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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of
faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated
as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




1t’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. The body and blood of
Jesus in holy communion have made us clean. We have died with Christ and been raised with him. For
all this we have returned to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the
good news.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Grateful Hymns of Praise Larson
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (10:30 am only)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found. Amen.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of = Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW #864

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

God of the borderlands,

you travel between

the foreign and the familiar:

open our world

to those we would exclude

and despise;

heal and liberate us

when we are outcast

that we might learn to praise your name
with hearts that are whole;

through Jesus Christ, the Rejected One.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR GEMMA JANE CEMPEL
(8:00 a.m. only—10:30 continues on page 8)

The candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the
life of the world.

Sponsors present the candidate:
We present Gemma Jane for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses the parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
Gemma baptized into Christ?

We do.



The presiding minister continues:
As you bring Gemma to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Gemma grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Gemma in the Christian faith as you
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

We do.

The assembly stands.

People of God, do you promise to support Gemma and pray for her in her new life in
Christ? Will you grow with her, learn with her, serve with her, and together give praise
to God?

We will.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.



Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized
by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



BAPTISM

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.

Gemma Jane, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays:
Sustain Gemma with the gift of your Holy Spirit:

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.
Gemma, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross
of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized.
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to
all the world.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME
Children are invisted forward for a time together.

HANDBELL ANTHEM God’s Peace Austin



READING: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15¢

Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously cures his illness, but
only after Naaman realizes, with the help of his servants, that he also needs healing for his pride. This
foreign general then acknowledges the sovereignty of the God of Israel.

' Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high
favor with his master, because by him the LorD had given victory to Aram. The man,
though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. ° Now the Arameans on one of their
raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s
wife. ~ She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in
Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” ' When the king of Israel read the letter, he
tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to
me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with
me.”
* But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he
sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that
he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” * So Naaman came with his horses and
chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. '’ Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you
shall be clean.” '' But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for
me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LorD his God, and
would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! '~ Are not Abana and Pharpar,
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them,
and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. '’ But his servants approached and
said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would
you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be
clean’?” '* So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according
to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and
he was clean.

1 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood
before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 111
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation.
*Great are your ' works, O LORD,
pondered by all who de- ! light in them. R
*Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds,
and your righteousness en- | dures forever.
*You cause your wonders to ' be remembered;
you are gracious and full ' of compassion.
>You give food to ! those who fear you,
remembering forev- | er your covenant.
You have shown your people the power ' of your works
in giving them the lands ' of the nations. R
"The works of your hands are faithful- ! ness and justice;
all of your pre- | cepts are sure.
They stand fast forev- ! er and ever,
because they are done in | truth and equity.
’You sent redemption to your people
and commanded your cove- | nant forever;
holy and awesome ! is your name.
'The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding.

God's praise en- | dures forever. R 10



READING: 2 Timothy 2:8-15

Though Paul is chained as a prisoner, the word of God is never shackled or confined. Timothy is
encouraged to proclaim that word of freedom in an honest and upright life as well as in his teaching and
preaching.

¢ Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my
gospel, ’ for which I suffer hardshlp, even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
But the word of God is not chained. '’ Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the
elect, 50 that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal
glory ' The saying is sure:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

7 if we endure, we will also reign with him;

1f we deny h1rn he will also deny us;

" if we are falthless he remains faithful—

for he cannot deny himself.

"“Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to av01d wrangling
over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. '” Do your best
to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 17:11-19
Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a Samaritan healed of leprosy becomes
a model for those who would praise and worship God and give thanks for God’s mercy.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"' On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and
Galilee. '” As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, '
they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” '* When he saw them, he said
to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made
clean. ' Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God
with a loud voice. '° He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a
Samaritan. '’ Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are
they? '* Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”
" Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #845 Voices Raised to You
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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APOSTLES’ CREED (10:30 a.m. only)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.
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PRAYERS
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations. Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
creation.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, you lead your people to faith. Remind the church that your word flows
into the world. By your Spirit, teach the church to share the word of God for the sake of
the world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Creating God, you provided cleansing and healing waters for Naaman. Water the earth’s
lands in parched places. Restore clean water to all communities, and guide the work of
all who advocate for safe and abundant water supplies. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Righteous One, you bring justice and wholeness throughout the world, and your
righteousness endures forever. By your spirit, guide leaders of all nations and lands to
right relationship with you and with one another. In Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua,
and Panama, bring an end to violence and equip churches to be signs of your love.

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, you know the needs of your people. Show mercy to those suffering in the
world. Comfort those in need of your healing. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, you free us by your word. Help us, by your Spirit, to be transformed to
live your word of freedom honestly and uprightly in our teaching, preaching, and
serving. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith, remembering
especially Teresa, Ignatius, and Luke. Guide us to trust in the baptismal promise of
resurrection in Christ. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

14



We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

OFFERING

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through
the participation and support of its members and guests. Because offerings

are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with

with Lutheran World Relief [wr.org and ELCA World Hunger/Disaster
Response elca.org/hunger and elca.org/disaster

If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

[=]
[=]
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OFFERTORY Flute Solo Arne
OFFERING HYMN ELW #686 We Give Thee but Thine Own
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus

at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

the server that you require this.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION MUSIC ELW #740 God of the Sparrow
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1 God of the spar - row God of the whale God of the swirl - ing
2 God of the earth-quake God of the storm God of the trum - pet
3 God of the rain - bow God of the cross God of the emp - ty
4 God of the hun - gry God of the sick God of the prod - 1 -
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stars How does the crea-ture say Awe
blast How does the crea-ture cry Woe
grave How does the crea-ture say Grace
gal How does the crea-ture say Care
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How does the crea - ture say Praise
How does the crea - ture cry Save
How does the crea - ture say Thanks
How does the crea - ture say Life
5 God of the neighbor 6 God of the ages
God of the foe God near at hand
God of the pruning hook God of the loving heart
How does the creature say Love How do your children say Joy

How does the creature say Peace How do your children say Home



ELW #617

We Come to You for Healing, Lord
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1 We come to  you for heal - ing, Lord, of
2 As once you walked through an -  cient streets and
3 You touch us through phy - si - cians’ skills, through
4 When nights are long with wake -  ful - ness, through
5 We come to  you, 0] lov. - ing Lord, in
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bod - y, mind, and soul, and pray that by your
reached toward those in  pain, come, ris - en Christ, a -
nurs - es’ gifts of care, and through the Ilove of
days when strength runs low, grant us your gift of
our dis - ftress and pain, in  trust that through our
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Spir - it’'s touch we may a - gain be  whole.
mong us  still with pow’r to heal a - gain.
faith - ful friends who lift our lives in  prayer.
pa - tience, Lord, your calm - ing peace to  know.
nights and days your grace will  heal, sus - tain.
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
INVITATIONS

The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,

*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #839 Now Thank We All Our God
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1 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,

2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,

3 All praise and thanks to God the Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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who won-drous things has done, in whom this world re - joic - es;
with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless-ed peace to cheer us,
the Son, and Spir - it blest, who reign in high - est heav - en,
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who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
and keep wus all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
the one e - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’n a - dore;
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with count-less gifts of love, and still is ours to - day.
and free wus from all harm in this world and the  next.
for thus it was, is now, and shall be ev - er - more.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Fugain C Rheinberger

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.
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Acolyte
Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Sound/Light

Video/Livestream

Pastors

Director of Music Ministries
Cantor
Worship Participants

Communion Baker

Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Sam Venstrom Maya Bull

Kathy Sutherland Jeri Simms

Linda Mapes Heather Budnik
Bob Luckett Holly Knauff
Betty Luckett Betty Luckett
Tim Sutherland Doc Knauff

Bill Scheiderich
Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold

Adam Gibson-Even

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch
Madeline Fry
Celebration Ringers Handbell Ensemble

Marilyn McGawn
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua,
Panama

We are thankful for:

* the natural beauty in this region

* the cultural and spiritual contributions made by the indigenous peoples living in these
countries

* church leaders and others who continue to struggle for justice, human rights and dignity, and
who work for reconciliation in these lands

* those who have turned away from violence and live with others in peace.

We pray for:

* children and youth who are traumatized by violence and flee to other lands

+ an end to gang violence and drug trafficking

* more just distribution of wealth that enables the millions who have been excluded to have
access to a dignified life in these countries

* Christians to have the courage to live out the liberating gospel.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of October 12

October 15

Teresa of Avila (Teresa de Jesus), teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582

A mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which she belonged,
Teresa may also be commemorated with John of the Cross on December 14. Latino Christians
traditionally remember her on this date.

October 17

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, died around 115

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name “Christians”
originated. Ignatius is known to us from his letters, which encouraged Christians to live in love,
yet stand firm in true doctrine.

October 18

Luke, Evangelist

Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of Jesus’
life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us some of the most beloved
parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon.
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On Common Ground

Ten people are healed by Jesus, but only one returns to thank him. That is the central ten-
sion of today’s gospel story. But there is also a twist, one we may have missed if we were
not listening closely: the one who thanked Jesus was a Samaritan.

The faithful of Jesus’ time would have known all about the hostility between Judeans and
Samaritans. The conflict between the two groups stretched back generations and genera-
tions. It was animosity so entrenched that people probably did not remember the specifics
of the fight. They just knew they hated the other side. A Judean would never associate
with a Samaritan, much less heal one of them.

But as we see in this story and others throughout the gospels, Jesus did not seem to care
about the labels the world assigned to people: scribe or Pharisee, sinner or tax collector.
Jesus also did not stop to consider whether the person was from Judea or Samaria. He
looked into the eyes of all who came to him and saw directly to their humanity. He
brought healing and wholeness to everyone.

Just as Jesus told the Samaritan, he could tell us, too, that our faith makes us well. God
gives us faith that overcomes the destructive words of the world, allowing us to transcend
barriers and labels and to recognize the humanity in each individual. God is also calling us
as a whole community to go and seek out the Samaritans of our own time and place—
anyone whom the rest of the world rejects and reviles—and show them the same compas-
sion and mercy we have received.

God’s love makes us whole. Words can hurt, but thanks to Jesus, words can heal too.
More often than not, we will find common ground through God’s power to heal, even
among the Samaritans.
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