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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are 
aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the 
snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can 
free us from the death grip of greed. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE        Lord Jesus Christ, Turn Thou to Us          Walther 
                        
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                             
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Merciful and sustaining God,  
we have sinned against you. 
We confess our lack of gratitude  
for the beauty and bounty of your creation:  
teach us to see that your earth sustains us and all that lives. 
We confess that we have misused your earth:  
grant us amendment of life. 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites:  
strengthen us in self-control. 
We confess that we have taken the abundance  
of your world for granted:  
make us urgent now for its protection. 
Forgive and renew us now through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 

GATHERING HYMN ELW #532    Gather Us In 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
Holy God, your mercy is over all your works, and in the web of life each creature has its 
role and place. We praise you for ocelot and owl, cactus and kelp, lichen and whale; we 
honor you for whirlwind and lava, tide and topsoil, cliff and marsh. Give us hearts and 
minds eager to care for your planet, humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved 
ones, justice to share the resources of the earth with all its inhabitants, and love not 
limited by our ignorance. This we pray in the name of Jesus, who unifies what is far off 
and what is near, in and whom, by the grace and the working of your Holy Spirit, all 
things hold together.  
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as the children come forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, 
because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first 
to go into exile when judgment comes. 
 

 
1a Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 

  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
 
 4 Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
  and lounge on their couches, 
 and eat lambs from the flock, 
  and calves from the stall; 
 5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
  and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
 6 who drink wine from bowls, 
  and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
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 7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 146 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 

Psalm Tone 

 
Hal- | lelujah! 
 Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
 in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
 and in that day | their thoughts perish.  R 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
 whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
 who keeps promis- | es forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
 The LORD sets the cap- | tives free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; 
  the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
 the LORD | loves the righteous. 
9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
 the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, 
  but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  R 
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READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-12, 17-19 
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His 
priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 

 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 for we brought 
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8 but if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 
eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many pains. 11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold 
of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession 
in the presence of many witnesses.  
  17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, 
and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus 
makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich 
man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was 
carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away 
with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 
these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do 
so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send 
him to my father’s house—28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that 
they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have 
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they 
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone 
rises from the dead.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #1069  God Bestows on Every Sense  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                       
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church, that it would remain faithful to the gospel, always striving to 
serve the needs of those who are oppressed and rejecting the complacency that comes 
from wealth. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for creation, that the nations work together to protect and restore the earth, 
preserving the beauty of the planet for future generations and honoring the gift of your 
creation. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those in positions of authority, that they govern with justice and 
compassion, recognizing the dignity of all people and working to promote peace and 
prosperity for all. Empower the ministries of churches in Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, and Peru 
with your Spirit, and grant good governance and justice for all who live there.   
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for people in any need. Give them your assurance and courage when the path 
forward is not clear. Liberate us from all that binds us, lift us up when we are bowed 
down, and show us your love. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, that we would be strengthened to build a world where all 
can thrive. Incite us to advocate for fair wages and just policies and guide us in building 
a community of mutual support. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed, including Theodore Fliedner and 
Jerome. Inspire us by their example to love and serve our neighbors and bring us to 
eternal life. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. 
Amen. 
 

 



 12 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings 
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts 
with Compass International Family Center and Project Neighbors – 
Freedom Recovery Fund. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00 am):          God Himself is Present         Burkhardt 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am):           Hallelujah, Amen                       Handel 
               (from Judas Maccabeus) 
 
 
OFFERING HYMN  ELW #686 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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GREAT THANKSGIVING    
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SANCTUS                    
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God has fed us from the very beginning; Christ is the Living Bread, given for all 
Creation and for you today. Come and eat! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC ELW #479  We Come to the Hungry Feast 
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ELW #729  The Church of Christ, in Every Age 

 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God, that the gifts of your Spirit may work 
in us and renew the face of the earth. May we be one with you so that our work is 
yours, and your work is ours. Transform our lives to reflect your glory in Creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 

BLESSING 
God of the galaxies,  
God of the starburst and sunlit morning,  
God of the forest and shining seas,  
God of the blooming desert and rolling grasslands— 

Father, Son, ☩ and Holy Spirit, shine on you and bless you. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN   ELW #712  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Shawn Longacre Noah DeJesus 
 
Lector Paula Katsahnias Becky Fry 
 
Prayer Assistant   Linda Mapes  Phil Hahn 
 
Communion Assistants  Erin Schmidgall Phil Hahn 
     Chris Schmidgall Jeri Simms 
 
Ushers     Luke Venstrom 
     Irene Adams 
      
Sound/Light    Sam Venstrom  Tony Reinhold 
 
Video/Livestream       —————-  Adam Gibson-Even 

 
Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Cantor     Luke Venstrom 
 
Communion Baker   The Bull Family 

DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE                 Toccata in e minor       Pachelbel   
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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 Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Peru. 
 

We are thankful for: 

• the distinctive rhythms, music, dance, food and natural medicine in this area 

• the beauty of the region, forests, mountains, rivers, lakes, and ocean coastlines, and especially 
 indigenous peoples’ relationship with, and care for, the natural environment 

• churches who witness and work both ecumenically and with those of other faiths to build 
 relationships of trust and commitment amid ongoing injustice and oppression 

• the diversity of languages and cultures flourishing in the region despite disruptions that have 
 occurred through colonization, and political and economic turmoil. 

 

We pray for: 

• Christians to have the courage, imagination and energy to build bridges of peace and 
 understanding against conflict and division, and to pursue justice for the poor, marginalized and 
 dispossessed 

• an end of corruption in all levels of the society, including economic exploitation which 
 impoverishes and hinders economic growth from benefitting all. 

• immigrants and refugees seeking a new home, and those who accompany and support them 

• coca farmers to find sustainable incomes from other crops, for an end to drug trafficking, and 
 effective assistance for those who are addicted. 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of September 28 

 
September 29-Michael and All Angels 
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day along with the 
other angels and archangels. The word “angel” means messenger, and in Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and no physical body. 
 
September 30-Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew and 
Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day, 
creating a version called the Vulgate. 
 
October 4-Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864 
Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among Lutherans. He 
was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The motherhouse he founded in 
Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world to take up this ministry. 
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The Season of Creation is an annual celebration uniting Christians in prayer and action for 
the protection of our common home. The idea of celebrating 1 September as a day of 
prayer for creation began at the wish of the Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios in 1989, and 
was endorsed by Pope Francis in 2015; in 2008 the World Council of Churches began en-
couraging churches to observe a Time of Creation. The season runs from September 1 to 
October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
During this season we are encouraged to pray and engage in community events in order to 
deepen our relationship with our God, our neighbor and the earth we share, being ever 
more attentive to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 
Our Biblical text for this year is Isaiah 32:14-18. The prophet Isaiah pictured the desolated 
Creation without peace because of the lack of justice and the broken relationship between 
God and humankind. This description of devastated cities and wastelands eloquently 
stresses the fact that human destructive behaviours have a negative impact on the Earth. 
 
Our hope: Creation will find peace when justice is restored. 
There is still hope and the expectation for a peaceful Earth. 
 
To hope in a biblical context does not mean to stand still and quiet, but to act, pray, 
change, and reconcile with Creation and the Creator in unity, metanoia (repentance), and 
solidarity. 
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