
 
 

Get Smart 
Get Smart With Humility 

 
Proverbs 11:2 (NIV)  When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 
 
What is Pride? 

• Pride is needing to feel better than someone in some way. 
• Pride is having to prove myself in the court of opinion. 
• Pride is taking God’s place in my life 

 
What is Humility? 

• Humility is acquiring a true assessment of myself by seeing the majesty of God, so that I 
can learn how to become truly great. 

 
What does pride do to me? 

• Pride damages my character. 
o Proverbs 16:18 (NIV)  Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 

• Pride damages my relationships. 
o Proverbs 13:10 (NLT)  Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise. 
o James 4:6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the 

proud but shows favor to the humble.”  
 
What does humility do for me? 

• Humility leads me to lasting glory. 
o Proverbs 18:12 (NIV)   Before a downfall the heart is haughty, but humility comes 

before honor. 
o Proverbs 22:4 (NIV)  Humility is the fear of the LORD; its wages are riches and honor 

and life. 
 
  



What can I do about my pride problem? 
• Listen to constructive criticism from others. 

o Proverbs 15:31-32 (NLT)   If you listen to constructive criticism, you will be at home 
among the wise.   If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself; but if you listen to 
correction, you grow in understanding.   

• Let God be God in my life. 
o Proverbs 15:33 Fear of the LORD teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor. 
o I Peter 5:6-7 (NIV)  Humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right 

time he will lift you up in honor.   Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares 
about you. 

• Lean into the gospel and let it free me from the courtroom. 
o I Corinthians 4:3-5 (NIV)   I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; 

indeed, I do not even judge myself.  4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make 
me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.  5 Therefore judge nothing before the 
appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in 
darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their 
praise from God. 

 
Additional Study on Humility 
Monday Proverbs 27:1-2 and Romans 12:16 
Tuesday Ephesians 4:2 and I Peter 3:3-4 
Wednesday Philippians 2:3-11 
Thursday Proverbs 29:23 and 2 Chronicles 7:14 
Friday  James 3:13 and James 4:10 
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