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” Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11;
v John 11:1-45
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i Today’s Big Idea

/ The Lectionary thread shows the Holy Spirit as the
\‘ /’i« breathing animating life of God for us and in us and
e Q through us for the world!
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Highland Lectionary Series

Breath as Spirit

Understanding Holy Spirit as the breath of God/Jesus for us, in us, and through us

With breath, without breath

Lungs and the body

Filled with the Spirit: Ephesians 5:18

Breath, wind, Spirit/spirit, ruach, pneuma

Interchangeable terms: e.g. “giving up spirit” (Matthew/John) and “breathing his last” (Mark/Luke)

Breath and Word

Vocalization requires breath

Words incarnate breath

In this way we can think words as an interchangeable with breath

Breath and Word in Partnership in the Story of the Bible

General creation: Genesis 1:2-3; creation of humans: Genesis 1:26 with 2:7

Valley of the Dry Bones: Ezekiel 37:1-4* (9x ruach!): “breath so that you can live” 37:5,6,9,10
Word-breath creates the form: 37:7-8; Breath-Spirit animates the form with life: 37:9-10
Jesus is the Word (John 1:1) who heals with words and breath: Mark 7:34; John 11:43

The “last Adam” became a “Life-giving Spirit”: 1 Corinthians 15:45

Breathes (His Spirit) onto His disciples (and us): John 20:22

Note: once again He forms a Body with His words (the church) and breathes it into life!

Holy Spirit (Breath of God) and Us

For Us: Calls us into being ( I am fearfully and wonderfully made: Psalm 139:14)

In Us: Makes us (really) alive in the deepest places of our being: Romans 8:11*
Though Us: Invites us to CPR moments in a suffocating world

The CPR of word-breath: John 15:26-27

The CPR of presence in the model of Elijah (1 Kings 17:21-22) and Elisha (2 Kings 4:34-35)



The Key Excerpts for This Week’s Thematic Thread

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Pealm 130

Romans §:6-11

John 11:1-45

The valley where Hic cpirit cet
me down was full of dry bones.
3 He caid to me, ‘WMortal, can
these bones live?” I answered,
‘O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then
he caid to me, ‘Prophecy to
thece bones and cay to them: ()
dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord
God to these bones: T will cause
breath to enter you, and you
chall live. 6 I will lay cinews on
you and will cause flech to come
upon you and cover you with
ckin. and put breath in you, and
you chall live, and you chall
know that I am the (ord.” 7
So I prophesied ac I had been
commanded, and ac T
prophesied, cuddenly there was
a wnoise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to
its bone. 8§ I looked, and there
were cinews on them, and flech
had come upon them, and ckin
had covered them, but there
was no breath in them. 9 Then
he caid to me, ‘Prophecy to the
breath, prophesy, mortal, and
cay to the breath: Thus caye
the Lord God: Come from the
four winde, O breath,and
breathe upon these clain, that
they may live.” 10 I prophesied
a¢ he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.

Out of the depths I cry to you,
0 Lord. 2 Lord, hear my voice!
(et your ears be attentive to
the voice of my supplications!
3 IF you, O Lord, chould mark
iniquities, (ord, who could
ctand? 4 But there ic
forgivenese with you, o that
you may be revered. 5 I wait
for the (ord; my coul waits,
and in hic word I hope; 6 my
coul waits for the Lord more
than those who watch for the
morning, more tham those who
watch for the morning. 7 0
Icrael, hope in the Lord! For
with the (ord there ic
cteadfast love, and with him ic
great power to redeem. § It ic
he who will redeem Icrael from

all ite in :'7u,'f:'es'.

6 To cet the mind on the flech
ic death, but to cet the mind on
the Spirit ic life and peace. 7
For this reason the mind that
ic cet on the flech ic hostile to
God: it does not cubmit to God'c
law—indeed, it cannot, § and
those who are in the flech
cannot pleace God. 7 But you
are not in the flech; you are in
the Spirit. cince the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of
Chrict does not belong to him.
10 But if Christ i in you, then
the body ic dead becavse of cin,
but the Spirit ic life becavse of
righteousnecs. 11 If the Spirit
of him who raised Jecus from
the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jecus from the
dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit
that dwelle in you.

23 Jecus caid to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” 24
Martha caid to him, ‘T know
that he will rice again in the
resurrection on the last day.”
25 Jecus caid to her, ‘T am the
resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, 26
and everyone who lives and
believee in me will never die. Do
you believe this?” 27 She caid
to him, “Yec, (ord, I believe
that you are the Mecsiah, the
Son of God, the one coming
into the world.” 33 When
Jecus caw her weeping and the
Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in cpirit and deeply
moved. 39 He caid, “‘Where
have you laid him?” They caid
to him, “Cord, come and cee.”
35 Jecus began to weep. 38
Then Jesus, again greatly
disturbed, came to the tomb.
It was a cave, and a ctone was
lying against it. 39 Jecus caid,
“Take away the ctone.”
Martha, the cicter of the dead
man, caid to him, Cord,
already there ic a ctench
becavse he has been dead four
days.” 40 Jesus caid to her,

“Did I not tell you that if you
believed you would cee the glory
of God?” 41 So they took away
the ctone. 43 When he had
caid this, he cried with a loud
voice, ‘Lazarvs, come out!” 44
The dead man came out, his
hande and feet bound with
strips of cloth and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jecus caid
to them, ‘Unbind him, and let
him go.”

Next Week’s Readings: What thread do you discern?
March 29, 2026 - Palm Sunday - Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 21:1-11




