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K{ / / The Face of God
f o T‘ Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 15;
Q"" Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21
9 04 ;&E 1,
":“" g\h /‘ Today’s Big Idea
How do we go after what we want in life? We can scheme

our way forward or we can be God-carried. The latter
Highland LCCtlonary Series doesn’t guarantee what we want, or does it?

Jacob’s Wrestling Match

The “cheater’s” escapades come round again

In every case, grace or consequence follows all of us

Fleeing Laban, waiting for Esau: Genesis 31-32:21

A wrestling match to break the manipulation cycle: Genesis 32:22-32
Wrestle instead for His blessing: choosing God as the source of happiness
A dance between naming, surrendering, receiving, recalibrating

Each pathway requires a kind of tenacity

The ultimate blessing: standing before God face to face: Genesis 32:30

The Face of God in the OT

Abraham’s three visitors in Genesis 18; Manoah and Zorah in Judges 13
Moses’ denied request in Exodus 33:17-23

Job’s dismay in Job 42:5-6; The Psalmist trusts it to be so in Psalm 17:15
The “Bread of the Face”: Exodus 25:23-30

The Face of God in the NT

Encountering the Bread of the Face in the person of Jesus, the Bread of Life
Feeding 5000: those who see His face shall live

The clearest view of face of God is on the cross

Conclusion: Letting Desire Lead to the Wrestling Mat
Let’s Make a Deal: Choosing what is behind door Jesus
The tragedy of Paul’s former associates

The Bread of the Face



The Key Excerpts for This Week’s Thematic Thread

Genesis 32:22-31

Pealm 17:1-2, 15

Romans 9:1-5

Matthew 14:13-21

22 The came night he got up
and took his two wives, his two
maids, and his eleven children
and crosced the ford of the
Jabbok. 23 He took them and
cent them acrose the ctream,
and likewice everything that he
had. 29 Jacob was left alone,
and a man wrestled with him
until daybreak. 25 When the
man caw that he did not
prevail against Jacob, he ctruck
him on the hip cocket, and
Jacob’e hip was put out of joint
ac he wrestled with him. 26
Then he caid, (et me 9o, for
the day ic breaking.” But Jacob
eaid, “T will not let you go,
unless you blece me.” 22 $o he
caid to him, “What ic your
name?” And he caid, “Jacob.”
28 Then the man caid, “You
chall wo longer be called Jacob,
but Ierael, for you have ctriven
with God and with humans and
have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob
acked him, ‘Please tell me your
name.” But he caid, “Why ic it
that you ask my name?” And
there he blesced him. 30 So
Jacob called the place Peniel,
caying, ‘For I have ceen God
face to face, yet my life ic
preserved.” 31 The cun rose
upon him as he passed Penuel,

limping becavse of his hip.

1 Hear a just cause, O Lord;
attend to my cry; give ear to
my prayer from lips free of
deceit. 2 From you let my
vindication come; let your eyes
cee the right. 3 If you try my
heart, if you vicit me by vight,
if you test me, you will find no
wickednese in me; my mouth
does not trancgrecs. 4 A for
what otherc do, by the word of
your lips I have avoided the
ways of the violent. 5 My cteps
have held fast to your paths;
my feet have wot clipped. 6 T
call upon you, for you will
answer me, () God; incline your
ear to me; hear my worde.

2 Wondrovely chow your
cteadfast love, O cavior of
those who ceek refuge from
their advercaries, at your right

hand.

15 Ac for me, I chall bebold
your face in righteousness;
when I awake I chall be
catisfied, beholding your

likenecs.

7 I am cpeaking the truth in
Chrict—I am not lying; my
conscience confirme it by the
Holy Spirit— 2 I have great
corrow and unceasing anguich
in my heart. 3 For I could wich
that I mycelf were accurced
and cut off from Christ for the
cake of my own brothere and
cisters, my own flesh and blood.
4 They are Icraclites, and to
them belong the adoption, the
glory, the covenants, the giving
of the law, the worchip, and
the promices; 5 to them belong
the patriarchs, and from them,
according to the flech, comes
the Christ, who ic over all, God

blecced forever. Amen.

13 Now when Jecus heard this,
he withdrew from there in a
boat to a decerted place by
himself. But when the crowds
heard it, they followed him on
foot from the towne. 14 When
he went achore, he caw a great
crowd, and he had compagsion
for them and cured their cick.
15 When it was evening, the
disciples came to him and caid,
“This ic a deserted place, and
the hour ic now late; cend the
crowds away <o that they may
g0 into the villages and buy
food for themselves.” 16 Jecus
caid to them, “They need not go
away; you give them comething
to eat.” 17 They replied, “We
have nothing here but five
loaves and two fich.” 18 And he
caid, ‘Bring them here to me.”
19 Then he ordered the crowds
to it down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the
two fich, he looked up to heaven
and blesced and broke the
loaves and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the crowds. 20 And all
ate and were filled, and they
took up what was left over of
the broken pieces, twelve
baskets full. 21 And those who
ate were about five thousand
men, begidec women and

children.




