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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for 
Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. 
God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you 
increased my strength within me.” 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE                     Allegro    G.F. Handel 
            (from Organ Concerto No. 13) 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, please 
consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your phone at the 
graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                        p. 94-96 (left column) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
KYRIE               p. 165-166 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE             p. 167-168 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Lord of gifts, 
share with us 
a hunger for the bread of your kindness; 
give to us 
a yearning impatience with injustice; 
free us 
from clinging to debts gone bad; 
teach us 
to pray with honesty; 
through Jesus Christ, our great gift. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.  
 
READING: Genesis 18:20-32 
In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. 
Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few 
righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 

 
20 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how 
very grave their sin! 21 I must go down and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.” 
  22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 
standing before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed 
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within 
the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous 
who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty 
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27 Abraham 
answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am but dust and 
ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city 
for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again 
he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I 
will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose 
thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, 
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He 
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answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh, do not let 
my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, 
“For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 138 
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
 steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.  
3 When I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
that great is the glory of the Lord. 
6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
perceiving the haughty from afar.  
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; 
 O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your  
  hands.  
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                              p. 171 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s 
mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and 
persistence in prayer. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2 He said to them, 
“When you pray, say:  
 Father, hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come. 
  3 Give us each day our daily bread. 
  4 And forgive us our sins, 
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
  5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of mine 
has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do 
not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I 
cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get 
up and give him whatever he needs. 
  9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone 
among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if 
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #745  Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and 
pray for the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up 
leaders to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all 
people experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit, realign 
the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the earth, 
our common home. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no 
preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth 
as in heaven. We pray for our neighbors in Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
and Burundi: bring an end to poverty, hunger, corruption, and violence and empower all 
who work for peace and reconciliation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest 
needs. Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the 
confidence of life with you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships in 
the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding, 
clothing, and housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give thanks for all who have gone before us, including Johann Sebastian Bach, 
Heinrich Schütz, George Frederick Handel, Mary, Martha, Lazarus, and Olaf. May we 
trust your steadfast love and continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download 
at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY          Fugue in C Major        Pachelbel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING HYMN ELW #185 Create in Me a Clean Heart 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                 p. 172 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS                     p. 173 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                   p. 173 
   (pray whichever version you prefer)   
                                
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                  p. 174 
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COMMUNION MUSIC  ACS #978  God Welcomes All  (sung 4 x)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ELW #544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing  
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ELW #742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   ELW #543 Go, My Children with My Blessing 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE        Allegro di molto e con fuoco     Saint-Saëns 
                     (from Organ Fantaisie) 
      
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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 Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Rwanda. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the abundant natural resources in the DRC and the mountainous beauty of Rwanda 

• those who have worked for healing and reconciliation in Rwanda, especially after the 
 genocide 

• the tireless efforts of churches and community organizations, working with the 
 support of humanitarian organizations, to improve the living conditions of the people 

 
We pray for: 

• an end to poverty and hunger, and improved access to health services, especially for the 
 young, that they might have hope for their future 

• an end to rebel movements across borders and the political instability this stirs up 

• just economic development that does not exploit Creation and people 

• democratic election of less corrupt governments that work for the sake of all. 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of July 27 

 
July 28 
Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick Handel, 
died 1759; musicians 
These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. Schütz 
was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas 
along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called the “fifth evangelist” 
for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel’s great work, Messiah, is a setting of 
scriptural texts. 
July 29 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 
Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that they 
offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their 
brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to come. 
July 29 
Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming Christian 
and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly. 
Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his kingdom. 
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Our Prayer 
 
The disciples’ request that Jesus teach them to pray reveals a touching vulnerability. 
Jesus responds with an invitation into a prayer brimming with gratitude and expectation 
for the care and intimacy of the divine Parent. While the Lord’s Prayer may be familiar, 
each time we pray it, it still possesses the grace to speak a new word to us and draw 
forth a desire we were not aware of. Martin Luther felt that Christians who prayed the 
Lord’s Prayer each day, or even portions of it, could be certain their prayer would be 
more than adequate. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer is not the prayer of an individual but of a collective. The prayer 
begins with “Our Father,” not “My Father,” and petitions God to address our hunger, 
our sins, and our practice of forgiveness. Prayer of all kinds, including the Lord’s 
Prayer, is not simply a private conversation between God and an individual, but a unique 
harmony in the immense choir of those set free in Jesus. Every time we turn our hearts 
to God in prayer, we do so with and alongside the entire body of Christ. 
 
It’s easy in our culture today to dismiss prayer or to trivialize it as empty wishes. And 
when prayer is offered as a cynical gesture in response to real pain and suffering, such 
dismissal seems understandable. But the truly countercultural nature of our prayer is our 
trust that God receives and responds to our praise, petition, and lament, that our 
persistence and perseverance in prayer are not in vain. The God who gives us our daily 
bread, forgives us our sins, and saves us from the time of trial hears our prayers 
animated by the trust that God will be faithful and will keep God’s promises. This 
prayer then becomes for us a spark of hope that guides our daily action and our faith that 
God is making all things new and inviting us into this redemptive work. 


