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“GETTING READY 4/0 ?/é}

FOR JESUS”



Have You Started Decoratmg Yet'-’
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Halliwell Family — Fairfield, CT
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Why Would God
Start This Gospel
Out With John’s
Birth Instead of
Jesus’?



Luke 1:3 (NKJV) — “it seemed good to me also, having
had perfect understanding of all things from the very
first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent
Theophilus...”
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Why Does Luke Tell About
. John’s Birth First?

w * John had to come BEFORE Jesus

THROUGH THE EYES OF

Hogil



Malachi 3:1 (NLT) — “"Look! | am sending my
messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.
Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to
his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you
look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” says the LORD of
Heaven’s Armies.”



Isaiah 40:3-5 (NLT) — “Listen! It’s the voice of
someone shouting, ‘Clear the way through the
wilderness for the LORD! Make a straight highway
through the wasteland for our God! 4 Fill in the
valleys, and level the mountains and hills. Straighten
the curves, and smooth out the rough places. 5 Then
the glory of the LorD will be revealed, and all people
will see it together. The LORD has spoken!””



Why Does Luke Tell About
. John’s Birth First?
¥+ John had to come BEFORE Jesus
 He had a specific MISSION

THROUGH THE EYES OF

Hogil



Luke 1:76-79 (NLT) — “And you, my little son, will be
called the prophet of the Most High, because you will
prepare the way for the Lord. 77 You will tell his
people how to find salvation through forgiveness of
their sins. 78 Because of God’s tender mercy, the
morning light from heaven is about to break upon us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of
peace.”




Why Does Luke Tell About
. John’s Birth First?
¥+ John had to come BEFORE Jesus
 He had a specific MISSION

* Announce Messiah was coming

THROUGH THE EVES OF

Hogil



John 1:29 (NLT) — “The next day John saw Jesus
coming toward him and said, ‘Look! The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!"”



JOHN CAME FIRST TO PREPARE THE WAY
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Until people
SEE Jesus as
He really is,
their lives
don’t change
that much



John 14:6 (NLT) — “Jesus told him, ‘1 am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father
except through me.”

Acts 4:12 (NLT) — “There is salvation in no one else!
God has given no other name under heaven by which
we must be saved.”



For Those Who Don’t Put
Their Trust in Jesus, THIS T —

S | .




Matthew 3:1-2 (NLT) — “In those days John the
Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began
preaching. His message was, 2 ‘Repent of your sins
and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.””



To Be
Prepared for
Jesus, a
Person’s
HEART Has to
CHANGE



Matthew 3:1-3 (NLT) — “In those days John the
Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began
preaching. His message was, 2 ‘Repent of your sins
and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” 3
The prophet Isaiah was speaking about John when he
said, ‘He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare
the way for the LORD’s coming! Clear the road for
him!””



Matthew 3:5-8 (NLT) — “People from Jerusalem and
from all of Judea and all over the Jordan Valley went
out to see and hear John. 6 And when they confessed
their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 7 But
when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to
watch him baptize, he denounced them. ‘You brood of
snakes!” he exclaimed. ‘Who warned you to flee the
coming wrath? 8 Prove by the way you live that you
have repented of your sins and turned to God.””



Brood of Vipers




Luke 13:1-3 (NLT) — “About this time Jesus was
informed that Pilate had murdered some people from
Galilee as they were offering sacrifices at the Temple. 2
‘Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other people from Galilee?’ Jesus asked. ‘Is that
why they suffered? 3 Not at all! And you will perish,
too, unless you repent of your sins and turn to God.””
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If a Person Doesn’t
Repent of Their Si
They’ll Perist




Acts 2:36 (NLT) — “So let everyone in Israel know for
certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!”



Acts 3:15 (NLT) — “You killed the author of life, but
God raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses

of this fact!”



Acts 5:28 (NLT) — ““We gave you strict orders never
again to teach in this man’s name!’ he said. ‘Instead,
you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about

him, and you want to make us responsible for his
death!””



Acts 2:38 (NLT) — “Peter replied, ‘Each of you must

repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.””



Without Jesus in a
person’s life, any FIX
a person makes to
their lives will be like
putting a BAND-AID
on a compound
FRACTURE



DEATH IS SURE |

SIN THE CAUSE
CHRIST THE CURE




JOHN WAS BORN TO PREACH “JESUS”
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is John.”

IS Ndme
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Luke 1:13 (NLT) — “But the angel said, ‘Don’t be
afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your
wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to

»n»

name him John.



Why the Name “JOHN"”?
w  ° Itwas GOD’S IDEA

N A * It’s MEANING: “God is Gracious”
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THROUGH THE EYES OF

Hogil



Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) — “For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God...”



Why the Name “JOHN"”?

 |twas GOD’S IDEA
e |t's MEANING: “God is Gracious”

e John was born to TESTIFY about

Jesus, and EVERYTHING in his life
pointed to that

THROUGH THE EYES OF

Hogil






John 3:3 (NKJV) — “Jesus answered and said to him,
‘Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.””
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