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Nighttime Prayer in Advent
Out of the Blue

Our Advent worship relies on scripture, stillness, and song — we hear and rest in God’s promises, and we sing.
Songs have a way of finding us in the dark, giving words to our prayer, and helping the words of God s promise
move from our heads to our hearts.

OPENING PRAYER

God, as we wait for you, you place the stories of our ancestors in our midst:

Abraham and Sarah, Rahab and Ruth, Mary and Joseph, and innumerable saints.

You formed these people into a family. As we light our Advent candles,

let each flame illumine the beautiful tangle of saplings that grow from Christ, our root.

And let us recognize ourselves among them. Amen.

SONG ACS #1096 Joyful is the Dark
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GATHERING WORDS

Welcome in the name of the God who gathers us,
who grafts us onto the Tree of Life,

and who grows our faith daily.

Long ago, a prophet foretold that from a stump,
a new sapling would grow.
That sapling was Jesus.

And though Jesus would stretch up to heaven,
he remembered his roots:
he called Mary and Joseph his mother and father,

and they told him about his family tree, from Abraham to Zechariah.

But that was only half the story.

Long ago, a savior died on the cross for us.
The dead tree of the cross put out a new shoot,
and from that shoot a wild bush grows,

full of prickly saints and florid sinners,

all part of Jesus’ family tree.

And its name is: Church.

In the tangled branches of its stories, we learn:

from generation to generation,

God brings new life from what was dead.

God surprises people who thought they were prepared.
God acts according to long-expected promises,

and also, somehow, right out of the blue.

Come, Divine Wonder:
Astonish us again.

SONG Branches of Evergreen Pine
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
In deep blue darkness,

lighting a single candle

creates only uncertainty.

Light dances around uncertain shapes,

and the dark refuses to yield its secrets.
This first candle on our wreath

Reminds us of our first flickering glimpses
of the goodness

God has hidden

in divine darkness.

In time we will apprehend
every blessing

hinted from ancient prophecies
and prepared under the cover

of deep darkness.
But not yet,
not fully.
SONG When the Night Becomes Dark
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Text: Taizé Community
Tune: Suzanne Toolan, b.1927
© 1991, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent




CENTERING PRAYER

God of darkness and flame, you are mystery and revelation.
Out of the deepening blue, come to us:

in both questions and answers,

in both doubt and faith,

in both comfort and conviction.

Abide with us in the stillness of unknowing. Smile with us at sudden realizations.
Open our hearts to perceive your presence in this moment,
where we are,

however we are,

whether or not we are ready. Amen.

READING AND REFLECTION
The reading is followed by silence

SONG ACS #1031 In God Alone
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PRAYERS
The Spirit weaves our community together like branches into a circle of care, and invites us
to bring to God all the things we carry.

Silence

We pray for the healing and flourishing of creation.

Every mountain will sing and every tree will clap its hands.

We pray that our leaders would work toward justice and mercy.

They will be called oaks of righteousness.

We pray that the poor may find refuge and food, safety and care.

They will be like trees planted beside streams of water.

We pray that the sick may be made well.

They will bear fruit in due season.

We pray for the tangled thicket of the church; for all its saints, past and present.
Their leaves will be for the healing of the nations.

As we sing, we are invited to come forward to light a candle—the gathering flames
reminding us that our lives of faith, and our individual prayers, are held by the Spirit within
the communion of Saints present and eternal. When all have returned to their seats, we join
in the Lord’s Prayer.



SONG ACS #1033 Nada te Turbe
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LORD’S PRAYER

Your King-dom come.
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Silence

O Christ,

you are the Tree of Life.

All our joys grow from your roots.

In your shade we leave all our cares.
Hear our prayers tonight and always.
Amen.

We sing responsively
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SENDING AND BLESSING

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the
dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your
love’s sake.

Amen.

Beloved friends, you are saplings growing from the Tree of Life.

May the deep-rooted love of God anchor you.
May the strength-giving grace of Christ grow you.
May the bough-shaking breath of the Spirit stir you. Amen.
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Holiday Worship Service Schedule

Advent Worship: 11/16, 30, 12/7, 14 @ 7:00pm
Thanksgiving Eve Service: 11/23 @ 7:00pm
(Followed by Pie Fellowship)

Longest Night Service: 12/21 @ 7:00pm
Christmas Eve Service: 4:00pm with Youth Orchestra
7:00pm with Sanctuary Choir and Handbell Ensemble
and 10:00pm with Brass
Christmas Day Service of Lessons & Carols: 10:00am
New Year Day Service: 10:00am
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Advent Message

Imagine that you’re driving down the highway. You miss your exit. With a little tug in the pit of
your stomach, you realize that you’re now heading somewhere new.

Imagine that you’re at a concert. A piece of music keeps surprising you with fresh chords and
new sounds. The composer leads you somewhere you didn’t expect, and you can’t help but
follow, curious to discover what comes next.

Imagine that you’ve gathered with a group of people for ballroom dancing. The music shifts; it’s
time to change partners. You’re ready to sit this one out, but someone meets your eyes and holds
out their hand. The moment is electric. You accept the wordless invitation and spin into motion.

Change is at hand. Something unexpected is happening, and we’re in the midst of it.

Out of the blue, something new is arriving like lightning: transformation, wonder, justice, joy.
From generation to generation, God has been dreaming of this moment. Inevitably, it catches us
by surprise, just like it surprised our ancestors in faith: Sarah, Abraham, Tamar, Rahab, Ruth,
Mary, Joseph. God’s time is now. It’s here to reorient our expectations and to sweep us into a
future of hope and promise, even if we didn’t expect it, even if it wasn’t part of our plans.

We are invited to join the flow of an Advent season that sweeps us off our feet, carries us
forward, and invites us to join God in God’s creative work. We’ll trace God’s plans for justice
and peace with the genealogy of Jesus and the witness of the saints who followed him. We’ll be
surprised by a thicket of new shoots from the stump of Jesse. We’ll find God beguiling us by
inviting us to imagine something new, regardless of what came before. And if we’re worried
about the future and afraid of letting go of the familiar outlines of our lives, God will meet us
there too.

The highway has always extended past the familiar exit. The music is already written. The dance
is underway. But the moment of change seems to come out of the blue, altering our expectations
and creating a future we never thought possible.

It’s Advent, and change is coming out of the blue. What will God reveal to us this season?

Pastors: Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Director of Music Ministries: Brian Bartusch

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church-
es of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Portions printed under OneLicense.net

License #A-711129. Liturgical texts and “God of the Starlight and Moon” from “Out of the Blue” © 2022 by Barn Geese
Worship. Hymn “Branches of Evergreen Pine” used by permission of Barn Geese Worship.
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