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We Welcome You to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* 
of faith, grace, and love.  

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front on you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all
-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 



 3 

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as 
bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we 
bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the 
adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the 
littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE        Fugue in G       J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME  
If you are a guest with us, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, 
please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your phone 
at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the pew 
holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/
tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in 
one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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SALUTATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God of true abundance,  
in whom nothing is lost 
and all are fed: 
liberate us 
from meager rations 
of scarce and grudging love 
for which we must compete; 
show us another kingdom 
which stills our all-consuming fear 
and fills us with new hope; 
through Jesus Christ, the peace of creation.  
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited for a time together. 
 
READING: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 
King David takes Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, then eventually has her husband murdered. The king, who 
should be at the battle but stays home, is contrasted in this story with the loyal and upright soldier Uriah. 
 

1In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his 
officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But 
David remained at Jerusalem. 
 2It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about 
on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman 
was very beautiful. 3David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, 
“This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4So David sent 
messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying 
herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 5The woman conceived; and she 
sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 
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 6So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 
7When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war 
was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” 
Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9But 
Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not 
go down to his house. 10When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” 
David said to Uriah, “You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to 
your house?” 11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and 
my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to 
my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, 
I will not do such a thing.” 12Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and 
tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next 
day, 13David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the 
evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go 
down to his house. 
 14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15In the 
letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from 
him, so that he may be struck down and die.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 14 
1Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, every deed is vile; there is no one who does any good. 
2The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, 
to see if there is anyone who is wise, who seeks after God. 
3They have all proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; 
there is none who does good; no, not one. 
4Have they no knowledge, all those | evildoers 
who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon the Lord?  
5See how they tremble with fear, 
because God is in the company of the righteous. 
6Your aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, 
but the Lord is their refuge. 
7Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! 
When the Lord restores the fortunes of the people, Jacob will rejoice and Israel will be 
glad.  
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READING: Ephesians 3:14-21 
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because 
Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence 
of the Spirit. 

 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant 
that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in 
love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.  
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. 
As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A 
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the 
sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd 
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people 
to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip 
answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get 
a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a 
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass 
in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 
the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 
“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered 
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, 
they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began 
to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 
 15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
 16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and 
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to 
them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had 
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the 
boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then 
they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land 
toward which they were going. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON   
The assembly is seated.  Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices 
in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
God of generations, you work in us far more than we can ask or imagine. Bless the 
church you have called into being across time and space, and fill it with the power of the 
Spirit for loving service. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness of all things. As grains of 
wheat grow upon the earth and fish swim in the waters, sustain your creation. Protect 
harvests and give every person food in due season. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of humanitarians and 
peacekeepers, shield those who live, work, or serve in harm’s way, and bring an end to 
war and conflict. Bless the lands, people, and churches of the Republic of Congo, 
Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God who calls nations and kings to account, guide our United States. Help us to treat one another 
as neighbors and resist temptations to hostility and hate. Open our hearts to listen to one another. 
Give your spirit to those in leadership positions, to guide us toward healing, hope, and wisdom. 
Shape us to be a nation that cares for its people, that works for peace, and follows the paths that 
reflect your loving will. In your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. We 
remember any who are sick or suffering, families in our community who endure hunger, those 
who seek asylum or citizenship, and our beloved for whom death is near. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you inspired our ancestors in this place in 
their ministry, sustain us also in new endeavors, that your glory may be made known, and your 
lovingkindness shared anew. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We give thanks for the departed who 
have come to know the fullness of your grace. Join our voices with theirs - with Johann Sebastian 
Bach, Heinrich Schütz, and George Frederick Handel, with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, with 
Olaf and all the saints in singing your praises. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all for 
whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those in 
person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one 
another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because 
offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of 
your gifts with ELCA’s Global Missions’ Selian Lutheran Hospital in 
Tanzania Africa and AMOS, “A Mission of Service” in Guatemala/
Honduras. 
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY   With High Delight Let Us Unite   Culli 
  
OFFERING SONG 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is our duty and delight ...and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is the One.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS:  ELW #515 Break Now the Bread of Life 
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ACS #966 Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 
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When all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
THANKS BE TO YOU 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    ELW #689 Praise and Thanksgiving  

 
Children join the pastors to send us in mission 
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DISMISSAL  
Children:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE          
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 Terry Albrecht  Marilyn McGawn 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of July 28, 2024 

 
July 28 
Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick 
Handel, died 1759; musicians 
These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. Schütz 
was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas 
along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called the “fifth evangelist” 
for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel’s great work, Messiah, is a setting of 
scriptural texts. 
 

July 29 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 
Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that they 
offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their 
brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to come. 
 

July 29 
Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming Christian 
and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly. 
Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his kingdom. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao Tome 
and Principe. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• wildlife and rainforests in these lands, and those who protect this habitat 

• the oral traditions, folklore, and good practices that have been preserved 

• rich minerals and economic development, although benefits need to be shared more fairly 

• healing from exploitative practices that began under colonial rule 
 

We pray for: 

• democratic fair elections and political stability in this region 

• economic development that benefits all the people, especially those living in poverty 

• preservation of the wildlife and the land 

• the witness of the churches and other faith groups in the midst of the challenges 
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Will There Be Enough? 
 
“Will there be enough?” This is perhaps a question as old as humanity itself. Will there be 
enough money? Enough food? Enough time? It’s a question that threatens to consume our faith 
communities. Will there be enough volunteers? Enough preachers? Enough money in the 
offering plate? Enough people in the pews? Will there be enough donations or energy or 
creativity to carry us through? 
 
We aren’t alone in these fears. The disciples asked the same of Jesus. “Will there be enough to 
eat?” Surely, a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish could never feed this crowd. Better to 
send the people away to fend for themselves. 
 
Perhaps like the disciples, we tend to panic and turn inward when resources start to dwindle. 
And yet, again and again, God calls us together, taking our fears and transforming them into 
gifts of abundance. A few crumbs become a feast. A hungry crowd becomes a community 
bearing witness to God’s grace. 
 
This story is an antidote to our anxious times, when we are tempted to cling, to hoard, to 
squander away resources for an uncertain future. Miraculous things happen when we open our 
fists and trust that with God, all things are possible. 
 
This is not an easy mindset to hold, so together, we practice! We practice a theology of 
“enoughness” each week when we share communion with one another. We witness the 
tremendous power of a little bread and a little wine to sustain us on our journey. We practice 
generosity when we pass the offering plate, turning our meager offerings into a gift for the 
greater good. We witness how the gifts and talents of a community come together to create 
something that on our own would never have been possible. Because, in Christ, there is always 
more than enough. 

 

Stewardship Snippet 
 

Psalm 145:15, 16 – The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
 
Our God is a god of abundance. As steward/disciples we look to God for all that we need, 

knowing that God provides.    


