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We Welcome You to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* 
of faith, grace, and love.  

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front on you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all
-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries 
that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd 
of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that 
they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too 
have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to 
share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE   Fantasia on ‘Komm, Heilige Geist, Herre Gott’    J.S. Bach 
       
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if 
there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point 
your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in 
the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/
tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in 
one or both elements).    
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW #627   O Day Full of Grace 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Spirit of truth: 
guide us into all the truth; 
consume the lies 
that shroud the world in hate; 
pray in us 
with sighs too deep for words; 
and let the victim’s voice ring out 
with hope for a new world; 
through Jesus Christ, who goes to the right hand of God. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited for a time together. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC (10:30 a.m.) Jesus Loves Me           arr. Thompson 
 
READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The Hebrew word rendered as ruach means “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” This reading plays on the 
different meanings of the word. Just as the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision are given new life, flesh, and 
breath (or spirit), so God will give the exiles God’s own spirit and will bring them home to the land of 
Israel. 

 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, 
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and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 
the Lord.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 104:24–34, 35b 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
24 How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 
 In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
 living things both | small and great. 
26There go the ships | to and fro, 
 and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
27All of them | look to you 
 to give them their food | in due season.   R 
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28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
 you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
 when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
 and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
 O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.   R 
32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
 you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
 I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
34May these words of | mine please God. 
 I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 
 Hal- | lelujah!   R 
 
READING: Acts 2:1-21 
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover. On this 
particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of believers just as 
Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears 
witness to God’s activity in multiple languages. 

 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
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 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel, turning to face the reader. 
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” and 
describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to 
testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But 
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 
6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless 
I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, 
he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, 
because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world 
has been condemned. 
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All 
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
We sing the Alleluia as the reader returns to the chancel. 

 
SERMON   
The assembly is seated.  Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #804 Come Down, O Love Divine 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of Commemorations—
further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the spread of the gospel. 
Shower your Spirit upon Sunday school students, confirmands, and our Little Lamb 
Preschool students as their school year comes to a close. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the diversity of plant and animal 
life on our planet. Empower us by your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of all you 
have made. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority understanding hearts, that 
they work together to bring justice and peace on earth. Grant all who vote in elections 
wisdom and discernment. Bless with your life and peace the lands, people, and churches 
of the Indian Ocean Islands: Comoros, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual abuse 
and exploitation, for those who are incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and lead worship, for 
acolytes and communion servers, for readers and tech ministers, for all who prepare and 
clean our worship space. May our worship be pleasing in your sight. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone 
before us in the faith. With Helena, give us courage to share our faith; with Nicolaus 
Copernicus and Leonhard Euler, give us wonder at your creation.  At the last day, 
breathe new life into our dry bones, that we might feast forever with all the saints in 
light. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those in 
person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one 
another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the 
participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings are 
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 
Reconciling Works  www.reconcilingworks.org/ric and our                 
CLC Youth attending ELCA Youth Gathering www.elca.church/gathering. 
        If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure 
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY  (8:00 am):        Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices    Burkhardt  
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am):    Hail This Joyful Day’s Return                 Harmon 
 
Hail this joyful day’s return, hail the Pentecostal morn, morn when our ascended Lord on his 
Church his Spirit poured! Like to cloven tongues of flames on the twelve the Spirit came – 
tongues, that earth may hear their call, fire, that love may burn in all. Lord, to you your 
people bend, unto us your Spirit send; blessings of this sacred day grant us, dearest Lord, we 
pray. Alleluia! To the Father praises sing; praise to Christ our risen King; praise to thee, the 
Lord of Love, blessed Spirit, Holy Dove. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

http://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric
http://www.elca.church/gathering
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS  

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS:  ELW #396 Spirit of Gentleness 
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ELW #398 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
SENDING HYMN  ACS # 944  O Spirit All-Embracing 
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BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION (10:30 a.m.) 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission 
 

DISMISSAL  
Children:  Alleluia! Go in peace. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE        Fanfare          Lemmens 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of May 19, 2024 

 

May 21 
Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330 
Wife of the co-regent of the West, Helena (or Helen) was mother of Constantine, who later 
became Roman emperor. After he was converted to Christianity, he influenced her also to 
become Christian. From that point she lived an exemplary life of faith, particularly through acts 
of generosity toward the poor. She is also remembered for traveling through Palestine and 
building churches on the sites she believed to be where Jesus was born, where he was buried, 
and from which he ascended. 
 
May 24 
Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists 
Remembering scientists such as Copernicus and Euler offers an opportunity to ponder the 
mysteries of the universe and the grandeur of God’s creation. Copernicus is an example of a 
renaissance person. He formally studied astronomy, mathematics, Greek, Plato, law, medicine, 
and canon law. He also had interests in theology, poetry, and the natural and social sciences. 
Copernicus is chiefly remembered for his work as an astronomer and his idea that the sun, not 
the earth, is the center of the solar system. 
 Euler (OY-ler) is regarded as one of the founders of the science of pure mathematics and 
made important contributions to mechanics, hydrodynamics, astronomy, optics, and acoustics. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Indian Ocean Islands: Comoros, 
Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles. 
 

We are thankful for: 
•    the spectacular scenery, exotic plants, rare animals and abundant sea life that flourish in the 
 region 
•    how people who are ethnically and religiously diverse have long lived together 
•    the economic developments that have lifted some out of poverty 
•    the vital evangelism, social and public witness of churches, and how the churches relate to 
 people of other faiths 
 

We pray for: 
•    the fragile environment and the unique plants, animals and lands, that they will be protected, 
 especially as the sea rises 
•    tourism and other economic developments, that they will not threaten, but enhance life for all 
 the people in these countries 
•    churches, that they will  grow through evangelistic efforts and in their work with those of 
 other faiths 
•    Christians to be bolder in their public witness for justice and reconciliation, especially in 
 times of political turmoil 
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After the Wind and Fire 
 
Jesus had his own way of urging hearers to “not miss the forest for the trees.” Recall some 
of his familiar lines: “You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel”  (Matthew 23:24), 
 “Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear?” (Mark 8:18), or 
“Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own 
eye?” (Luke 6:41). Look deeply. Listen carefully. Then pay attention to what is most 
important. 
 
Attention-grabbing as the wonders on the Day of Pentecost may be—a house filled with 
rushing wind, tongues of fire alighting on the heads of apostles, and the whirling of alien 
languages from stupefied mouths—take care to not let their bewildering extraordinariness 
blunt the true and greater wonder of this gospel event: the Advocate comes. 
 
All the times and events of Jesus’ life—among close followers, watchers from afar, 
believers as well as doubters; the astounding miracles, puzzling parables, curious 
teachings, and scandalous associations—were for one purpose only: to open to all of them, 
to the whole world, the mercy and love of God. 
 
But Jesus will not be at hand for long in the room, at the table, on the road and hillside, at 
the temple or synagogue, in the boat. The sound of his voice will become a memory; the 
image of his face will fade from sight. So, what happens when the hopeful days with Jesus 
end? 
 
The Advocate comes! Yes, we retell the story now of an extraordinary moment of one 
ancient day on Pentecost, but oh, the greater, true gospel wonder is the ever-extraordinary 
presence of Jesus’ Spirit bringing us hope and the way of God’s mercy and love meant 
for, given to, and enduring in the world forever. Pray that we have eyes to see it and ears 
to hear of it. 
 

 


