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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

 YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
  
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness be-
cause of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
  

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to a 
church staff member. 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the  
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-
promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. The angels declare that Jesus’ 
birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our 
lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC   Hark! the Herald Angels Sing   Larson 
         Sing We Now of Christmas        Moklebust 
                         
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
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In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING CAROL:  ELW #269  Once in Royal David’s City   
 
1 Once in royal David's city 
 stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 where a mother laid her baby 
 in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
2 He came down to earth from heaven 
 who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, 
 and his cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and meek and lowly, 
 lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
3 And our eyes at last shall see him, 
 through his own redeeming love; 
 for that child so dear and gentle 
 is our Lord in heav'n above; 
 and he leads his children on 
 to the place where he is gone. 
 
4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 
 with the oxen standing by, 
 we shall see him; but in heaven, 
 set at God's right hand on high; 
 there his children gather round, 
 bright like stars, with glory crowned. 
  
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together. 
 
CAROL:  ELW #277  Away in a Manger 
 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
  
READING: Isaiah 9:2-7a 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness — on them light has shined.  3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy;  they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all 
the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  
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  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

CAROL: ELW #264  Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
 your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him! 
 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you! 
 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 
3 Then fling the gates wide open 
 to greet your promised king! 
 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
 its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; 
 their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
READING: Luke 2:1-18 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
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descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father. 

  
MUSICAL OFFERING:   E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come  Manz/Brunelle 
        
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  

 
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying,  

14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  
 
CAROL: ELW #270   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
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Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise each child of earth, 
 born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
  
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
Time for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
CAROL: ELW #279   O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
 and, gathered all above 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wond'ring love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the king, 
 and peace to all the earth! 
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3 How silently, how silently 
 the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 the blessings of his heav'n. 
 No ear may hear his coming; 
 but, in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him, still 
 the dear Christ enters in. 
 
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 oh, come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Immanuel! 
 
PRAYERS 
The assembly stands with the presiding minister. 
 

As we wait for the one who is Good News, we pray for the world, for the Church, and 
for all people. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven. 
We pray for your Church, O God, that we might see we are united as your Body, that 
together we may tell the good news of your mercy on all the mountains. 
 He was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly  
   human. 
We pray for your world, O God, for all who suffer violence and abuse, for all who 
suffer for conscience’s sake, for the end of hatred and humiliation, war and famine, 
drought and disease. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
We pray for those in need, O God, for those who are in prison, for those who are ill, for 
those who hunger and thirst, for those struggling with depression, for all who suffer.  
We pray for those who care for others in your name, for nurses and physicians, aides 
and technicians, custodians and cooks. 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
We pray for sisters and brothers who are dying, O God, for hospice workers and 
chaplains, for funeral directors and cemetery workers, for all who grieve in this winter 
season. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
 ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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We pray in thanksgiving for the saints gathered around your throne, O God, who have 
shone your glory by sharing your light. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
 kingdom will have no end. 
 
O God, Creator of the universe and hope of all ages, your mercy is the sign we long 
for.  We commend into your outstretched arms all for whom we pray, trusting in Jesus 
Christ, our savior and our hope.   
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, 
our community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month 
we are sharing a portion of our offerings with Bethel Lutheran Church, a diverse, 
urban ELCA congregation in the Miller neighborhood of Gary, Indiana (part of NW 
Indiana Conference of I-K Synod) http://bethelmiller.org and http://facebook.com/
bethelmillerbeach. 
 

          If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-
line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY               Quem pastores         arr. Haan 
    

OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 
and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

http://bethelmiller.org
http://facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach
http://facebook.com/bethelmillerbeach
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to  
 
TABLE PRAYER 
Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light 
into the world. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
You spoke your word of power and created all things, and without you not one thing was 
made. 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
You spoke your word of promise to Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, and created 
a people bound to you. 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
You spoke your word of longing through prophets and priests, outcast and unclean, 
calling your people to return to you. 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
On that day angels and shepherds sang for joy as your Word became flesh, coming 
among us as a defenseless baby.  As his arms were tied in swaddling clothes, so later his 
hands were nailed to the cross, yet you made his birth and death the gateway to 
resurrection life. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen. 
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Remembering his word of hope given for us, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 

that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen and Amen! 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  

Children: The Spirit makes us one, we pray as Jesus taught us:    
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
Thanks be to God! 
   
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
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Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COMMUNION CAROLS:  
 

ELW #296  What Child is This 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
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3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
ELW #292  Love Has Come 

 
1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

2 Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
 Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 

3 Love has come and never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
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ELW #300  The First Noel  
 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 
Refrain 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
 
2 They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east beyond them far; 
 and to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 
 
3 And by the light of that same star 
 three wise men came from country far; 
 to seek for a king was their intent, 
 and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 
 
4 This star drew near to the northwest, 
 o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
 and there it did both stop and stay 
 right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 
 
5 Then entered in those wise men three, 
 full rev'rently upon their knee, 
 and offered there in his presence 
 their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  Refrain 
 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING 

As the light is shared, remember: the lit candle is never tilted. The unlit candle is lifted 
up for lighting.  
 

READING: JOHN 1:1-14  
 
CAROL: Silent Night            
 
Silent night! Holy night!  
All is calm, all is bright; 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!” 
 
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
READING: Luke 2:19-20 
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.  
 
DIALOG AND BENEDICTION 
Through the Advent season, the candles on our wreath reminded us: 
though it may seem to arrive out of the blue, God is already at work in our world. 
 
God’s goodness has always grown quietly in our midst, 
like the infant who has grown just out of sight, just beyond our touch. 
And with God’s patient work in us, we learn to celebrate God’s surprises. 
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May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the light and 
hope of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Please extinguish candles with care; place them in the baskets on the way out of the sanctuary. 
 

POSTLUDE           A Christmas Package   Hanson       
 
 
 

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL!! 
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THANKS to all who have given the beautiful poinsettias to the Glory 

of our Lord on this Christmas Eve: 
 

John &  Nancy Bernthal ~ In memory of our parents:   

Ed & Bernice Bernthal & Ed & Janet Buttlar 
 

Gregg & Vickie Copeland ~ In honor of family, Mary Jirik 
 

Mike & Lois Felten ~ In honor of Connie Bretscher 
 

Phil Hahn ~ In memory of Laurel Hahn, Howard & Lois Paul 
 

Darla Hernandez ~ In honor of the Hernandez Children and  

In memory of Doris Peterson 
 

Julie Haas  ~ In honor of Helen & Fred Haas and In memory of Tom  & Dorothy Meyer 
 

Margaret C. Johnson ~ In memory of Don Johnson & Mindy Johnson Barnett 
 

Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In memory of Dean Long 
 

Ellen Swayne ~ In honor of family and In memory of Charles & Gladys Swayne  

& Bobbi Watkins 
 

Kurt &  Kathy Stefans ~ In honor of family and In memory of Rev. Dr. Guy Warke  
 

Grace Safrin ~ In memory of Jozef & Janina Laskowiecki 
 

Victoria White ~ In honor of Gregory, Natalie, Timothy and In memory of my parents , 

husband and son 
 

Plants may be picked up after the  10:00 a.m. service on Christmas Day. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 

Telling the New, Old Story 
 
The author of Luke is a self-proclaimed historian. The name-dropping in this Christ-
mas Eve gospel is Luke’s effort to ground Jesus’ birth in history. But make no mis-
take: Luke does not believe that this world-changing story should remain in history. 
 
“In those days” (Luke 2:1), as our gospel begins, a child was born who would be 
called “Wonderful Counselor” and “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). Word of this holy 
birth immediately spread to the next willing hearers who could receive the good 
news: shepherds in that region, tending their flocks. And the story did not stop there! 
By the leading of a star, the news of that holy night would spread, would draw in oth-
ers to venture out as messengers, witnesses, and storytellers. 
 
Christ’s birth may have happened as part of a historic timeline, but the incarnation is 
hardly time-bound. Christ’s birth was good news “in those days” and remains good 
news in these days as well. The song of the angels, by their own declaration, is a song 
for all people, a promise for now and for all generations. It is not limited to any one 
time, place, nation, race, gender, class, age, or life circumstance. 
 
Every generation longs for lasting peace. Every era in history seeks the promise of a 
future filled with hope and purpose. And so, to every generation, Luke offers his sto-
ry—not as a history lesson but as a timeless tale of wonder, grace, and hope. 
 
It is a story of a baby born in a most unlikely setting, and a story of some drowsy 
night-shift workers. It is a story of a night sky ablaze and of hearts deeply moved by 
the transcendent music of the spheres. It is a story we love to tell. And it is a story our 
world needs. Because it reminds us, each time we hear it, that God is establishing 
endless peace, justice, and righteousness, “from this time onward and forever-
more” (Isa. 9:7). 


