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The Magi on the Road 
Matthew 2:1-12


1. Who were they?


a. Historically. Historically, the Magi were a priestly class from the Median or Persian 
Empire, known for their wisdom and expertise in various fields, including religion and 
the sciences. Dan 4:4-9, Daniel had established himself as the head of the Magi in 
Babylon during the time of Nebuchadnezzar. This was 600 yrs before Jesus birth. 
Though there was a large scale return to the land after the Babylonian captivity, many 
Jewish people remained in the city and area. Even as the power of the Persian empire 
waned there were educated wisemen. The Parthian empire was a competitor to the 
Roman empire and they fought battles over territory.


b. In Jesus day. By the time of Jesus’ birth, the term had broadened to include men of 
knowledge and influence from the East, likely from regions like Persia, Babylon, or 
Arabia. By the Roman era, the Magi were: Astronomers and astrologers, Religious 
leaders, Advisors to kings, Scholars who studied texts from many cultures, including 
Jewish writings brought during the Exile. Persian kings often needed the approval of 
Magi to legitimize their rule. This explains why Herod felt threatened: if a powerful 
Parthian delegation was searching for a “king of the Jews,” it could imply political 
recognition beyond Rome.


2. How were they traveling?


a. How did their journey begin? We can only surmise what happened to start the 
wisemen on their journey. Numbers 24:17, Perhaps Isa 7:14; Micah 5:2; regardless of 
the origin of their knowledge, God had prepared these men through whatever means.


b. They were following a star. The Magi’s journey began when they observed “His star in 
the East” (Matthew 2:2). There have been efforts to describe natural events that could 
have been construed as a start but it comes down to something God did to cause 
these men to study ancient texts and to come to the conclusion that they were called 
to follow the star. There would not have been only three but probably several with 
armed guards, camels and livestock and goods to trade for food along the way.


3. Why were they traveling?


a. They wanted to worship. The Magi likely traveled 800–1,200 miles, a journey that could 
take months. They would have traveled with: A caravan of servants, Livestock and 
supplies, Precious gifts, Protective guards (due to bandits along trade routes)


This means their visit was not small or quiet—Jerusalem likely noticed their arrival.
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b. They were bringing gifts. God had placed in their hearts the desire to honor this baby 

born a king. They chose Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh  to being as gifts and 
undoubtedly other things. They came when Jesus was probably around two years of 
age or so.


God warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.


This passage teaches us three enduring truths:


	 * Those who truly seek Christ will find Him.


	 God still guides hearts that are willing to follow.


	 * Christ’s coming demands a response.


	 We either seek Him like the Wise Men or resist Him like Herod—neutrality is impossible.


	 * God’s sovereign plan cannot be stopped.


	 Even in times of uncertainty or danger, God protects His people and accomplishes His 		
	 purposes. Joseph would use the gifts brought by the wise men to take his family to 	 	
	 Egypt to protect them from Herod.


May we be like the Wise Men—attentive to God’s direction, eager to worship, and willing 
to offer our best. And may we trust, as Joseph did, that when God speaks, His guidance 
always leads to life, safety, and blessing. 
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