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Acts 5:27–29 (NIV)
27 The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be
questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,”
he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make
us guilty of this man’s blood.”
29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!

1 Peter 2:13–14 (NIV)
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the
emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.

Romans 13:1–4 (NIV)

13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority

except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established
by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what
God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers
hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be
free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended.
4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid,
for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath
to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.

1 Peter 3:13-4, 17 (NIV)
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer
for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”

17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.



1 Peter 4:12–16 (NIV)
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you
participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is
revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or
thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.

Romans 13:9–10 (NIV)
9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You
shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”  and whatever other command there may be, are
summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no
harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Romans 12:19 (NIV)
19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written:
“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”  says the Lord.

Matthew 12:1–12 (NIV)

12 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were

hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees saw
this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”

3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and he and his companions
ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests.
5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that the priests on Sabbath duty in the temple
desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that something greater than the
temple is here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of
the Sabbath.”

9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with
a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to bring charges against Jesus, they
asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”



11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the
Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable is a
person than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

1 Samuel 14:24 (NIV)
24 Now the Israelites were in distress that day, because Saul had bound the people
under an oath, saying, “Cursed be anyone who eats food before evening comes, before
I have avenged myself on my enemies!” So none of the troops tasted food.

1 Samuel 14:45 (NIV)
45 But the men said to Saul, “Should Jonathan die—he who has brought about this great
deliverance in Israel? Never! As surely as the Lord lives, not a hair of his head will fall to
the ground, for he did this today with God’s help.” So the men rescued Jonathan, and
he was not put to death.

Discussion Questions
1. Have you ever had someone want to harm you for doing something good?
2. What can you do now to prepare for a situation where you might be persecuted for

obeying God?
3. What are the lines that you won’t cross? What things would you do matter what, even if

they became illegal or you risked losing your job for doing them?
4. How can we continue to show honor to those in authority while disobeying them?


