
 

Only One: 3 John 9-15 
August 16, 2020 

Scriptures: 3 John 9-15; Matthew 23:11-12; Romans 12:13 

Bottom Line: Serve one another 

The Background of 3 John 
John is writing to Gaius: commending him for the way he is walking 
out the truth as a follower of Jesus, and encouraging him to show 
hospitality to the people John is sending to preach the real gospel. 

3 John 9-15 
In the second part of the letter, John warns against Diotrephes, the 
leader of this home church, who is bad-talking John, refusing to 
welcome these preachers, and kicking out the people who do 
welcome them. 

V.9-10 - Serve One Another 
We have been left an example by Christ in the way He served us (v. 9) 

- Matthew 23:11-12 

Honour the Apostles authority (v. 9) 

Help meet the needs of others (v. 10) 
- Romans 12:13 

Next Steps 
- Follow what is good - hospitality (v. 11) 
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LISTENING 
Check in with everyone, see how the week has been. Give each person 
your attention, engage with what they’re saying. If you’re having trouble 
talking about your week, here are some things to talk about 

- What fears have you had this week? 
- How did you overreact this week? 
- How have you experienced God’s goodness this week? 
- What/who are you praying for this week? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What stood out to you from the teaching? Were there any new 
ideas? What challenged you? Do you have any lingering 
questions? 

2. What verses resonated with you after reading this letter? 

3. What does serving others look like in your own life? Has there 
been or is there something that’s been on your heart to do for 
someone else? 

4. When you think of serving others, who do you think of as an 
example? Why? 
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