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But test everything; hold 
fast what is good

1 Thessalonians 5:21

4

dokimázō, dok-im-ad'-zo; from 
G1384; to test, to approve:—allow, 
discern, examine, × like, (ap-)prove, 
try.

Test the quality of metal

Test
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43 The next day Jesus decided 
to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. 

John 1

6

45 Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him 
of whom Moses in the Law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

John 1

7

46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.”

John 1
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1. Beyond Prejudice

Discernment Reveals

9

1There shall come forth a shoot from 
the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
from his roots shall bear fruit.
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall 
rest upon him, 

Isaiah 11

10

the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel 
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight 
shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

Isaiah 11

11
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3And his delight shall be in the fear 
of the LORD.He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide 
disputes by what his ears hear,
4but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, 

Isaiah 11

12

and decide with equity for the meek 
of the earth; and he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 

Isaiah 11

13

5Righteousness shall be the belt 
of his waist, and faithfulness the 
belt of his loins.

Isaiah 11
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Pursue love, and earnestly desire 
the spiritual gifts, especially that 
you may prophesy. 

1 Corinthians 14

15

Lord, I eagerly desire to walk in 
all the gifts of the spirit, 
especially the gifts of prophesy.  
Help me learn to discern. Amen.

Prayer 

16

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there is no deceit!”

John 1
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1. Beyond Prejudice
2. Human Character

Discernment Reveals
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7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him. For the Lord sees not 
as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks on the heart.”

1 Samuel 16

19

5 The purposes of a man's heart 
are deep waters, but a man of 
understanding draws them out. 

Proverbs 20:4
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Gifts Of The Spirit - Revelation
Gifts Definition

Discerning 
of Spirits

Ability to perceive the spiritual source of 
words, motives, or actions and to judge 
accurately between truth and error

21

12 For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Ephesians 6

22

48 Nathanael said to him, “How do 
you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when 
you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!”

John 1

23
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Gifts Of The Spirit - Revelation
Gifts Definition

Discerning 
of Spirits

Ability to perceive the spiritual source of 
words, motives, or actions and to judge 
accurately between truth and error

Word of 
Knowledge

Revelation of certain facts: people, 
places, things

24

50 Jesus answered him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you 
believe? You will see greater 
things than these.”

John 1

25

51 And he said to him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, you will see 
heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”

John 1

26
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Gifts Of The Spirit - Revelation
Gifts Definition

Discerning 
of Spirits

Ability to perceive the spiritual source of 
words, motives, or actions and to judge 
accurately between truth and error

Word of 
Knowledge

Revelation of certain facts: people, 
places, things

Word of 
Wisdom

Revelation pointing to the future, the plan 
or purpose of God

27

21Since they had been without food 
for a long time, Paul stood up among 
them and said, “Men, you should 
have listened to me and not have set 
sail from Crete and incurred this 
injury and loss. 

Acts 27

28

22Yet now I urge you to take heart, 
for there will be no loss of life 
among you, but only of the ship. 
23For this very night there stood 
before me an angel of the God to 
whom I belong and whom I worship, 

Acts 27

29
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24and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Paul; you must stand before Caesar. 
And behold, God has granted you all 
those who sail with you.’ 25So take 
heart, men, for I have faith in God 
that it will be exactly as I have been 
told. 

Acts 27

30

1. Beyond Prejudice
2. Human Character
3. Supernatural Knowledge
4. Angelic Realm

Discernment Reveals
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