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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
  

 
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
  
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
 
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
  
  
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, 
Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light 
to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and 
named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are 
oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE    Christ is My Life       Pachelbel
                           (chorale & partitas) 
                      

WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside of the 
Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: 
light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup 
for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN ELW #310 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
God of freedom, 
your beloved meets us where we are, 
immersed in the flow of life: 
by his humility and solidarity 
raise us from fear and guilt; 
may the arc of the Spirit’s flight 
make us a people of peace; 
through Jesus Christ, the Son of Righteousness. 
Amen. 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR CORD PHILLIP LLOYD (10:30 a.m.) 
The assembly is seated. Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises 
us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Sponsors present the candidate: 
We present Cord Phillip for baptism. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the parents: 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Cord 
baptized into Christ? 
Response: 
We do. 
 

The presiding minister continues: 
As you bring Cord to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God's faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that he may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Cord grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Cord in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
Response: 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
People of God, will you promise to support Cord and pray for him in his new life in Christ?  
Will you grow with him, learn with him, serve with him, and together give praise to God? 
We will. 
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 PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
  
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the 
waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and 
satisfy all living things. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you 
led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with 
water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for 
Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and 
female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
The assembly is seated. 
 

BAPTISM 
 

The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  
Cord Phillip, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
Sustain Cord with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Cord, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. 
Amen. 
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WELCOME 
 

A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized. 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
  
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. 
  

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not 
exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s 
task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations. 

 
 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 5Thus says God, the Lord, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
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  a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the Lord, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 29 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
1Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 
ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 
worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 
the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor. R 
5The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 
the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
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6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the Lord 
bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness; 
the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O Lord, give strength | to your people; 
give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace. R 
 
READING: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of 
God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, 
Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as 
God’s child. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #448  This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  (8:00 a.m.) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the 
new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and 
teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal 
the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds, especially Lake 
Michigan, the Little Calumet and Kankakee Rivers, and Salt Creek. Bring relief to 
parched lands and to communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international 
authorities to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military 
service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Give the people of Iran, Iraq, and Syria 
hope and courage as they wait for justice, peace, and safety. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from 
oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first 
responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or 
experiencing crisis. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your 
Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any 
beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to 
serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks 
for Adrian of Canterbury and all those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be 
united with them and all the saints in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those in 
person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one 
another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, our 
community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month we are 
sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of  First Contact firstcontactinc.org  
and the Christ Lutheran Mike Steiner Benevolence Fund. 
 

  If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-line portal 
at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY            Allegro                                                  G.F. Handel 
                                                                  (from Organ Concerto No. 13) 

   
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://firstcontactinc.org
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TABLE PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 

In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 



 18 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #460 Now the Silence (sung 2x) 
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ELW #396  Spirit of Gentleness 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #304   Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE    Fugue in G     Rheinberger 
      (op. 123) 
                    

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Joanie Furuness Danelle Rivera  
     

Lector Roland Albrecht Karen Hernes  
 

Prayer Assistant Kathy Sutherland Amy Knauff 
 

Communion Assistants Barbara Clements Holly Knauff 
 Andrew Teeple Jacquie Chevalier  
  

Ushers Tim Sutherland Jonathan Bull 
 Don MacMillan 
        

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold  
  

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - -  Adam Gibson-Even 
 
Welcome Center  Brooke Robinson 
 

Pastors:    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.   
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries:  Brian Bartusch 
 
Cantor:    Karen Hernes (10:30 a.m.) 
 

January Altar Gifts 
 

Communion Baker:  Angela Wehner 
 

Communion Wine:  Phyllis Schroeder ~ To the Glory of God and in Memory 
    of David 
 

Altar Candles:   Lois & Mike Felten ~ Celebrating Connie’s 102nd  
    Birthday! 
 

Eternal Lamp Candles: Given to the Glory of God 



 23 

 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of January 8, 2023  

 
Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF) 
African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, 
in developing the church in England. He was director of a school at which church 
leaders were trained. 

Stewardship Snippet 
 

Matthew 3:16-17 – And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him … and a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
Listen! Can you hear the whispering voice of God saying, “You are my child, my beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased”? In baptism you have been named and claimed as God’s own child. 

Steward this gift as you grow in faith and action in 2023. 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle This week we pray for the churches and people of  Iran, 
Iraq, Syria. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the resilience of the people who remain in their homelands even when they face 
constant threats and ongoing violence 

• the relief and assistance that has been provided to so many 

• those who have made a new home for refugees fleeing from these countries 

• those who have worked continually for peace, justice and reconciliation. 
 
We pray for: 

• an end to the violence racking these battlefields of global powers 

• political leaders emerging in these countries who will pursue peace, the common 
good, and human rights of all groups 

• the international  community to pursue policies that will result in acceptable, just 
peace for all involved 

• greater openness to welcoming those displaced or fleeing from these lands, 
desperately seeking safety and wellbeing. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

Baptized and Beloved 
 
It was a relatively common scene: a first-century Palestinian man waiting on the banks 
of the Jordan River for his turn to be baptized. And yet there was something different 
about this time, this place, this man. This time God would enter into the waters of God’s 
own creation. 
 
This story gives us a glimpse of how God enters fully into this life with us. God enters 
into our earthbound, created existence of river banks and dusty earth, rushing water and 
cloud-spotted skies. Jesus enters into our time-bound realities of life and death too, not 
shying away from the hard parts of being human. In these mysterious waters of baptism, 
Jesus immerses himself in pain and sin, sickness and death. And then Jesus emerges 
from the depths into new life—a life rooted in his identity as the Beloved One, the one 
sent by God to bring all of creation into renewed relationship with God and one another. 
 
Jesus’ baptism is just the beginning of his earthly ministry. From here, he will enter the 
wilderness, call his disciples, preach and teach and heal. He will disrupt the status quo, 
scandalize the authorities, and challenge his most loyal followers in his mission to offer 
the world a glimpse of the kingdom of God. 
 
At its core, this is an Epiphany story. It reveals to us who Jesus is: Beloved. Sent by 
God. The one in whom God is pleased from the very beginning. The one in whom God 
is made known to the world. And this story reveals to us something else as well. It has 
the power to remind us who we are, as we too are swept up in these life-giving waters. 
We too emerge as a new creation made whole in Christ. May we hear God’s words to us 
too: “This is my child the beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 


