
Live Free 
The Law and Promise 

 
Galatians 3:15-25   Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one 
can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 16 The 
promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning 
many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. 17 What I mean is this: 
The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God 
and thus do away with the promise. 18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer 
depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. 19 Why, then, 
was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise 
referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a mediator. 20 A mediator, 
however, implies more than one party; but God is one. 21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the 
promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then 
righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But Scripture has locked up everything 
under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might 
be given to those who believe. 23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the 
law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian 
until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no 
longer under a guardian…...29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
Understand the “What ?” of the Promise 
 
v. 15  Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or 
add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 
 
Genesis 15:7-18  He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans 
to give you this land to take possession of it.” 8 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know 
that I will gain possession of it?” 9 So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, 
each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.” 10 Abram brought all these to him, 
cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in 
half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun 
was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him….17 
When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and 
passed between the pieces.  18  On that day, God made a covenant with Abraham, “I will give you 
this land….” 
 
Understand the  “When ?” of the Law 
 
v. 17-18   What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant 
previously established by God and thus do away with the promise.  For if the inheritance depends 



on the law, then it no longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham 
through a promise. 
 
Understand the “Who ?” of the Promise 
 
v.  16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to 
seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. 
 
Understand the “Why ?” of the Law 
 
v.  19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 
whom the promise referred had come. 
 
23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith 
that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might 
be justified by faith. 
 
 
Understand the “So What ?” for my life. 
 
 
What I need to believe. 
 
v.  22 But Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, 
being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 
 
Acts 16:30-31 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They 
replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
 
What I need to rely on. 
 
v.  23-24   Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the 
faith that was to come would be revealed.  So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we 
might be justified by faith. 
 
v.  29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
What my proper approach should be to the Law. 
 
v.   25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 
 



Ephesians 2:8-10  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
Additional Study :   Read through Galatians Again 
 
Monday Galatians 1 
Tuesday Galatians 2 
Wednesday Galatians 3 
Thursday Galatians 4 
Friday  Galatians 5 
Saturday Galatians 6 
 
 
 


