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Brotherly Love —love of brothers for each other .The phrase is used in a symbolic 
sense to express love of Christians for one another, since all are sons of the same 
Father.  
 
The Greek word translated as brotherly love implies more than love for one’s “blood 
brothers,” as in pagan writings; it means love for the broader brotherhood of true 
believers, for the members of the church, the “household of faith” (Gal. 6:10) and 
“of God” (Eph. 2:19; also 1 Pet. 2:17; 3:8; 5:9). 

 
Believers in Christ are a brotherhood in the service of Christ (Matt. 23:8), a 

family made up of those who do the will of God (Matt. 12:50; Mark 3:35, Luke 8:21). 
 

➢ “A new commandment I give to you,” Jesus said to His disciples, “that you 
love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this 
all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 
13:34-35). 

 
➢ A Christian’s love should extend beyond the circle of faith, however, to all 

people. “If you greet your brethren only,” said Jesus in the Sermon on the 

Mount, “what do you do more than others?” (Matt. 5:47). 
 

➢ The believer is called not only to love his neighbor and his brother but also to 

love his enemy (Matt. 5:44).  

 

❖ Love among Believers 

 

➢ Another badge of true and effective discipleship is love among 

ourselves as fellow believers.  

 

➢ If sinners love fellow sinners, as Jesus indicated (Luke 6:33, 

34), saints should love, not only fellow saints, but their enemies 

(Luke 6:35) and  "the  evil"  (Matt. 5:43-48). 

 

➢ "By this-that ye also love one another-shall all men know that 

ye are my disciples" (John 13:34, 35).  

 

➢ John, the apostle of love, extends the teaching of Jesus on lave 

and gives us the final and complete New Testament doctrine of 

such a theme.  



 

➢ The apostle saw the love of God perfected in those who '1ove 

one another'' and thus "keep God's commands" from whose 

soul accordingly "fear" is "cast out."  
 

➢ As they "abide" wholly in the realm of love that is constituted 

by the one loving Spirit dwelling in their hearts, they are 

"perfected unto one," 
 

➢  even as Christ is "one" with the Father by virtue of the love 

subsisting eternally between them, which is love's prime 

fountain (Matt. 3:17;John 17:21-26;   1John  2:5;  3:24;  4:11-

21). 

 

 

➢ We are liars if we profess to love God yet hate a brother we can 

see. If we cannot love him, how can we love God whom we 

cannot see (1 John 4:20)? 

 

➢  In the early days of the church, when the disciples had a 

deeper concern for each other, the surrounding heathen would 

admiringly say, "See how these Christians love one another! 
 

➢ "Now the same phrase is uttered with bitter sarcasm by the 

world that sees the feuds, unhappy divisions, and acrimony 

among those who profess to be lovers of God.  
 

➢ Jesus said that to love one another as he has loved us, was a 

"new commandment." Would that a loveless church could be 

found obeying  it (see Rom.  12:10, 13-16)! 

 

Beloved, let us love: Love  is  of God; 

In God alone hath love Its true  abode. 

Beloved, let us love; For they who love, 

They only are His sons, Born from above. 

 

 


