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You CANNOT 
Change Your 

Past



2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) — “This means that 
anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new 
person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!”

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) — “Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 



“therefore”
• Points to God’s LOVE as reason we are 

new creations 



“therefore”
• Points to God’s LOVE as reason we are 

new creations 

“in Christ”
• Paul uses this phrase 216 times
• Shows our connection to Jesus



Out With the OLD, in With the NEW



The Love of God Removes ALL Sin, Shame, 
Guilt, Mistakes, and Failures From Our Lives



“confess”
• To agree with God
• Acknowledges sinful ways as old, outdated
• Agreeing to allow God to replace old ways 

with new, godly ways



All of the OLD Must Be 
Removed So the NEW

Can Replace It



Psalm 103:12 (NLT) — “He has removed our sins as 
far from us as the east is from the west.” 



2 Corinthians 5:18–20 (NLT) 

“And all of this is a gift from God, who 
brought us back to himself through Christ. 
And God has given us this task of reconciling 
people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against them. And he 
gave us this wonderful message of



2 Corinthians 5:18–20 (NLT) 

reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal 
through us. We speak for Christ when we 
plead, “Come back to God!” 



This is All God’s Gracious GIFT...
It is ALL from HIM!



God’s Love FOR Us and THROUGH Us



A Love for God is:
• Better CAUGHT than TAUGHT



A Love for God is:
• Better CAUGHT than TAUGHT
• CONTAGIOUS



We Can’t Help Sharing Our Love for...



The Sisters of Mercy



Nazareth Hall Military Academy



Nazareth Hall Military Academy

Ursuline Nuns



2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) — “For God made Christ, 
who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so 
that we could be made right with God through 
Christ.” 



Jesus Became Sin 
on OUR Behalf, 
Even Though He 
Knew No Sin...



Our Wrongness Replaced by His Righteousness



His Righteousness is His Divine Approval



Love Reigns OVER OUR PAST


