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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation,
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.

>

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain
seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the
back of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your
children in worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness
because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste
of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the
outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in
her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend
its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive
strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE The Emperor’s Fanfare
WELCOME

if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,"+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



GATHERING HYMN ACS #1038 God, We Gather as Your People
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A silence is kept before the prayer.

Unclean God,

braving defilement,
inviting offence;

you share your bread

with vermin and outsiders;
you let the Gentile woman
subvert your plans:

give us the faith

that comes from the heart
and walks beyond

our boundary posts

that we might be surprised
by outrageous grace;
through Jesus Christ, son of David and light of the world.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited for a time together.

RESPONSIVE PSALM 133
' How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
“It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
" It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LorD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been
disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

[Paul writes:] ' T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. ** God has not
rejected h1s people whom he foreknew.



*’ For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. " Just as you were once

disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *' so
also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also
may now receive mercy. ~ For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may
be merciful to all.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 15: 10-28

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

""IJesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:'" it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth
that defiles.” '” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” '* He answered, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. '* Let them alone; they are
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a
pit.” " But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” '° Then he said, “Are you also
still without understanding? '’ Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters
the stomach and goes out into the sewer? '* But what comes out of the mouth proceeds
from the heart, and this is what defiles. '’ For out of the heart come evil intentions,
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. * These are what
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”



*! Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ** Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me,
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” *’ But he did not answer
her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” ** He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” ~” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” *“He answered,
“It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” " She said, “Yes,
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” ** Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed from that moment.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #587 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.



PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in
faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the
beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise
stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard
endangered species and their habitats. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and
ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations,
and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Tend to the vulnerable in Burkina
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger, that all might have what they need.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort,
community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may
recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in
love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving for Bernard and all the saints before us whose work is done, that their
faithful example continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your
gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING .
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world E E

through the offerings of its members and guests. Because offerings are
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with
1. Global Refuge (formerly Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service) E
www.globalrefuge.org 2. Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW)
www.lbwinc.org

If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line
portal at clcvalpo.org/give.

OFFERTORY
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

11
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the

words "Blessed is he.")
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LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.

Come, share in the feast!

Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

require this.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW #496  One Bread, One Body
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ELW #3814
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Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am (sung 4x, 4" time a cappella)
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the
assembly’s participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

God, who creates, redeems and sustains,
bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #630

In Christ There is No East or West
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dreams was nev - er sought, O God, the Lord of hosts!

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
This week we pray for the churches and people of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali,
Mauritania, Niger.

We are thankful for:

 the heritage of ancient trade routes, rich oral traditions and nomadic practices of
people in the lands these countries now occupy

e humanitarian work to improve food security and livelihoods, especially for women

o pro-active efforts to preserve the environment in these desert lands

e welcome and provision for those who often must flee across borders.

We pray for:

o those impoverished who lack basic needs and rights, that these will be met

e desperate children and others who turn to crime or begging or become enslaved
o effective response to the frequent droughts and hunger in this area

e more stable political rule in these countries to stem violence and provide for all.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of August 16, 2026

August 20

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153

Bernard was a Cistercian monk who became an abbot of great spiritual depth. He was a
mystical writer deeply devoted to the humanity of Christ who emphasized the inner
human experience of prayer and contemplation. He was critical of one of the foremost
theologians of the day, Peter Abelard, because he believed Abelard’s approach to faith
was too rational and did not provide sufficient room for mystery. Bernard’s devotional
writings are still read today. His sermon on the Song of Solomon treats that Old
Testament book as an allegory of Christ’s love for humanity. Bernard wrote several
hymns that are still sung today in translation, including “Jesus, the Very Thought of
You” (ELW 754).
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Breaking Boundaries

Jesus did not stay within the boundaries of his time, much to the frustration of
authorities. He broke through not just geographic boundaries but religious, ethnic, and
social boundaries as well.

Jesus intentionally broke geographic and ethnic boundaries in visiting the Canaanite
communities of Tyre and Sidon. Canaanites and Jews had often been in conflict, so it
was not that surprising when the disciples attempted to prevent a Canaanite woman from
seeing Jesus. She was breaking boundaries herself in asking that Jesus heal her child.
Jesus’ first response seems harsh, but as the woman persisted and acknowledged him as
“Lord” (something the disciples had been slow to grasp), he healed her child.

In this encounter, Jesus demonstrated that God’s love cannot be held back by boundaries
created by humans based on who we are, where we are from, what we have done, our
background, our position in society, and more. God’s grace and restoration are available
to all, with no exceptions.

And yet, history is filled with accounts of bias, discrimination, oppression, segregation,
persecution, and genocide. Tragically, this continues today in a multitude of ways and a
multitude of places.

As present-day disciples, we are called to follow Christ in breaking boundaries,
challenging biases, and welcoming all to celebrate God’s love at the font and the table.
So, what boundaries do we need to break to work for peace and proclaim the good
news? How are we and our congregations fighting bias, discrimination, oppression, and
persecution wherever we can? How are we persistently asking Christ to heal and restore
fractured communities and nations around the world?
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