
The Miracle of a Generous Heart
Week One: Living in a Material World

As human beings, we have basic needs such as food, water, and air to survive.  I would add
shelter and clothing to the list as well.  Others would argue that there are other psychological
needs we could add to the list, but let’s keep it simple for now.  We all know we need these
things to survive, and depending on where you were born in this world, the ability to obtain
these basic needs may be extremely easy or extremely difficult.

When we were children, we relied on our parents or guardians to provide us with what was
necessary to satisfy these basic needs, but as we grew older, we learned how to work and to
provide for ourselves.  We learned to be diligent like the ant in Proverbs 6, doing what we have
to do today in order to do what we want to do tomorrow.  We learned to provide for ourselves
and for those who would become part of our future family.  Over time we gained the ability to
care for others.  Perhaps somewhere along the way we also learned about the One who is
Provider - Jehovah-Jireh - and how He is the giver of all good things, for everything God created
is good and should be received with thanksgiving.

And so we grew into careers, houses, vehicles, possessions, toys and the like, and at some
point we arrived at successfully meeting the basic needs of our family.  Remember those basic
needs we mentioned earlier: food, water, air, shelter, clothing?  Make no mistakes, friends.
Most of you sitting here today are wealthy by most standards.  According to the US Census
Bureau, the individual median income in the US in 2019 was $31,133.  It doesn’t sound like very
much does it?  Well, consider this: the median individual income in US dollars in Russia is
$10,960, in Guatemala is $4,490, and in Sudan is $650.  There is no doubt that we are wealthy
by the world’s standard, and we certainly fit that criteria biblically.  The question then becomes,
what do we do with the wealth that remains after providing for our family?  How do we view it?
Where did it come from?  What do we do with it?

Jesus tells a parable in Luke 12:15-21 about one man’s decision when faced with an increase in
wealth.  “15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life
does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 16 And he told them this parable: “The
ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall
I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down
my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself,
“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20
“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who
will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up
things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

If you watched the video, you might have noticed the background track during the opening was
Material Girl by Madonna.  The 1980’s epitomized material life in America.  Slogans like “Just
Do It” and “He Who Dies with the Most Toys Wins” ruled the day.  This parable carries some of
the same themes.  This, however, is not representative of the Christian life or the generous life



in Christ.  Later in Luke 12 Jesus says to His disciples, “Sell your possessions and give to
charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven
where no thief comes near nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.”

Primary Texts:  Luke 12:15-21, 32-34
Sermon Text: Matthew 6:19-24

Questions for Discussion

1. In Luke 12:29-30 Jesus tells His disciples not to worry.  Share an instance when God
made possible what seemed impossible.

2. How do you balance having enough with the constant barrage of the world telling you to
accumulate more and more?

3. Does one have to be wealthy to be greedy?  Explain.
4. Contemplate the idea of “repurposement” rather than retirement.
5. Why does the prospect of amassing material possessions appeal more to people than

the reality of immortality with Jesus?


