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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 



 3 

 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The prophet describes an 
everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility, and freedom. Jesus 
associates with those excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; 
we lament flawed systems; and we seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather around word, water, and 
meal by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and 
hope for life in beloved community.  

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE    What God Ordains is Good Indeed     Pachelbel 
               (chorale & partitas) 
     
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
source of hope in every nation,  
rest for the weary,  
glory and peace to the ends of the earth.  
Amen.  
 
Let us bring every burden to God.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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God of all mercy,  
we have sinned against you,  
our neighbors, and your creation.  
Within ourselves and our communities,  
our desire to do what is good  
is at war with the evil that dwells in us.  
We lament the evil that holds us captive.  
We repent of the evil we have done,  
and the evil done on our behalf.  
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us  
for lives of compassion and courage  
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  
 
All-merciful, Almighty God  
forgive you all your sins  
through the grace of + Jesus Christ,  
and by the Spirit’s power  
strengthen you in doing what is good.  
Amen.  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
whose Son came eating and drinking, 
exposing the rivalry 
that tears the world apart: 
may we share this feast and friendship 
and lay our burdens 
in his liberating arms 
through Jesus Christ, Wisdom’s child. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 
 

READING: Zechariah 9: 9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s 
covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 
 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 145:8-14 
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 Lord, you are good to all, 
and your compassion is over all your works.  
10 All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 
and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
and speak of your power, 
12 that all people may know of your power 
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;  
your dominion endures throughout all ages.  
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words,  
and loving in all your works. 
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
READING: Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know 
to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 

 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact 
it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does 
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, 
but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 
within me. 
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that 
wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #1017  Come to Me, O Weary Traveler  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, and all of 
creation. 
A brief silence.  
Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. 
Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our 
timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. 
Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the 
gospel. God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic 
to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many 
centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have 
fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own 
divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people 
that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its 
declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the 
spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, 
justice, humility, and peace may flourish. We pray also for our neighbors in Sudan, 
South Sudan, and Uganda, that you would bless churches with your Spirit and all people 
with your justice and peace. God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live 
with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking 
refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they 
once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need. God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
Here other intercessions may be offered.  
We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed 
for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who 
have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace 
officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone before 
us, and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared.  
God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  
Amen.   
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 12 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are 
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 
1- ELCA’s Global Missions’ Arusha Lutheran Hospital in Tanzania 
Africa and 2- AMOS, “A Mission of Service” in Guatemala and 
Honduras.  

  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY         Allegro               Carvalho 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God,  
for waves of grain and harvesters,  
fruitful vines and winepresses,  
for our labor and our rest,  
for the gifts of your hand in this land.  
Transform us and what we offer  
into the banquet of your compassion,  
serving your love without limits  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TABLE PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 



 14 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven:  
Taste and know that God is good to all.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require 
this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ELW #404 Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove 
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ELW #620 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
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ACS #967 This is Christ’s Body 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, God of heaven and earth,  
that you fill our deepest need  
with the very gift of Jesus Christ,  
broken and poured out for us.  
Pour us out into a broken world.  
Channel our common life  
toward the common good,  
following the way our Savior leads us  
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the 
assembly’s participation in God’s mission in the world. 
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AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION OF CIVIC LIFE  
 
The presiding minister addresses those affirming Christian vocation in civic life.  
People of God, you are chosen and named as God’s beloved.  
You have received the gift of Christian vocation,  
a holy calling lived out in various dimensions of your life,  
your relationships and communities,  
your work and your rest.  
Daily and richly we live in the promises of holy baptism,  
sustained by grace to trust God,  
proclaim Christ through word and deed,  
care for others and the world God made,  
and work for justice and peace.  
 
I ask you, therefore:  
Will you endeavor to pattern your life on Jesus Christ,  
in gratitude to God and in service to others?  
I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Will you strive to pursue the common good in public life,  
nurturing mutual care among neighbors near and far?  
I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Will you pledge to bear witness in word and action,  
commending what is true and right,  
renouncing what is unjust and harmful,  
and working to mend what is flawed?  
I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
The presiding minister continues.  
Sovereign God, your Son Jesus lived within the structures of society even as he spoke 
truth to those in power and challenged systems of oppression. Give to your servants  
courage, patience, and vision in their commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Empower 
us all in our Christian vocation to be courageous disciples and responsible citizens. 
Grant that our life in the public realm be grounded in love for our neighbors, care for the 
most vulnerable, and respect for the common life we share, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  
Amen.  
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BLESSING 
The Author of life,  
the Word of salvation,  
the Breath of new birth,  
+ one God, bless you  
and equip you for living and serving,  
today and every day.  
Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN ELW #887 This Is My Song 
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Trumpet Tune                         Boyce 
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda. 
 
We are thankful for: 
• how the churches in Sudan and in South Sudan, as well as Ecumenical Network Sudan, have 

consistently pursued peace processes, healing and reconciliation in these war-ravaged 
countries 

• those who work to bring justice for the victims of genocide and war crimes, including the 
International Criminal Court 

• the many who carry out humanitarian work in these countries and who settle those who are 
displaced 

• the economic progress and peacebuilding that has occurred in Uganda, and for effective 
measures to curb the spread of HIV and AIDS. 

 
We pray for: 
• a cessation of ethnic animosities and violence, and increased understanding between ethnic 

and religious groups 
• an end to the rape and practices of genital mutilation of girls and women 
• governments  to respect the will and best interests of their people and the human rights of all 
• natural resources to be preserved and the land saved from further desertification. 

 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 

Week of July 5, 2026 
 
July 6 
Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 
Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who spoke against abuses in 
the church, and was seen by Martin Luther as his predecessor in the reforming 
movement. He was found guilty of heresy by a council of the church, and burned at the 
stake. 
 
July 11 
Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 
Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in Rome, 
he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of m onks around him. 
He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and adapted by 
others. 
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Invited 
 
Jesus offers a comforting invitation, “Come to me,” amid a reflection on the mystery of 
God’s wisdom and the failure by some to recognize it. Instead of making the search for 
wisdom into a game of hide-and-seek, Jesus sheds any presumption that God’s wisdom 
belongs only to the elite or adventurous. He declares that the gift of wisdom is 
accessible and available not just for the smart or those who have earned it in some way; 
it is for the willing, the burdened, and the heavy-laden. Do not worry about going to find 
secret knowledge. No need to try harder to figure it out. Just receive his invitation to 
come. 
 
But in our culture, with so much energy and attention devoted to what we can earn, how 
do we hear this simple invitation from Jesus? When we find that the wise and intelligent 
are no closer to obtaining this gift from God, does that give us pause? Is all the effort to 
find the hidden things Jesus is speaking about part of the burden he asks us to lay down? 
How can we experience the rest Jesus gives? 
 
The expression “come to Jesus” has varied usage in the broader culture, but our 
gatherings for the Lord’s supper reveal something about Jesus’ invitation and God’s 
gifts. When we receive the sacrament, we acknowledge a gift given—one that we need. 
When we come forward, we may not fully understand exactly how receiving those 
elements is “coming to Jesus,” but the space is made. We can accept Jesus’ invitation 
without knowing its full implications. And while the invitation is personal, it also helps 
us recognize that the community is united in a common response. 
 


