——a e O
you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
COMMUNION HYMNS
ELW #481  Come to the Table (sung 2x)
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ELW #461  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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truth we
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will be fed.

keep the feast.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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ELW #494

For the Bread Which You Have Broken
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS

The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

God of the galaxies,

God of the starburst and sunlit morning,

God of the forest and shining seas,

God of the blooming desert and rolling grasslands—

Father, Son, # and Holy Spirit, shine on you and bless you.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW #544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing

e~ ———==

1 Praise the Lord, rise up re - joic - ing, wor - ship, thanks, de -
2 Scat - tered flock, one shep - herd shar - ing, lost and lone - ly,

3 Sins for - giv - en, wrongs for - giv - ing, we go forth a -
0 ;
p" A | | | | | | |
o ———F——
J o o & L =
vo - tion voic - ing: glo - 1y be to God on  high!
one voice hear - ing, ears at - ten - tive to  your word;
lert and liv - ing in your Spir - it strong and free.
90— I | — e ———
%Wﬁ:bd—Hi | [  ——— —
Christ, your cross and pas - sion shar - ing, by this eu - cha -
by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in your bod -y,
Part - ners in your new <cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
n }
)" A )y I )y )y I I I y
G, S e s
J&JD—Q . o = » > i & o -
rist de - clar - ing yours the fi - nal vic - to - r1y.
firm be - liev - ing, we are Yyours, and you the Lord.
ev - 'ty na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - I'wers be.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL

Children: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Fughette in D

Rheinberger
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Worship Leaders
Acolyte

Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Sound/Light
Video/Livestream

Pastors

Director of Music Ministries

Special Music

Communion Baker

8:00 a.m.

Gail Lutze

Lanie Steinwart

Betty Luckett
Linda Mapes

Bob Luckett

Lance Nolting

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.

Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch

Kathy & Karl Stefans, vocal duet

Madelyn Fry, cantor

Lois Felten

10:30 a.m.
Noah Delesus

Doug Schmidt

Becky Fry

Lillian DelJesus
Heather Budnik

Tony Reinhold
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
This week we pray for the churches and people of Ghana, Nigeria.

We are thankful for:

e  Christians and Muslims who take risks to work for dialogue and reconciliation, and people of
disparate ethnic groups who strive together for the common good

e churches who have been faithful in spreading the Good News, serving the people and pursuing
justice in these societies

e economic growth from natural resources, where it benefits all people — and especially the poor — in
these nations

e how people, especially in Nigeria, have been sustained by God in the face of attacks and violence in
the context of the movement of population groups and from extremist elements like Boko Haram.

We pray for:

e those affected by violence and terrorism, and that such violent attacks might cease

e leaders of churches, that they might speak out courageously against political, social and economic
injustices

e Just and peaceful relations between members of different ethnic groups and between Muslims and
Christians

e Those who suffer from malnutrition and diseases such as malaria, whooping cough and HIV and
AIDS
e Better stewardship of the environment and natural resources.

COMMEMORATIONS

September 13 ~ John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407

John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the nickname
“Chrysostom” (“golden mouth”). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of the empire, he criticized
corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the empress.

September 14 ~ Holy Cross Day

Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what may be the actual
site of Jesus’ crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise
to this celebration of our Lord’s victory on the cross.

September 16 ~ Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258

Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted on receiving
back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical care during a severe epidemic.
September 17 ~ Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179

A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved kings and
popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natural history. She
was also a musician and artist.

September 18 ~ Dag Hammarskjold, renewer of society, died 1961

A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjold served as the second Secretary General of the United Nations until
his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. His journal, published
as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith.
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Forgiven and Freed

Today’s gospel reading is all about forgiveness. In the complex web of human
relationships, forgiveness often feels messy. We may not understand it, and it may at
times feel entirely out of reach. Yet, as Christians, we are called to wrestle with the
promise that even when forgiveness feels impossible, there is room for us and for others
in the wideness of God’s mercy. How do we make sense of this?

We might begin by experiencing God’s forgiveness ourselves. Many worshiping
communities begin the service with a time of confession and forgiveness. Together we
name out loud the ways we have failed to love God and neighbor, the ways we have
failed to recognize ourselves or one another as beloved children of God. We name how
we have been complacent in systems of injustice, how we have harmed one another
directly, and the hurtful things we don’t even know we’ve done.

This practice may seem deeply unsettling; after all, where else do we greet each other
with a list of all the things we’ve done wrong? But confession is also freeing. It gives us
permission to stop pretending we have it all together. It allows us to shed the weight of
our mistakes and lay down our burdens so our hands and hearts are ready to receive
God’s mercy.

And then, week after week, we hear God’s words of forgiveness for us and for our
neighbors. We are reminded that there is always and forever enough of God’s grace and
forgiveness to go around. The public declaration of our forgiveness frees us to enter into
the rest of our worship service with open and grateful hearts. And then God’s
forgiveness sends us out in the world to practice the hard work of forgiving others and
receiving their forgiveness in turn, knowing that God will meet us again and again with
mercy and grace.
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