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¢ INTRODUCTION

In this message, PT confronts a truth many avoid but every marriage feels: what happens in private will
eventually show up in public. Brokenness doesn’t begin in a moment—it begins with neglect, distance,
and disconnection. God designed intimacy as sacred, not shameful, and when protected, it strengthens
unity and builds strong families. But when ignored, it creates vulnerability that can impact generations.
This message challenges us to rebuild what matters most through the right attitude, the right
atmosphere, and the right adjustments—so our homes become SAFEHOUSES.

¢ KEY SCRIPTURES

Genesis 2:21-25. God establishes marriage as a sacred, shame-free covenant where a man and woman
are united as “one flesh.” This passage reveals that intimacy was created by God as pure, secure, and
without shame before sin entered the world.

Ephesians 5:31-32. Marriage is not just physical—it is theological. It reflects the relationship between
Christ and the Church, emphasizing covenant, faithfulness, and exclusive love.

Proverbs 5:18-19. God not only commands faithfulness but celebrates joy and delight within marriage.
Intimacy is meant to be enjoyed, not endured.

Song of Solomon 7:10 (and related passages). A picture of mutual desire, affection, and security within
covenant love. It highlights emotional and physical connection rooted in belonging.

Genesis 1:28. God’s design for marriage includes multiplication and family, but children are a blessing—
not a replacement for marital connection.

1 Timothy 4:4. Everything God created is good when received properly. This includes our sexuality
within God’s design.

Hebrews 13:4. Marriage is to be honored, and intimacy within it is pure and sacred—not shameful.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Our bodies belong to God and are to honor Him, including how we live out
sexual purity and intimacy.

1 Corinthians 7:3=5. Marriage calls for mutual giving, not selfish taking. Intimacy is about serving one
another, not demanding from one another.

¢ DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. PTsaid, “What you neglect in private, you will eventually face in public.” Where have you seen
this principle play out in relationships or life?

2. PT emphasized that affairs often begin with distance, silence, and neglect. What are some early
warning signs of disconnection in relationships?

3. Read Ephesians 5:31-32. How does viewing marriage as a reflection of Christ and the Church
change the way we approach intimacy and commitment?

4. PT said, “Sex is not dirty. Sex is sacred. God created it. Culture corrupted it. Marriage redeems
it.” How does this challenge common cultural or personal misconceptions?



5. Read 1 Corinthians 7:3-5. What does it look like to approach intimacy as mutual giving rather
than personal entitlement?

6. PT stated, “Affection is the atmosphere. Intimacy is the overflow.” What are practical ways to
build emotional and relational connection daily?

7. What are some “atmosphere killers” (e.g., busyness, phones, harsh communication) that can
impact relationships? Which one do you need to address?

8. PT encouraged couples to ask:
o “Do you feel loved by me emotionally?”
o “Do you feel pursued by me intentionally?”
“What’s one thing | can do to help us feel close again?”

Why are these questions so powerful, and which one is hardest to ask?
@ PASTOR’S BEST QUOTES
e “Affairs don’t start in the bedroom—they start with distance, silence, and neglect.”
e “Sex s not dirty. Sex is sacred. God created it. Culture corrupted it. Marriage redeems it.”
e “If the enemy can divide the home, he can damage the family—and wound generations.”

e “If you don’t build a magnet at home, don’t be surprised when something else starts pulling
hearts out of your home.”

e “Marriage isn’t sustained by vows spoken once—but by love practiced daily.”

e  “What you heal in private—God will bless in public.”

¢ APPLICATION / ACTION PROMPTS

e Identify one area in your life or relationship where neglect has crept in—and take a step to
address it this week.

e |Initiate one honest, grace-filled conversation using the phrase: “I miss us.”
e Remove one distraction (phone, schedule habit, etc.) that is hurting connection.

e Do one intentional act this week to build atmosphere (kindness, encouragement, affection, or
time together).

e If needed, take a step toward help—counseling, accountability, or deeper conversation.

* Invite someone to join you next Sunday and be part of what God is building at CrossPointe.

@ CLOSING PRAYER (FOR GROUP)

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your truth and design for our relationships. Thank You for making
marriage and intimacy sacred and life-giving. Help us protect what matters most in private so it can be
strong in public. Reveal where we’ve drifted and give us the courage to respond with honesty and grace.

Strengthen marriages, heal what’s broken, and restore what’s been neglected. Teach us to love well. We
pray for everyone at CrossPointe—help us grow in faith, find community, and invite others in. Make our
homes SAFEHOUSES. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

PLEASE TAKE A GROUP PICTURE AND TAG PT (Franklin Tracy Pounders) and Tabatha Pankey On FB!



