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“Oil In Your Lamp” 
• Opening Announcements 
• Opening Prayer 

Q: When you think about the Coming of the Lord, what comes to mind? 
Q: What “signs” do you see around us that might indicate the “end is near”? 
Q: How would you tell someone to “prepare” for it?  Like practically? 
Q: In my sermon, I make a point that it’s always a good idea to ask Jesus about it.  Why 
might THAT be important? 

READ: Proverbs 2:6-15 “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge 
and understanding; 7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those 
who walk in integrity, 8 guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of his 
saints. 9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good 
path; 10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your 
soul; 11 discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, 12 delivering you 
from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech, 13 who forsake the paths of 
uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness, 14 who rejoice in doing evil and delight in 
the perverseness of evil, 15 men whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in their 
ways.”  

Q: According to verse 6, “what” does the “Lord give”? 

Q: According to verses 7-8, what does He do? 

Q: According to verses 9-12 what are the benefits/promises or listening to Jesus? 

Q: According to verses 13-15, what’s the contrast?  How do you see THAT playing out 
these days? 

Table Time… 
READ: Matthew 25:1-13 ““Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and 
five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but 
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all 
became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And 
the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go 
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rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, 
and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

Q: What’s interesting to you in this parable? 

Q:  What was the difference between the “wise” and the “foolish”? 

Q: Oil is often seen as wisdom, light is often seen as truth.  How might this parable be 
wisdom and truth when thinking about the “end time” and “how” to prepare? 

Q: What’s the warning surrounding the “foolish”? 

Big Group Debrief…. 

READ: Matthew24:3-4 “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “See that no one 
leads you astray.” 

Q: What’s significant about verse 3? 

Q: What’s the FIRST THING Jesus says in response according to verse 4? 

Q: Why is THAT important to our discussion on preparing and being ready for the end 
times and the second coming? 

ADVENT Connection:  
Q: Advent is the beginning of the Church Calendar.  Why “start” the church year with 
the end? 

Q: Our theme is “The Coming Kingdom”.  Why is it important to “begin” our year, 
thinking about what’s coming?  How does that shape the “rest of the year”? 

Q:  What’s one way YOU and your family can prepare for the coming Kingdom? 
A:  Trust in the Coming K_ _ G! 
Homework: 
• Commit to coming to our Wednesday Advent Celebrations as a way to prepare.


