John 15:4

4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me.

Abiding

A continuous, intimate relationship with God.
Believers are like branches connected to
Christ, the vine, which highlights the necessity
of remaining in Him for spiritual vitality.
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One fruit,
many seeds
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Four Loves - C.S. Lewis

. Storge (Affection)

. Philia (Friendship)

. Eros (Romantic)

. Agape (Love of God)

Disordered Love

The problem comes when our loves get out of
order. It’s not that we can’t have storge, philia,
and eros it is just that we can’t have these loves
before our love for God and His people.
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Symptoms Of A Bad Wheel Alignment

When the wheel alignment is bad, the vehicle
may pull to one side and the steering wheel
becomes misaligned. You may also notice
excessive or uneven tire wear, loose or sloppy
steering, vibrations at higher speeds, squealing
tires and overall poor vehicle handling.

Love in the Right Order

The essence of righteousness is love in the
right order

John 17

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father,
the hour has come; glorify your Son that the
Son may glorify you,




Jesus’ Prayer in John 17

“There is no voice which has ever been heard,
either in heaven or in earth, more exalted, more
holy, more fruitful, more sublime, than the
prayer offered up by the Son to God Himself.”

- Philip Melanchthon

John 17

2 since you have given him authority over all
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent.

1 Corinthians 1:30 NKJV

30 But of Him [God the Father] you are in
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from
God—and righteousness and sanctification
and redemption—
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We are God'’s Gift to Jesus

“Christians often think of Jesus as God’s gift

to us; we rarely think of ourselves as God’s gift
to Jesus.”

-D.A. Carson

Romans 8:34 NKJV

34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who
died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even
at the right hand of God, who also makes
intercession for us..

Hebrews 7:25 NKJV

25 Therefore He is also able to save to the

uttermost those who come to God through
Him, since He always lives to make
intercession for them.




Eternal Life is Active Involvement with God

“Life is active involvement with environment;
death is the cessation of involvement with the
environment, whether it be physical or

personal.” - M.C. Tenney

Eternal life means that we are alive and active
in God’s spiritual environment.

Reasons for Jesus’ Petition John 17

the hour has come
the Father will be glorified

authority had already been given to 17:2
grant eternal life

Jesus is the only VEVA I|fe 17 3

it finishes the work the Father sent 17.3
the Son to perform

John 17

4 | glorified you on earth, having accomplished
the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence with
the glory that | had with you before the world
existed.
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John 17

6 “l have manifested your name to the people
whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they
were, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything
that you have given me is from you. 8 For | have
given them the words that you gave me, and they
have received them and have come to know in
truth that | came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me.

John 17

9 “| pray for them. | do not pray for the world
but for those whom You have given Me, for they
are Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours
are Mine, and | am glorified in them. 11 Now |

am no longer in the world, but these are in the
world, and | come to You. Holy Father, keep
through Your name those whom You have given
Me, that they may be one as We are.

John 17

12 While | was with them in the world, | kept
them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me |
have kept; and none of them is lost except the
son of perdition, that the Scripture might be
fulfilled. 13 But now | come to You, and these
things | speak in the world, that they may have
My joy fulfilled in themselves.
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John 17

14 | have given them Your word; and the world
has hated them because they are not of the
world, just as | am not of the world. 15 | do not
pray that You should take them out of the
world, but that You should keep them from the
evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as |
am not of the world.

John 17

17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is
truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, | also
have sent them into the world. 19 And for their
sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also may be
sanctified by the truth.

John 17

20 “l do not pray for these alone, but also for
those who will believe in Me through their
word; 21 that they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also
may be one in Us, that the world may believe
that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You
gave Me | have given them, that they may be
one just as We are one:
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John 17

23 |l in them, and You in Me; that they may be
made perfect in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and have loved
them as You have loved Me. 24 “Father, | desire
that they also whom You gave Me may be with
Me where | am, that they may behold My glory
which You have given Me; for You loved Me
before the foundation of the world.

John 17

25 O righteous Father! The world has not

known You, but | have known You; and these
have known that You sent Me. 26 And | have

declared to them Your name, and will declare it,
that the love with which You loved Me may be in
them, and | in them.”

John 13:34-35

34 A new commandment | give to you, that you
love one another; as | have loved you, that you
also love one another. 35 By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for
one another.”
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Love Me, Love Who | Love

“There is an old proverb, and | cannot help
quoting it just now; it is, ‘Love me, love my
dog.’ It is as if the Lord Jesus so loved the
Father that even such poor dogs as we are get
loved by him for his Father’s sake. To the eyes
of Jesus we are radiant with beauty because
God hath loved us.”

- Spurgeon

1 John 3:16

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ

laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers and sisters

Love Lives

Storge, Philia, and Eros human love lives in the
human soul and grows over time with focused
human activity

God’s love (Agape) lives in the human Spirit and
grows with focused Holy Spirit activity
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Feeding Love

We feed Eros with intimate words, clothing,
scents, meals, music and meaningful settings
We feed Storge with pictures, reunions, talking
about old times, visits to favorite spots

We feed Philia by stimulating conversations and
wise counsel

We feed Agape with enjoying God’s presence,
worship, word of God and prayer

Love Protects and Provides

Love protects the vulnerable covenant
members like they are Jesus in disguise.

Love creates unity among Christians,
transcending differences.

John 15:4

4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me.
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