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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and quiet room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten 
pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the 
Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the 
baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the 
days ahead. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE           Fugue in b minor            J.S. Bach  
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you  
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake  
of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Spirit of the desert, 
you drove Jesus 
to the edge of the world 
to find his truth and calling: 
scour our hearts 
and awaken our hunger 
that freed from empty clinging 
we might find ourselves in you; 
through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the wilds. 
Amen. 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited  for a time together. 
 
READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one 
another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the 
discovery only that they were naked. 

 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, 
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall die.” 
  3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree 
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was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 32 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
 and whose sin is | put away! 
2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 
 and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
 because of my groaning | all day long. 
4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
 my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.   R 
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
 I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD." 
 Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 
 when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.   R 
8"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 
 I will guide you | with my eye. 
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 
 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you." 
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10Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 
 but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 
 shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.   R 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures 
the testing of the evil one. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 
But he answered, “It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
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of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #922  When We Are Tested 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 
and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist 
temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this 
planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and 
gentleness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence 
with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to 
those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression. In 
France, Germany, and Monaco, equip leaders and citizens to tend to the needs of their 
neighbors; empower the witness of churches. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to 
all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, 
bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy Guide, we pray for our Little Lamb Preschool community, for Abbey and Renee 
who teach the Busy Bees class, and for these students and their families: Conor, 
Giavana, James, Maxwell, Morgan, Oktober, Oliver, Peyton, Skylar, Finn and Leah.  
Bless the students in their growth and learning, that they might know your love more 
and more each day; strengthen and equip their families in their calling to nurture your 
beloved children. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for 
those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you, especially Polycarp and 
Elizabeth Fedde. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the live chat, and 
for those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings 
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts  
Hilltop House hilltophouse.org and Refugee Family Support Fund. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at 
clcvalpo.org/app). 

https://www.hilltophouse.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERTORY            Savior, When in Dust to You   Manz  
            
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
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SANCTUS                    
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD   
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW #613  Thy Holy Wings 
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ELW #808  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW #319 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE                  Pavane            Chambonnières 
 
 

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  

Acolyte Reid Venstrom Joey Rodeck 

   

Lector Mark Kretzmann Doc Knauff 

   

Prayer Assistant Darla Hernandez Sara Long 

   

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder 
Scott Steinwart 

Holly Knauff 
Sara Long 

   

Ushers Bob Luckett 
Irene Adams 

 

   

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold 

   

Video/Livestream  

   

Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 

 

   

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch  

   

Cantors Mike & Lois Felten (10:30 a.m.)  

   

Communion Baker Angela Wehner  
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of  France, Germany, Monaco. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the rich historic and cultural legacies that have come to the world from these lands. 

• Franco-German friendship, reconciliation and cooperation that has emerged since 
 the hostilities of the second world war. 

• how churches and governments in France and Germany have welcomed new 
 immigrants. 

• the generosity in supporting ecumenical, interfaith and development work in the 
 world. 
 
We pray for: 

• overcoming fears and suspicions that still remain from 20th century atrocities, and 
 more recent terrorist attacks. 

• churches and governments to effectively counter anti-immigrant populist sentiments 
 in these countries so that they truly will become more multi-ethnic. 

• economic decisions that are accountable to those who are most vulnerable and not 
 only to those making a profit. 

• election of political leaders who will further the common good not only for their 
 country but for the sake of Europe and the rest of world. 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of February 22, 2026 

 
February 23 
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156 
Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of Revelation, as well as the 
important early church fathers Irenaeus and Ignatius, Polycarp serves as a vital link in 
church history. He was burned at the stake at age 86 for refusing to renounce his faith. 
 
February 25 
Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921 
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come and minister 
to the poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the Deaconess House in 
Brooklyn as well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis. 
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Forty Days of Humility 

 
The devil gives Jesus three opportunities to assert himself as powerful and exceptional: 
to turn rocks into bread, to be saved by the angels, and to rule over all the earth. Three 
times Jesus rebuffs the devil, turning his attention to God and refusing to take the bait. 
 
Anthony the Great, a desert father whose life mirrored the experience of Jesus in this 
text, once said, “I saw the snares that the enemy spreads out over the world and I said 
groaning, ‘What can get through from such snares?’ Then I heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Humility’” (Benedicta Ward, trans., The Sayings of the Desert Fathers, Cistercian, 
1975). This is exactly how Jesus responds to the temptations offered by the devil: 
turning his attention back to God in humility, refusing the temptation to prove himself 
through miracles and acts of power. 
 
During Lent, we are invited to engage in practices like fasting, almsgiving, and prayer 
to discipline our minds and bodies so we can return our full attention to the abiding love 
of God in Jesus. There will be a temptation to engage these practices as ways of puffing 
ourselves up, performing, or proving our worth. But Jesus calls us back to a Lent rooted 
in humility, engaging practices not for the sake of proving ourselves, but for deepening 
our trust in God. 
 
Where might we be experiencing that temptation to puff ourselves up, perform, or prove 
our greatness? What practices might support a posture of humility, reminding us that 
God is the author of all good things, and that we are loved and sustained by a God who 
humbly took on flesh for the sake of the world? 
 
May these forty days teach us to embrace humility and to trust that God walks with us, 
making all things new. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.  

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

Portions printed under OneLicense.net License #A-711129. 


