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For thousands of years, Christians have gathered for evening worship (Vespers, Evening Prayer, Even-
song), gathering around the lighting of lamps and candles as the night sets in.  Even before that, God's 
people gathered in their homes to light the Sabbath lights, as our Jewish brothers and sisters do to this 
day.  This Lent as we gather for Evening Prayer, we gather around the Paschal candle - our symbol of 
the Light of Christ, of the resurrection, and of baptism - as we walk alongside Jesus the way of the cross. 

 
 

EVENING PRAYER  
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PSALM 141 
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PRAYER 
May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround 
and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we might sing your praise and your love in 
our lives.  Amen. 
 
 

THE ANNUNCIATION 
LUKE 1: 26-28, 30-32, 38 
 
THE MAGNIFICAT 
LUKE 1: 46-55 
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PLEASE REFER TO THE INSERT SHEET FOR HYMN & READINGS   
 
HOMILY 
Time for reflection follows the homily. 
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Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to your 
people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your Gospel of  
mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 
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WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES DURING LENT 
 

Sundays 8:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion  
 9:20 a.m.   Faith Formation/Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m.   Hybrid Worship with Holy Communion 
        
Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.   Lenten Dinners 
 7:00 p.m.  Holden Evening Prayer 
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Text and Music:  Marty Haugen, b.  1950; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Printed under OneLicense.net License #A-711129. 

 

Repentance and Repair – Making Amends in an Unapologetic World  
Wednesdays in Lent, 2024 

 
 

We all cause harm. We have all been harmed. We are all bystanders to harm.   
Repentance, repair, amends, accountability – these are not words or ideas we 
tend to center in our conversations about harm. We talk much more naturally 
about guilt and punishments, about “cancelling,” or apologies, or forgiveness. 
But the language scripture gives us about harm isn’t “saying sorry” or even 
“feeling sorry” but repentance.  
  
God’s invitation to repentance is good news – it suggests that we are, in fact, 
NOT hopeless. That the world is NOT beyond repair. Once and for all, in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, God has announced that Restoration gets the last 
word on us and our world. And the call to repentance means that God’s 
restoration can and will come in our lives, that we are called and equipped to 
be one of the ways God’s restoration comes to our neighbors and our world. 
The call to repentance is the good news that with God there IS a way forward, 
even in the midst of this world where we do harm, and are harmed, and 
witness so much harm.  
  
So this Lent we will spend time considering how to repent. To see what repair 
can come when we are confident enough in God’s love to look squarely at 
ourselves and our world, to see what new life arises when we boldly trust 
ourselves to God’s transforming love.  
  
We’ll take as our guide Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg’s book, On Repentance and 
Repair: Making Amends in an Unapologetic World.  
  


