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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided 
attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the 
word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith.” 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE                   Prelude              Rutter 
            (from Suite Antique) 
      
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                         
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833


 4 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
KYRIE                
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE              
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God of restless fire, 
and urgent river’s flow: 
unsettle the false peace 
which hides our divisions; 
unfold our hearts 
to sense your presence; 
unloose your kingdom 
and make us one 
in Jesus Christ, the first of many siblings.  Amen. 
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WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC          Aria     Rutter 
            (from Suite Antique)    
 
READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings about a beautiful vineyard, carefully planted and cultivated, that nevertheless yields 
wild grapes. The owner therefore determines to destroy the vineyard, which represents the sinful people of 
Israel and Judah. 

 
 1 Let me sing for my beloved 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
 5 And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6 I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
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  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, 
  but heard a cry! 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 80:1-2, 8-19 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and planted it. 
9 You cleared the ground for it; 
  it took root and filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
  and its branches to the river.  
12 Why have you broken down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
14 Turn now, O God of hosts, 
  look down from heaven; 
15 behold and tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right hand has planted.  
16 They burn it with fire like rubbish; 
  at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 
17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
18 And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                               
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56 
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s call. 
The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 49 “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 
completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, 
but rather division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against 
two and two against three; 53 they will be divided:  
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
  54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55 And when you see the south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56 You 
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you 
not know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #704  When Pain of the World Surrounds Us 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 
A brief silence. 
Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries 
with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in 
solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Safeguard rivers and lakes, including Lake Michigan and the Little Calumet and 
Kankakee Rivers, from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy makers, 
and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Inspire cooperative efforts among lawmakers, 
including our local leaders, to enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most 
vulnerable. Grant our neighbors in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger 
relief from drought, hunger, and poverty; bring them stability and an end to violence. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those 
who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homebound. 
Reassure them of your care in all times and places. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their 
planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and support 
for their work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us, especially 
Bernard. By the example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set 
before us, until that day when we join their unending praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always 
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download 
at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY      Ostinato     Rutter 
            (from Suite Antique) 
             
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING HYMN ELW #185 Create in Me a Clean Heart 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                  
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS           
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                   
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD          
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COMMUNION MUSIC ACS # 978 God Welcomes All (sung 4x) 
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ELW #491 Come, Let Us Eat 
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ELW #815 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   ELW #603  God, When Human Bonds are Broken  

 
Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
  
POSTLUDE          Trumpet Tune in D               Johnson  
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 
 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Sam Venstrom 
 
Lector Dave Keammerer Jackson Ecklund-Baker
   
Prayer Assistant   Betty Luckett  Becky Fry 
 
Communion Assistants  Scott Steinwart Jacquie Chevalier 
     Kathy Sutherland Holly Knauff 
 
Ushers     The Bull Family Jackson Ecklund-Baker 
        Jonah Knauff   
 
Sound/Light    Lance Nolting  Tony Reinhold 
 
Video/Livestream        —————   
 
Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
     Heather Budnik, flute 
 
Communion Baker   Angela Wehner 
 
Communion Table   Terry Albrecht   
     Helen Arvidson     
     Barb Clements 
     Marilyn McGawn 
     Lori Schwartz    
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the heritage of ancient trade routes, rich oral traditions and nomadic practices of 
 people in the lands these countries now occupy 

• humanitarian work to improve food security and livelihoods, especially for women 

• pro-active efforts to preserve the environment in these desert lands 

• welcome and provision for those who often must flee across borders. 
 

We pray for: 

• those impoverished who lack basic needs and rights, that these will be met 

• desperate children and others who turn to crime or begging or become enslaved 

• effective response to the frequent droughts and hunger in this area 

• more stable political rule in these countries to stem violence and provide for all. 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of August 17 

 
August 20 
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Bernard was a Cistercian monk who became an abbot of great spiritual depth. He was a 
mystical writer deeply devoted to the humanity of Christ who emphasized the inner 
human experience of prayer and contemplation. He was critical of one of the foremost 
theologians of the day, Peter Abelard, because he believed Abelard’s approach to faith 
was too rational and did not provide sufficient room for mystery. Bernard’s devotional 
writings are still read today. His sermon on the Song of Solomon treats that Old 
Testament book as an allegory of Christ’s love for humanity. Bernard wrote several 
hymns that are still sung today in translation, including “Jesus, the Very Thought of 
You” (ELW 754). 
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It’s So Confusing 
 
Entering someone else’s conversation halfway through can be disorienting. You don’t 
know the context, and you’re confused about the background, so you can’t really make 
heads or tails of what’s being discussed. Today’s gospel reading is kind of like that 
experience. It’s so confusing to hear Jesus talk like this! 
 
But if we’re honest with ourselves, we know our world is already full of the divisions 
Jesus describes. Political divisions have only deepened. Religious divisions cause people 
to talk over one another. We encounter racial divisions that we’re afraid to talk about or 
even acknowledge, and economic divisions that isolate people according to status and 
means. Yes, our world is already full of divisions. And what about the tone of this 
gospel reading? Jesus’ sayings are so provocative! With the kind of rhetoric being 
thrown around in our world today, do we need more alarming words? 
 
When we look closely at the reading and pay attention to the context, we can get a better 
idea of what exactly Jesus is proposing in these inflammatory sayings. Notice the 
divisions he mentions here: divisions within families. In the context of the ancient 
world, the family was the central unit of connection and the source of your identity. The 
family told you who you were and how you could (or could not) operate. 
 
It is into that kind of ordering, the foundation of identity, that Jesus brings disruption. 
His point is that in the kingdom of God, whether you were born into wealth or poverty, a 
family of prestige or one of pandemonium, you are God’s beloved child. The message of 
God in Christ breaks up the social boxes and social games of this world, erasing the 
dividing lines we already set up for ourselves. 
 
In the death and resurrection of Christ, we’re all united in God’s family, enjoying a new 
ordering of identity that breaks down what divides us. 
 


