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Elijah Series 
1 Kings 17:1-7 

Discussion Guide 
Pray 
Apart from God, we can do nothing.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide your discussion. Throughout your 
time together, continue asking God for help. 
 
Read Scripture 
Read “Overview of Elijah Series” together as well as 1 Kings 17 with special focus on 17:1-7. 
 
Bible Study:  The HEAR Method 
The bulk of your time will be spent discussing God’s Word together.  HEAR is an inductive Bible study 
method that looks closely at what the Bible says to discover what it means so that we can faithfully apply 
it to our lives. 
 
HEAR stands for: 

• Highlight:  read and observe everything in the passage carefully. 
• Examine:  based on your observations, discover what the passage means in its context. 
• Apply:  determine how the meaning of the passage applies to your life. 
• Respond in prayer:  pray God’s Word back to Him. 

 
Remember: 

• Walk through the Bible study together using the HEAR method and talk about what stuck out 
most to you in the passage. 

• Make sure you move discussion to the application section of your study. 
• Affections, beliefs, and practices:  Make sure to apply the passage to all your life. 

 
Pray 

• Take time to pray for one another and ask for His grace to apply His Word to our daily lives. 
 
1 Kings 17:1-7 (ESV) 
“Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, 
before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.’  2And the word 
of the LORD came to him:  3‘Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, 
which is east of the Jordan.  4You shall drink from the book, and I have commanded the ravens to feed 
you there.’  5So he went and did according to the word of the LORD.  He went and lived by the book 
Cherith that is east of the Jordan.  6And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and 
bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook.  7And after a while the brook dried up, 
because there was no rain in the land.” 
 
Open:  When you think of Elijah, what comes to your mind first?  Why? 
 
Study: 

1. In Canaanite religion, Baal was thought to be the god of storms, holding particular power 
over rain and fertility.  In light of this, why do you think God sent judgment in the 
specific form of drought?  What message would this have sent to the Canaanites and the 
Jews living in exile at this time? 

2. Throughout chapter 17, Elijah holds incredible power as God’s prophet, commanding the 
rain at his own word (17:1).  And yet this is a difficult and lonely, and humbling season 
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as well as God sends him alone in the wilderness with only the ravens as his 
companions.  Food and water were scarce along with the loneliness that he must have 
felt.  What do you think would have been most difficult for Elijah?  How do you think 
this season would have required him to trust in the Lord while preparing him for what 
was to come? 

3. In what ways do you see God’s miraculous provision for Elijah in this chapter?  Does this 
provision remind you of other instances of God’s provision for His people?  If so, when? 

4. Elijah was sent to the wilderness to live in obscurity after he prophesied to King Ahab.  
How could this obscurity be an expression of God’s care for him?  Are there any lessons 
that we can draw from this portion of Scripture about how God is at work during the 
“wilderness seasons” of life? 

Apply: 
 

5) In 1 Kings 17 God is about to renew His Covenant with his people yet doing so by some very 
difficult circumstances (a famine) that would be felt by all.  In these circumstances God is going 
to great lengths to show that God, not Baal, is the true God.  How does this affect when you think 
of God’s control of current history?  Are there ways in which God is using circumstances to call 
you back to Him today by reminding you that He is the only true God?  If so, how? 
 

6) What does 1 Kings 17 show about God’s power and love to rescue and keep His people?  How 
does this pre-figure His rescue of His people through the Gospel? 
 

7) What are examples of contemporary idols that you are attracted to?  What do these idols promise, 
yet fail to deliver?  How is God continuing to faithfully pursue you amid your own waywardness? 
 

8) In what ways is God calling you to live for and trust Him more? 
 
PRAY: 

• Take time thank God that He is faithful to rescue His people.   
• Ask God’s blessing to see His hand at work in all circumstances. 
• Ask God for fresh faith to trust Him. 
• Take time to pray for one another to live faithfully unto God.   

 
NOTE:  have taken some questions for this discussion guide from Gavin Ortland’s Knowing the Bible:  1-2 Kings, A 
12-Week Study. 


