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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
PRELUDE              Vater Unser in Himmelreich             Böhm   
                      
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, please 
consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your phone at the 
graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an 
usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your 
space for Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have 
a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup 
as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                             
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Merciful and sustaining God,  
we have sinned against you. 
We confess our lack of gratitude  
for the beauty and bounty of your creation:  
teach us to see that your earth sustains us and all that lives. 
We confess that we have misused your earth:  
grant us amendment of life. 
We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites:  
strengthen us in self-control. 
We confess that we have taken the abundance  
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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of your world for granted:  
make us urgent now for its protection. 
Forgive and renew us now through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN ELW #526  God Is Here 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Demanding God, you call us to account for the use of your gifts: pull down the 
storehouses of accumulated greed which impoverish people and despoil the earth; put our 
hands to work sowing the seeds and reaping the growth of justice, thanksgiving, and 
praise; through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the harvest. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as the children come forward for a time together. 
 

READING: Job 39:1–18 
1 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? 
  Do you observe the calving of the deer? 
 2 Can you number the months that they fulfill, 
  and do you know the time when they give birth, 
 3 when they crouch to give birth to their offspring 
  and are delivered of their young? 
 4 Their young ones become strong; they grow up in the open; 
  they go forth and do not return to them. 
 

 5 “Who has let the wild ass go free? 
  Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass, 
 6 to which I have given the steppe for its home, 
  the salt land for its dwelling place? 
 7 It scorns the tumult of the city; 
  it does not hear the shouts of the driver. 
 8 It ranges the mountains as its pasture, 
  and it searches after every green thing. 
 

 9 “Is the wild ox willing to serve you? 
  Will it spend the night at your crib? 
 10 Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes, 
  or will it harrow the valleys after you? 
 11 Will you depend on it because its strength is great, 
  and will you hand over your labor to it? 
 12 Do you have faith in it that it will return 
  and bring your grain to your threshing floor? 
 

 13 “The ostrich’s wings flap wildly, 
  though its pinions lack plumage. 
 14 For it leaves its eggs to the earth 
  and lets them be warmed on the ground, 
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  15 forgetting that a foot may crush them 
  and that a wild animal may trample them. 
 16 It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were not its own; 
  though its labor should be in vain, yet it has no fear; 
 17 because God has made it forget wisdom 
  and given it no share in understanding. 
 18 When it spreads its plumes aloft, 
  it laughs at the horse and its rider. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 37:1-9 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 

Refrain 

 
Psalm Tone 

 
Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
 do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
 and like the green grass | fade away. 
3Put your trust in the LORD | and do good; 
 dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
4Take delight | in the LORD, 
 who shall give you your | heart's desire.  R 
5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 
 and see what | God will do. 
6The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
 and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
7Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 
 Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, 
  the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 
8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
 do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
 but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land.  R 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told 
them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will 
do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #835      All Creatures, Worship God Most High! 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
(st. 1-3, ALL; st. 4, LOW VOICES; st. 5, HIGH VOICES; st. 6 ALL) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                       
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 
A brief silence. 
O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the 
gift of faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that faith 
the size of a mustard seed is enough. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable weather 
during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in the field. 
Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and 
joy. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders and 
people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries 
affected by war and violence. Bless the lands, people, and churches of Colombia, 
Ecuador, and Venezuela; bless work to build human rights, justice, and the flourishing 
of all. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, 
and poor. Come to the help of all in need. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the 
right time. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages who 
teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of faith 
watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith, especially 
Francis, William Tyndale, and Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. May the faith of those who 
now rest in your merciful arms shape our faith in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because 
offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of 
your gifts with Compass International Family Center and Project 
Neighbors – Freedom Recovery Fund. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app


 12 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am):   Make Me a Channel of Your Peace         Temple 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred let me bring your love. Where 
there is injury, your pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. O Master, 
grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to 
understand, to be loved, as to love with all my soul. Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. Where there is darkness only light, and 
where there’s sadness ever joy. Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that 
we are pardoned, in giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to 
eternal life.                                                               (Based on the Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi) 
 
 
OFFERTORY (10:30 am):   Air              Wesley 

 
 
OFFERING HYMN  ELW #686 We Give Thee but Thine Own 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING    
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SANCTUS                    
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God has fed us from the very beginning; Christ is the Living Bread, given for all 
Creation and for you today. Come and eat! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
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 LAMB OF GOD       
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COMMUNION MUSIC ACS #1063 God of the Fertile Fields 
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ELW #635 We Walk by Faith 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God, that the gifts of your Spirit may work 
in us and renew the face of the earth. May we be one with you so that our work is yours, 
and your work is ours. Transform our lives to reflect your glory in Creation; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 

BLESSING 
God of the galaxies,  
God of the starburst and sunlit morning,  
God of the forest and shining seas,  
God of the blooming desert and rolling grasslands— 

Father, Son, ☩ and Holy Spirit, shine on you and bless you. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN   ELW #545 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE            Now Thank We All Our God              Manz             
 
 
 
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

      



 20 

 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Reid Venstrom Noah DeJesus 
 
Lector Kristin Longacre Doc Knauff 
 
Prayer Assistant   Kathy Sutherland Denise Maragos 
 
Communion Assistants  Phyllis Schroeder Holly Knauff 
     Linda Mapes 
      
Ushers     Scott Steinwart Doc Knauff 
     Don MacMillan 
      
Sound/Light    Sam Venstrom  Tony Reinhold 
 
Video/Livestream       —————- 

 
Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Cantor     Kathy Stefans 
     
Communion Baker   Candace Jacques 
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the beauty in these countries, including in their people and cultural traditions 

• persistent, patient, prophetic work of churches and ecumenical and other organizations, to 
 establish peace with justice throughout the region, especially in Colombia 

• resistance to past colonization, and to practices of today that prioritize economic ideologies over the 
 needs of the people 

• efforts by churches and people of goodwill for inclusive and respectful relations in society and 
 government. 
 
We pray for: 

• the continued pursuit of peace in Colombia, the fulfilment of agreements reached, the 
 reintegration of insurgents into society, broad and inclusive dialogue for justice, and fair 
 compensation of those victimized by conflict 

• the strengthening of democratically elected governments in the region, without pressure from outside 
 interests 

• greater respect for the human rights of all, especially vulnerable populations and those who work for 
 the wellbeing of others and of the environment 

• an end to the corruption in these societies, and to unsustainable exploitation of their resources. 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of October 5 

 
October 4-Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226 
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He 
formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching 
“using words if necessary.” Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God’s creation. 
October 6-William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. He was 
opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He completed the New Testament 
in 1525, but before he could finish the Old Testament, he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake. 
October 7-Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take charge and unite 
their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the American Lutherans. Among other 
accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the Common Service of 1888. 



 22 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Season of Creation is an annual celebration uniting Christians in prayer and action for 
the protection of our common home. The idea of celebrating 1 September as a day of 
prayer for creation began at the wish of the Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios in 1989, and 
was endorsed by Pope Francis in 2015; in 2008 the World Council of Churches began en-
couraging churches to observe a Time of Creation. The season runs from September 1 to 
October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
During this season we are encouraged to pray and engage in community events in order to 
deepen our relationship with our God, our neighbor and the earth we share, being ever 
more attentive to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 
Our Biblical text for this year is Isaiah 32:14-18. The prophet Isaiah pictured the desolated 
Creation without peace because of the lack of justice and the broken relationship between 
God and humankind. This description of devastated cities and wastelands eloquently 
stresses the fact that human destructive behaviours have a negative impact on the Earth. 
 
Our hope: Creation will find peace when justice is restored. 
There is still hope and the expectation for a peaceful Earth. 
 
To hope in a biblical context does not mean to stand still and quiet, but to act, pray, 
change, and reconcile with Creation and the Creator in unity, metanoia (repentance), and 
solidarity. 
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