Confessions of the Church:
Where Did We Go Wrong?

Scriptures: Matt. 16:13-18; John 13:34-35

Bottom Line: The arrival of Jesus signalled an end to the temple
model and the beginning of something new: the irresistible church.

Why is the Church So Resistable?

We need to earn people’s trust outside the Church so that they can be
brought to the point of hearing the Gospel.

The NEW that Jesus Brought

1. The end of the Temple

2. The beginning of the Church
a. Jesus was building a movement

b. Jesus was critical of the religious establishment

3. The new “Way" — Love others as | have loved you

Next Steps

1. Listen for the objections or barriers people have towards the
Church

2. Ask Jesus to show us how we might respond as the Church
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Appetizer

1. Review Sunday's message. What stood out to you? What challenged
you? Are there any lingering questions?

2. When you hear the word “Church,” what comes to mind? Why?
Entree

1. Read Colossians 3:12-17.

2. How has the Church succeeded in living up to this calling?

3. What are some things you think people in Winkler find resistible about
the Church? Is their assessment fair? \Why or why not?

4. Have you ever felt rejected or unloved by a church? How did it affect
the way you viewed God or Jesus?

Dessert

Break into groups of 3-5 and discuss the following questions with each
other.

1. Who are the people in your life who need to see the New Way that
Jesus taught?

2. How can you start showing them that New Way this week?
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