
Materialism 
 
“He who dies with the most toys wins.” 
 
Do you think our culture supports that statement?  How about corporate America? 
 
What is the message of advertising that constantly bombards us?  Is it to be content with what we 
have? 
 
As we acquire more stuff are we more content? 
 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 (ESV) 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pangs. 
 
Is this passage countercultural to the world in which we live in?  Why or why not? 
 
Why is there great gain in godliness with contentment? 
 
How can the desire and pursuit to be rich be dangerous to our relationship with God and perhaps 
even with other people? 
 
What ultimately is the sin behind the “love of money?”  In what ways can it lead us away from 
God? 
 
Matthew 6:24 (ESV) 
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
 
Does this passage provide some insight into the last question? 
 
 
Luke 12:13-21 (ESV) 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he 
said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land 
of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, 
“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God 



said to him, Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 
God.” 
 
Is there anything wrong with preparing for the future?  Aren’t we suppose to be good stewards of 
what God has blessed us with?  So what it the issue here? 
 
Recently, there has been a advertisement on TV about a website that sells unique items.  The ad 
states that things are not just things, they are who you are.  How does this statement relate to this 
passage from Scripture? 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 
 
Can you relate to verse 19 given the current state of the economy? 
 
What is the difference between laying up treasures on earth versus laying up treasure in heaven? 
 
What is the real issue here? 
 
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 (ESV) 
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on 
the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They 
are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up 
treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that 
which is truly life. 
 
For those of us who are rich, how are we to respond to the blessings that God has provided? 
 
Is it easier to rely on things that we can see, taste, and touch rather than God? 
 
What is truly life and how do we obtain it? 
 
 
 


