
ORDERED 
WORSHIP 

A Study of 1 Corinthians 14 



PRIORITIZING 
THE POWER 

OF THE 
CHURCH 



1. THE PURPOSE OF 
PROPHESYING 

“Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and especially that 

you may prophesy. For the person who speaks in another 

tongue is not speaking to people but to God, since no one 

understands him, he speaks mysteries in the Spirit. On the 

other hand, the person who prophesies speaks to people 

for their strengthening, encouragement, and consolation.” 

– 1 Corinthians 14:1-3 



OLD 
TESTAMENT 
PROPHETS 

Old Testament Prophets  

Speak and write words that had 
absolute divine authority (Numbers 
22:38; Deut. 18:18-20; Jer. 1:9; Ezek. 
2:7) 

Therefore, to disobey a prophet’s 
words was to disbelieve or disobey 
God (Deut. 18:19; 1 Sam. 8:7; 1 Kings 
20:36) 



NEW 
TESTAMENT 
AUTHORITY? 

 

Jesus does not call those with 

this authority prophets, but 

calls them apostles. (1 Cor. 

2:13; 2 Cor. 13:3; Gal. 1:8-9, 

11-12; 1 Thess. 2:13; 4:8, 15; 2 

Peter 3:2). 

 



UNDERSTANDING THE WORD 

New Testament Indications that profhths Did Not Speak with 
Authority Equal to the Words of Scripture 

1) Acts 21:4 – Paul disobeys instructions from believers from the 
Spirit 

2) 1 Thess. 5:19-21 – “do not despise prophesying but test 
everything; hold fast what is good” 

3) 1 Cor. 14:29-38 – ”Let two or three prophets speak, and let the 
others weigh what is said” 



PROPHET/APOSTLE 

 

When the apostles want to establish their unique 
authority they never appeal to the title ”prophet” but 

rather call themselves “apostles” 

 

 (Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:1; 9:1-2; 2 Cor. 1:1; 11:12-13; 12:11-12: Gal. 
1:1; Eph. 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; 3:2) 



PROPHECY 

Helmut Krämer article Theological Dictionary 
of the New Testament defines Greek word 
profhths   

“simply expresses the formal function of declaring, 
proclaiming, making known.” Yet, because  “every 
prophet declares something which is not his own,” 
the Greek word for ‘herald’ (kēryx) is the closest 
synonym.”  

 

Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology, pg. 1051 



PAUL TO TIMOTHY 

“This has now been made evident through the appearing of our 

savior Christ Jesus, who has abolished death and has brought life 

and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was 

appointed a herald, apostle, and teacher, and that is why I suffer 

these things. But I am not ashamed because I know whom I have 

believed and am persuaded that he is able to guard what has been 

entrusted to me until that day.”  

2 Timothy 1:10-12 



STRENGTHING 
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A. STRENGTHENING 

“Do not let any 

unwholesome talk come 

out of your mouths, but only 

what is helpful for building 

others up according to their 

needs, that it may benefit 

those who listen.” 

– Ephesians 4:29 
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ENCOURAGEMENT 
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B. ENCOURAGEMENT 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that 

we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as 
we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so 

also our comfort abounds through Christ.”  

– 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 



CONSOLATION 
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C. CONSOLATION 

“When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting 

her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed 

her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. When 

Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at 

his feet and said, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had 

come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit 

and troubled.”  

John 11:31-33 



2. THE POWER OF PURPOSEFUL 
PRESENTATIONS OF THE GIFTS 

“So now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in tongues, 

how will I benefit you unless I speak to you with a revelation or 

knowledge or prophecy or teaching? Even lifeless instruments that 

produce sounds – whether flute or harp – if they don’t make a 

distinction in notes, how will what is played on the flute or harp be 

recognized…So also you – since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, 

seek to excel in building up the church.”  

1 Corinthians 14:6-7, 12 

 



A. DISTINCTION OF SPEECH 

“Even lifeless instruments that produce sounds – 
whether flute or harp – if they don’t make a 

distinction in the notes, how will what is played on 
the flute or harp be recognized? In fact, if the bugle 

makes an unclear sound, who will prepare for 
battle? In the same way, unless you use your tongue 

for intelligible speech, how ill what is spoken be 
known?” 

1 Cor. 14:7-9 



B. DISCONNECT 
OF DIFFERENT 

TONGUES 

“There are doubtless many different kinds 
of languages in the world, none is without 
meaning. Therefore, if I do not know the 

meaning of the language, I will be a 
foreigner to the speaker, and the speaker 

will be a foreigner to me.” 

1 Corinthians 14:11-12 



MULTI-TIER CHRISTIANITY? 
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C. DESIRE TO BUILD 
THE CHURCH 

“The person who speaks in a tongue 
builds himself up, but the one who 
prophesies builds up the church.”  

1 Cor. 14:4 

“So also you – since you are zealous for 
spiritual gifts, seek to excel in building 

up the church.”  

1 Cor. 14:12 



JOIN HIS WORK! 

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built 

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 

being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined 

together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are 

being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”  

Ephesians 2:19-22 



STRENGTHEN 
ENCOURAGE 

CONSOLE 

Finally, brothers 
and sisters, 

rejoice! Strive 
for full 

restoration, 
encourage one 
another, be of 
one mind, live 
in peace. And 

the God of love 
and peace will 

be with you. 

 

2 Cor. 13:11 


