
 

Only One: Philemon 1-7 
July 5, 2020 

Scriptures: Philemon 1-7; Galatians 3:28; 1 Corinthians 7:21-23 

Bottom Line: Forgiving other’s for love’s sake 

The Background to “Philemon” 
Philemon is a friend of Paul’s, and a slave owner. Onesimus is a 
runaway slave who has become a follower of Jesus. Paul is writing to 
Philemon to encourage him to accept and forgive Onesimus 

Roman slavery was a normal part of society: a third of people were 
slaves, some by choice. Paul condemns abuses in the master/slave 
relationship and reminds Christians that we are one in Christ. 

Philemon 1-3 
V.1 - Paul doesn’t appeal to his authority 

V.2 - Philemon and his family were leading a house church 

V.3 - this greeting is in all of Paul’s letters: a powerful gospel summary 

4 Characteristics of Philemon (1:4-7) 
V.4-5 - Growing in faithfulness to Jesus, has a love for all people 

V.6 - Relational generosity (built on understanding and experience) 

V7. - Kindness that refreshes others 

Next Steps 
By what means would someone appeal to you to do a good thing? 

How often do you make decisions for the sake of the Gospel? For 
Love’s sake? 
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LISTENING 

Check in with everyone, see how the week has been. Give each person 
your attention, engage with what they’re saying. If you’re having trouble 
talking about your week, here are some things to talk about 

- What fears have you had this week? 
- How did you overreact this week? 
- How have you experienced God’s goodness this week? 
- What/who are you praying for this week? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What stood out to you from the teaching? Where there any new 
ideas? What challenged you? Do you have any lingering 
questions? 

2. Did the explanation of ancient slavery help you to see the issue 
in a new light? How so? What questions remain? 

3. Of the four characteristics of forgiving people, which have you 
experienced at work in WMBC? 

4. How often are your decisions made “for the sake of love?” 
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