


1 Corinthians 1:18 (NLT) — “The message of the cross
is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But 
we who are being saved know it is the very power of 
God.” 

1 Corinthians 2:1–2 (NLT) — “When I first came to you, 
dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and 
impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I 
decided that while I was with you I would forget 
everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was 
crucified.” 





When Embrace Message of the Cross:

• Spirit is born again

• Restored in relationship with God 

• Friend of God

• Son/Daughter of God

• Adopted into God’s family
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Why We Struggle to Walk in Freedom:

1. Scriptural mandates are impossible

2. Me... the battle with my flesh

3. The Devil

4. Pull of this world



1 John 2:15–17 (NLT) — “Do not love this world nor 
the things it offers you, for when you love the world, 
you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16 For 
the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, 
a craving for everything we see, and pride in our 
achievements and possessions. These are not from 
the Father, but are from this world. 17 And this world 
is fading away, along with everything that people 
crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will 
live forever.” 



There is a force in the 
world which is always 
pulling you in the wrong 
direction...



Many Struggle With Feelings of:

• Failure as a Christian

• Condemnation

• Despair, Guilt, and Shame

• Unaccepted by God

• Wavering Faith



You Can Have
VICTORY!



1 Corinthians 1:18 (NLT) — “The message of the cross 
is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! 
But we who are being saved know it is the very 
power of God.” 



1 Corinthians 2:2 (NLT) — “For I decided that while I 
was with you I would forget everything except Jesus 
Christ, the one who was crucified.” 



In the Message of the 
Cross We Find the

POWER
OF GOD



The Message of the Cross is... PROPITIATION



(Rom 3:24-25 NKJV) "being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in His forbearance God had passed over the 
sins that were previously committed,"



Hebrews 2:17 (NKJV) "Therefore, in all things He had to 
be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful 
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people.”

1 John 2:1-2 (NKJV) - "My little children, these things I 
write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world."



1 John 4:10 (NKJV) - "In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins."



propitiation

• to appease someone’s anger with 
a gift or sacrifice



Romans 1:18 (NKJV) — “For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness”

Romans 5:9 (NKJV) — “Much more then, having now 
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him.” 



Ephesians 5:6 (NKJV) — “Let no one deceive you with 
empty words, for because of these things the wrath 
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.” 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NKJV) — “and to wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, 
even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” 



Revelation 19:15 (NKJV) — “Now out of His mouth 
goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the 
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of 
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” 



God is



Revelation 4:8 (NLT) — “Each of these living beings 
had six wings, and their wings were covered all over 
with eyes, inside and out. Day after day and night 
after night they keep on saying, ‘Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord God, the Almighty— the one who always 
was, who is, and who is still to come.’” 
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Justifying Our Actions:

• “I was hurt in church.”

• “Church is full of hypocrites.”

• “All they talk about is money.”

• “No one there is friendly.”

• “I don’t agree with organized 
religion.”

• “Church people hate __________.”
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Justifying Our Actions:

• “Church people are judgmental.”

• “I’m not being fed.”

• “God doesn’t love me.”



On the Cross,
God Poured Out His 
Wrath Toward Sin



Message of the Cross... God’s Not Angry With You



Hebrews 4:16 (NLT) — “So let us come boldly to the 
throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his 
mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we 
need it most.” 




