
Legacy 
1. Legacy is most often thought of as something tangible like money or property left for 
others. But an even more important and impactful type of legacy is something that is 
passed down from one generation to another that influences an individual’s thoughts 
and actions. This type legacy when passed down through successive generations can 
even control entire cultures. 

Q: When you think of the word “legacy” what comes to mind?  

Q: When you think of “Christian legacy” what comes to mind? 

Q: When you think of “Lutheran legacy” what comes to mind? 

Q: Have you ever thought of your own legacy?  

2. As one thinks, in theological terms, about the concept of leaving or receiving a legacy 
we should be struck by the great truth that we all share a “legacy”! Today we’ll look 
more deeply at that!  

3. In ROMANS 5:12 Paul explains, “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through 
one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.”  

Q: What is our legacy from Adam? 

Q: How do we experience this legacy in our everyday lives? 

Q: How has this legacy impacted the world within which we live?  

4. Fortunately, Romans 5:12 is not the final word regarding legacy. Paul was inspired to 
add in ROMANS 5:15, “But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through 
one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of 
that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.”  

5. Paul continues to explain the legacy of sin and the redemptive legacy (the gift) of 
Jesus in 1 Corinthians 15:21 where he writes, “For as by a man came death, by a man 
has come also the resurrection of the dead.” 

6. In these passages, Paul talks about not only our legacy from Adam but also the 
legacy we have from Jesus.  

Q: What is the legacy Jesus has left for us?  
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Q: How do we receive this legacy?  

Q: What is the ultimate legacy Jesus is offering us?  

Q: How does the legacy of Jesus impact and influence our lives today?  

7. Today is “Bump Up” Sunday. While you may not have children or consider yourself 
as a child, according to scripture, we are all children of God (1 John 3:1-2). 

8. So, as His child, He wants us to know ALL the legacy He has for us! Ephesians 
4:11-12 tells us that Jesus “Gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ.”  

9. In this passage scripture teaches us that: 

God has a STRATEGY to pass on His legacy. 
 
God has a PURPOSE for His legacy. 
 
God has a GOAL for His legacy. 
 
Q: According to Ephesians 4:11-12 what is God’s strategy to pass on His legacy? 
 
Q: According to Ephesians 4:11-12 what is God’s purpose for His legacy? 
 
Q: According to Ephesians 4:11-12 what is God’s goal for His legacy? 
 
Q: What does it mean to know that God’s legacy to you is a strategy, purpose 
and goal for your life?  
 
Q: How is your self-image and your concept of self-worth impacted by knowing 
that God’s legacy to you is a strategy, purpose and goal for your life?  

10. We have looked at legacy in terms of God’s gift to us individually. Now let’s look at 
an even bigger picture. Consider Ephesians 4:14-16 where Paul writes, “So that we 
may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which 
it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love.”  
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11. Notice the emphasis is on the church and the soundness of doctrine. God folds our 
legacy, our purpose and our goals and our gifting into the Body of Christ so that His 
Kingdom might be advanced! 
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