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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and quiet room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In 
today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given 
a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to 
raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the 
world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE         Fantasia in c minor        J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you  
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake  
of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, 
whose wild Spirit’s breath 
defies our frozen idols: 
take the night time of our fear 
and make it a welcoming womb 
for us and all the world; 
through Jesus Christ, in whom we are born anew. 
Amen. 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited  for a time together. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC         Aria     Bozza 
 
READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would 
gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a 
great reputation. 

 
1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 
  4a So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 7 

 

PSALM: Psalm 121 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
 from where is my | help to come? 
2My help comes | from the LORD, 
 the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
 nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;   R 
5the LORD watches | over you; 
 the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
 nor the | moon by night. 
7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
 and will | keep your life. 
8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
 from this time forth for- | evermore.   R 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him 
about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, 
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 
born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do 
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
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15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #714  O God of Mercy, God of Light 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 
and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of 
church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church the means to 
praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water 
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and 
all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the 
flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, 
and peace. Bless the lands, people, and churches of Belgium, Luxembourg, and the 
Netherlands with your justice and peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any 
who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all 
who are struggling with illness or loss. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new 
members in this assembly and accompany those who have left this community to 
journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank 
you for our beloved who have died, including George Herbert, John and Charles 
Wesley, Perpetua and Felicity, and for your promise which saves this whole world by 
your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the live chat, and 
for those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings 
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts for 
the Lutheran Diaconal Association www.thelda.org.    
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am) O Lamb of God        Shephard 
 
O Lamb of God who gave thyself to me; now in my heart I give myself to thee. Forgive 
us Lord, and grant with prayer and praise, that we may come to love you all our days. 
Teach us to know and keep your ways, O Lord; that we would hold thy wondrous name 
adored. 

http://www.thelda.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERTORY (10:30 am):  What Wondrous Love is This   Manz 
          
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
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SANCTUS                    
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD   
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ACS #927 Christ Is the Life 
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ELW #323 God Loved the World 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #811 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE    Toccata in g minor         Pachelbel 
 
               

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  

Acolyte Luke Ridley Noah DeJesus 

   

Lector Crystal Koss and Luke Ridley Jeri Simms 

   

Prayer Assistant Kathy Sutherland Heather Abbring 

   

Communion Assistants Erin Schmidgall 
Chris Schmidgall 

Jeri Simms 

   

Ushers Scott Steinwart 
Don MacMillan 

 

   

Sound/Light   

   

Video/Livestream   

   

Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 

 

   

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch  

   

Cantor Kathy Stefans  

Worship Participants Sanctuary Choir 
Jenna Abbring, alto saxophone 

 

Communion Baker Bull Family  
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands. 
 
Give thanks for: 

• the important roles political leaders here have played in European integration. 

• how people here have led in creative solutions to environmental, economic, and 
 cultural challenges. 

• how churches here have overcome barriers and reached out to assure a good life  
 for  all. 

• the ecumenical contributions that have come from this area, and their continuing 
 support. 

 
Pray for: 

• overcoming cultural, linguistic and political barriers and suspicions that remain 
 divisive. 

• the haunting legacies of colonization and quests for economic gain. 

• immigrants who are alienated or marginalized in these societies. 

• greater tolerance and solidarity with all in these societies and around the world. 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of March 1, 2026 

 

March 1 ~ George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633 
An excellent scholar, Herbert served briefly in the English parliament, then became a 
parish priest. He was known for devoted care of his parishioners, as well as for writing 
poetry and hymns, including “Come, my way, my truth, my life.” He died at age 40. 
 

March 2 ~ John Wesley, died 1791; Charles Wesley, died 1788; renewers of the 
church 
These brothers led a revival originally intended to remain within the Church of England, 
one that involved frequent communion and advocacy for the poor. Except for a brief 
time in America, they worked in England. Charles was also a prolific hymn writer. After 
their deaths, their work led to the formation of the Methodist Church. 
 

March 7 ~ Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, died 202 
Vibia Perpetua, a noblewoman, and Felicity, an enslaved woman, were catechumens at 
Carthage, northern Africa. They, with four other catechumens, had defied the Roman 
emperor who had forbidden conversions to Christianity, and were put to death in the 
amphitheater. 
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A New Thing Is Underway 
 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old?” asks Nicodemus (John 3:4), 
articulating a question that we as the church continue to ask today. Change is hard. 
Transformation seems impossible. And yet, Jesus responds that in baptism we are made 
as new as if we had been born again, with a new heart able to perceive the reign of God. 
All things are possible with God! 
 
Nicodemus is justifiably perplexed by this proclamation. We may resonate with his 
confusion as we look at the world around us and in the mirror before us, wondering if 
anything can ever truly change. Can the violence and suffering of war ever truly end? 
Can this broken relationship be mended? Can this illness be healed? Can hatred, 
oppression, and abuse be thwarted, transformed by the power of love? When we look 
around us, change may seem in short supply. 
 
And yet, when we get curious, we may also become aware of signs of change, 
transformation, and rebirth emerging all around us. In northern regions, we can see the 
melting snow and first shoots of green from rousing plants, signaling the change from 
winter to spring. We can see mutual aid networks, community care efforts, and 
collective action emerge in response to social and political chaos. We can sense the tug 
of the Holy Spirit on our hearts, calling us toward deeper humility, compassion, and 
solidarity as we live in the hope of Christ. 
 
The Lenten call—to set down what we can to attend more fully to God—draws us into a 
posture of curiosity that may deepen our awareness of the small but potent ways God’s 
kingdom is already breaking in all around us. “Do not be astonished,” says Jesus (v. 7); 
a new thing is underway. 
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