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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
  
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers 
living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel 
and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation 
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, 
and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE          Fantasia in C minor                   J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Lord of the wellspring, 
source of life and truth: 
Jesus asked for water 
from the hands of a woman 
in the land of the stranger; 
may he teach us to name our need, 
to love our neighbor 
and to worship you 
in spirit and in truth, 
through Jesus Christ, who shows us who we are. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level 
and voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
MISSION MOMENT:  Growing Faith 
The assembly is seated . 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited forward for a time together. 
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READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to 
God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is 
the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 
 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The Lord 
said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in 
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the 
people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place 
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the 
Lord among us or not?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 95 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 
 let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
2Let us come before God's presence | with thanksgiving 
 and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 
3For you, LORD, | are a great God, 
 and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
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 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
 the heights of the hills are | also yours. 
5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
 and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
 let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.   R 
7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God's pasture  
 and the sheep | of God's hand. 
  Oh, that today you would | hear God's voice! 
8"Harden | not your hearts, 
 as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert. 
9There your ancestors | tested me, 
 they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works. 
10Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying, 
 'The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.' 
11Indeed I swore | in my anger, 
 'They shall never come | to my rest.'"   R 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 4:5-29, 39-42 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many 
others to faith. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 
the well. It was about noon. 
 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
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common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who 
gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have 
said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the 
woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see 
a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 
  39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed 
because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said 
that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of 
the world. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #777     Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and inter-religious 
dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and congregational leaders. 
Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the gospel, that all experience your  
life-giving love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the earth and 
seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the diversity and 
preservation of life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate us from 
our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where diversity of gender, race, 
language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and affirmed. Bless the lands and 
people of Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden, 
and nurture the witnesses of churches there. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who are lonely, 
and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live with chronic illness or other 
sickness. Give them your living water always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, especially those preparing for baptism. Nurture their faith 
and pour your love into their hearts. Equip parents as they share their faith with their 
children. Inspire our community by their testimony to God’s grace in their lives. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give thanks for the lives of all your saints, especially Gregory the Great and Patrick. 
Their hope in you sustained lives of faith and service: encourage us with that same hope. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, our 
community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month we are 
sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of  Hilltop House hilltophouse.org. 
 

  If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am): God So Loved the World      Stainer 
 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso believeth in Him, 
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  (John 3: 16,17) 
 

https://www.hilltophouse.org
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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OFFERTORY (10:30 am):      Fugue in a minor                      Pachelbel 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
God of good gifts, 
your generosity provides for our needs 
and nurtures our growing faith. 
We return these gifts to you in gratitude and hope: 
may this church be like a tree 
growing by the stream of your living water, 
sharing your life with the world. 
Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TABLE PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. 
Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the 
trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #472  Eat This Bread (sung 4x) 
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ELW  #658  O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing              arr. Roberts 
 
           

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

John 4:15 - The woman said to Jesus, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 
Jesus tells the Samaritan woman, “The water that I will give will become in them a 

spring of water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:14b). Watering your soul with 

Christ’s living presence is good stewardship indeed! 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Luke Ridley Noah DeJesus  
    

Lector Jessica Landrum Crill Family 
 

Prayer Assistant Sue McPherson Crill Family 
 

Communion Assistants Kathy Sutherland Erin Crill 
 Betty Luckett Holly Knauff 
  

Ushers Tim Sutherland Magdalena Gibson-Even 
 Don MacMillan Jerry Bohacik 
        

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold 
  

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - -  Ben Crill 
  

Welcome Center   
  

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 

Worship Participants   Karl Stefans, cantor 
     Sanctuary Choir 
 

March Altar Gifts 
 

Communion Baker  Karen Hernes 
 

Communion Wine  JoAnn Murfey ~ In Memory of Jim Murfey   
 

Altar Candles   Given to the Glory of God 
 

Eternal Lamp Candles  Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In Memory of Allen and Helene Bauer 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of March 12, 2023 

 
March 12 
Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 
Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of Rome. 
Giving this up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced public worship 
through the establishment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate with the readings. Gregorian 
chant is named in his honor. 
 
March 17 
Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery in 
Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry. Returning to 
Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, 
Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden. 
 

We are thankful for: 

• the spectacular beauty of the changing landscape of forests, lakes, mountains and     
      glaciers 

• churches that are advocating and  implementing measures to redress climate change  
      that is dramatic here and throughout the world 

• those who have opened their doors and hearts to people migrating to these lands 

• the support for justice, peace and interfaith work that comes from these countries. 
 

We pray for: 

• the poor and marginalized who struggle in these rich countries 

• personal and investment practices that support environmental sustainability 

• growing openness to becoming more multi-ethnic, multi-faith societies 

• those who are affluent that they will contribute to making the world and their  
      societies more just for all. 

• a Church that is prepared to be a voice in the struggle for indigenous people rights. 
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Growing Faith 

Living our Baptism through the 5 Gifts of Discipleship 
 
When baptized Christians affirm the faith (often called confirmation) the minister asks 
the question:  Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy 
baptism: 
 
 to live among God’s faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

RESPONSE:  We do, and ask God to help and guide us.  
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 236) 
 

And so begins a daily claiming and re-discovering of the God-given gifts of 
discipleship. These gifts overlap and are intertwined as one gift flows into another and 
into faithful living.  On Wednesdays through Lent we will explore (unwrap) these gifts, 
noticing the ways God uses them to show love and faithfulness to us, and the ways 
God uses them to equip us to love one another. 

 
 

 


