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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
  

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
  
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, 
they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those 
who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural 
way of living and serving. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE    Prelude in G           Mendelssohn    
 

WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Foolish God, 
shaming the strong 
through the weakness of love; 
turning upside down 
the wisdom of the world: 
may your blessing dwell 
with the poor and hungry, 
the grieving and abused; 
may your peaceful revolution 
be our joy and our reward 
through Jesus Christ, the power of God. 
Amen. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR ROLLAND JAMES DANEKAS (10:30 a.m.) 
The assembly is seated. Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises 
us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Sponsors present the candidate: 
We present Rolland James for baptism. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the parents: 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
Rolland baptized into Christ? 
Response: 
We do. 
 

The presiding minister continues: 
As you bring Rolland to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God's faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that he may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Rolland grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Rolland in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
Response: 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
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People of God, will you promise to support Rolland and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ?  Will you grow with him, learn with him, serve with him, and together give praise to 
God? 
We will. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters 
at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy 
all living things. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you 
led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with 
water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ 
has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and 
female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
The assembly is seated. 
 

BAPTISM 
 

The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  
Rolland James, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
Sustain Rolland with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Rolland, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 

A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized. 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
  
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. 
 
 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
   
READING: Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has 
“wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to 
earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly 
in God’s service. 

 
 1Hear what the Lord says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
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  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 15 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
1 LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
 who speak the truth | from their heart;  R 
3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
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4 In their sight the wicked are rejected,  
  but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain,  
  nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  R 
 
READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems 
stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work 
power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the 
cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #719   Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00 a.m.) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the 
cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo 
with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire 
us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, 
love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. 
Prosper the work of peacemakers: from those working in violence prevention in our cities 
to diplomats negotiating in international conflict. Grant justice and peace to all in Algeria, 
Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, and Tunisia. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, 
low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give 
your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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 As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how 
your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. 
Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place, especially Lydia, Dorcas, 
Phoebe, and Thomas. You accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial: 
help us trust that you abide with your people always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, our 
community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month we are 
sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of  First Contact firstcontactinc.org  
and the Christ Lutheran Mike Steiner Benevolence Fund. 
 

  If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 a.m.)  Offertory             Ness Beck 
 

With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 
before Him with burnt offerings, shall I come before Him with yearling calves? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give Him 
my firstborn for my transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sins of my soul? He has 
shown you, O man; he has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

http://firstcontactinc.org
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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OFFERTORY (10:30 a.m.)  Basse de Trompette        Dandrieu 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us 
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and 
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and 
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All baptized Christians are 
always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #714  O God of Mercy, God of Light 
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ELW #818 O Master, Let Me Walk With You 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW #546  To Be Your Presence  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE               Hymn of Praise: ENGELBERG            Hobby 
 
                               

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Sam Venstrom Abby Vittitoe  
     

Lector John Buggeln Becky Fry 
 

Prayer Assistant Linda Mapes Becky Fry 
 

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder Amy Knauff 
 Linda Mapes Jacquie Chevalier  
  

Ushers     Don MacMillan 
        

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Jeff Peiffer 
  

Video/Livestream     - - - - - - - -  Tony Reinhold 
 

Welcome Center   
 

Pastors:    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.   
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Preaching:    Kaitlyn Jedrzejowski 
 

Hi everyone! My name is Kaitlyn and I am currently a senior at Valparaiso University! I 
will be graduating in May with my Bachelor’s in theology/ministry and economics. I’ve 
been attending Christ Lutheran for a year and a half now and have been involved in the 
various youth programs at CLC!  
    
Director of Music Ministries:  Brian Bartusch 
 

Worship Participants   Mike & Lois Felten, cantors (8:00 am) 
     Sanctuary Choir  
  
 

January Altar Gifts 
 

Communion Baker:  Lois Felten 
 

Communion Wine:  Phyllis Schroeder ~ To the Glory of God and in Memory 
    of David 
 

Altar Candles:   Lois & Mike Felten ~ Celebrating Connie’s 102nd  
    Birthday! 
 

Eternal Lamp Candles: Given to the Glory of God 
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western 
Sahara, Tunisia. 

 

We are thankful for: 

• How the early Christian church developed here. 

• The biodiversity of plants, animals and the natural terrain. 

• How Berber, Arab and European cultures have blended. 

• How these countries have remained and stood against the invasion of cultural and 
military forces from elsewhere. 

 

We pray for: 

• all the people of these countries: Muslims, the tiny remnant of Christians, those of 
other faiths who continuing bearing witness to their faiths and for all people of good 
will. 

• an end to political violence. 

• an end to how dominating powers have fought over these lands and their resources 
through the years. 
• for those suffering exploitation and mistreatment as they travel through these 
countries. 

Stewardship Snippet 
 

Matthew 5:9 –Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 
Stewarding a heart of love helps us to live out Jesus’ teaching in the Beatitudes. As 

children of God we strive for peace, justice, and dignity for all God’s beloved creation. 

In Christ, we are called to love. 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of January 29, 2023  

 
January 27 
Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 
On this day the church remembers three women who were companions in Paul’s 
ministry. Lydia was Paul’s first convert at Philippi in Macedonia. She was a merchant of 
purple-dyed goods, and because purple dye was extremely expensive, it is likely that 
Lydia was a woman of some wealth. Lydia and her household were baptized by Paul, 
and for a time her home was a base for Paul’s missionary work. Dorcas is remembered 
for her charitable works, particularly making clothing for needy widows. Phoebe was a 
diakonos, a deaconess in the church at Cenchreae, near Corinth. Paul praises her as one 
who, through her service, looked after many people. 
 
January 28 
Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 
Thomas Aquinas (uh-KWY-nus) was a brilliant and creative theologian of the thirteenth 
century. He was first and foremost a student of the Bible and profoundly concerned with 
the theological formation of the church’s ordained ministers. As a member of the Order 
of Preachers (Dominicans), he worked to correlate scripture with the philosophy of 
Aristotle, which was having a renaissance in Aquinas’s day. Some students of 
Aristotle’s philosophy found in it an alternative to Christianity. But Aquinas immersed 
himself in the thought of Aristotle and worked to explain Christian beliefs in the 
philosophical culture of the day. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

Upside-Down Blessing 
 
How do you know that you are blessed? Our consumer-driven culture primes us to 
believe blessedness is based on our bank accounts. Or perhaps we learn that we are 
blessed if we are in good health, or if our work is meaningful, or if our social or family 
lives are fulfilling. Social media hashtags depict blessing as the result of good fortune. 
And health, work, family, and social connection can all be good things! But the 
beatitudes turn our assumptions about blessedness on their head. 
 
Jesus reminds us that instead, blessedness is our beginning. “Blessed” is our primary 
identity in God. We are loved and favored by God before we do anything to earn it, 
before the circumstances of our lives begin to define us. Our level of blessedness has 
nothing to do with us and everything to do with God’s abundant love and grace. This is 
true especially when it feels like we are anything but blessed. 
 
We are loved, held, and brought near to God, even in our pain and sorrow and 
everything that makes us feel like we are less worthy, less loved, less important. In fact, 
it is in those places that God draws nearest to us, reminding us that we are loved and 
whole and worthy of blessing. Then everything we do flows from that identity of 
blessedness. We are freed to bless others—with our words, our actions, our whole lives. 
We are invited to engage the world through the upside-down lens of the kingdom of 
God. We are given new eyes to see God’s presence in this world—not just among the 
important, the powerful, the popular, and the loud, but among those the world would 
rather ignore, disregard, or shame. 
 
Whenever the world pronounces condemnation, God declares, “Blessed.” Whenever the 
world excludes, God welcomes. Whenever the world scorns, mocks, or causes harm, 
God promises new life in the kingdom of heaven that is ever drawing near. 


