
Summary

This Mother's Day sermon focuses on the story of Hannah from 1 Samuel 1, a woman who struggled with

infertility and deep emotional pain. Pastor Chris uses Hannah's journey from bitterness to breakthrough as

a framework to encourage mothers and all believers facing closed doors in their lives. The message

emphasizes that the same God who shuts doors can also open them, and that our deepest pain often drives

us to our most powerful prayers. Hannah's story demonstrates that God hears our heartfelt cries,

remembers our requests, and answers in His perfect timing. The sermon particularly honors mothers,

acknowledging their sacrifices, silent struggles, and powerful prayers that shape families and

communities.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with grateful hearts, especially honoring the mothers among

us. As we gather to study Your Word and learn from Hannah's story, we ask that You open our hearts and

minds to receive what You want to teach us today. Help us to be vulnerable and honest in our discussion,

just as Hannah was honest with You in her pain. May Your Holy Spirit guide our conversation and draw

us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What is one of your favorite memories involving your mother or a mother figure in your life?

Key Verses

1 Samuel 1:9-11

1 Samuel 1:12-16

1 Samuel 1:17-18

Luke 1:37



Questions

How do you think Hannah felt when people misunderstood her pain, and how can we better support

those who are struggling silently?

Pastor Chris mentioned that 'some doors no man can open.' What doors in your life feel closed right

now, and how does Hannah's story give you hope?

Hannah poured out her soul before the Lord in prayer. What does authentic, heartfelt prayer look

like in your own life?

Why do you think God sometimes allows us to wait for answers to our prayers, and how can

waiting actually strengthen our faith?

The sermon emphasized that mothers carry burdens others don't see. How can we better appreciate

and support the mothers in our lives?

Hannah promised to give Samuel back to God, recognizing children as gifts rather than possessions.

How does this perspective change the way we view our relationships and blessings?

After God answered her prayer, Hannah continued to praise Him. How can we maintain a heart of

gratitude after receiving answers to prayer?

Pastor Chris shared that we should praise God as much as we pray to Him. How might this change

your prayer life and relationship with God?

Life Application
This week, identify one area of your life that feels 'shut up' or closed off. Commit to bringing this burden

to God in honest, heartfelt prayer daily. Additionally, if you are a parent or have a mother figure in your

life, take time to express specific gratitude for their sacrifices and prayers. Finally, practice spending

equal time praising God for past answered prayers as you do asking for new requests.

Key Takeaways
God can open any door that life, circumstances, or people have shut in your life

Our deepest pain often drives us to our most powerful prayers, just as Hannah's barrenness led her

to pour out her soul to God

Mothers carry unique burdens and their prayers are among the most powerful forces on earth

True prayer involves pouring out our hearts honestly to God, not just reciting polite religious

phrases



We should spend as much time praising God for answered prayers as we do asking Him for new

requests

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for Hannah's example of persistent, heartfelt prayer. We thank You that You are the

God who opens doors that no one can shut. Help us to bring our deepest burdens and pain to You,

knowing that You hear every cry and see every tear. Strengthen the mothers in our group and help us all to

be people of both powerful prayer and grateful praise. When we face closed doors in our lives, remind us

that You are the door opener, the miracle worker, and the God who remembers His children. May we

leave here today with renewed hope and faith in Your perfect timing. In Jesus' name, Amen.


