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Isaiah 35:8

A highway shall be there, and a road, And it 
shall be called the Highway of Holiness. The 
unclean shall not pass over it, But it shall be 
for others. Whoever walks the road, although 
a fool, Shall not go astray.

3

Highway of Holiness

The highway of holiness is God’s pre-prepared 
passageway where we are separated, made 
morally and spiritually pure from the world, 
saved from the power of sin, as we travel 
toward heaven.
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Highway of Holiness

1. The unclean shall not pass on it
2. Highway for dummies - constructed to be 

easy for the uneducated and foolish
3. Get the elect ready for heaven
4. Build assurance of faith
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Assurance of Salvation

the confidence that believers have in their 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
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Assurance of Salvation

1. Assurance is biblical
2. You can be saved and not have this 

assurance
3. Assurance is so important to peace
4. Assurance is so seldom attained – why?
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Isaiah 32:17

The work of righteousness will be peace,
And the effect of righteousness, quietness and 
assurance forever.
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Affect vs Effect

Affect is usually a verb meaning "to influence" 
or "to produce a change," while effect is 
typically a noun meaning "the result" or "the 
outcome" of something. A simple way to 
remember is that "affect" is an action (verb) 
and "effect" is an end result (noun).
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Why is assurance of our faith to be 
desired?
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Assurance is Greatest Next to God’s Glory

The greatest thing we can desire, next to the 
glory of God, is our own salvation; and the 
sweetest thing we can desire is the assurance of 
our salvation.  In this life we can not get higher 
than to be assured of that which in the next life is 
to be enjoyed.  All saints shall enjoy a heaven 
when they leave this earth; some saints enjoy a 
heaven while they are here on earth.  

- Joseph Caryl, 1653
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Why is Assurance to be Desired? 

1. Peace in the face of tribulation
2. Courage to do the impossible
3. Willingness to stand without human aid

12

Acts 16:18-34

16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that 
a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, who brought her masters 
much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl 
followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, 
“These men are the servants of the Most High
God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”
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Acts 16:18-34

18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, 
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, 
“I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.” And he came out that very 
hour. 19 But when her masters saw that their 
hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to 
the authorities.
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Acts 16:18-34
20 And they brought them to the magistrates, 
and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly 
trouble our city; 21 and they teach customs 
which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to 
receive or observe.” 22 Then the multitude rose 
up together against them; and the magistrates 
tore off their clothes and commanded them to 
be beaten with rods. 
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Acts 16:18-34

23 And when they had laid many stripes on 
them, they threw them into prison, 
commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 
24 Having received such a charge, he put them 
into the inner prison and fastened their feet in 
the stocks.25 But at midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them. 
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Acts 16:18-34

26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; 
and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone’s chains were loosed. 27 And the 
keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and 
seeing the prison doors open, supposing the 
prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself. 
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Acts 16:18-34

28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, 
“Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell 
down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And 
he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?”
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Acts 16:18-34

31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of 
the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. 33 And he took them the same hour of 
the night and washed their stripes. And 
immediately he and all his family were 
baptized. 
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Acts 16:18-34

34 Now when he had brought them into his 
house, he set food before them; and he 
rejoiced, having believed in God with all his 
household.
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Philippians 2:12-16

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is 
God who works in you both to will and to do 
for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without 
complaining and disputing, 
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Philippians 2:12-16

15 that you may become blameless and 
harmless, children of God without fault in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run 
in vain or labored in vain.
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Why is Assurance to be Desired? 

1. Peace in the face of tribulation
2. Courage to do the impossible
3. Willingness to stand without human aid
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Bold as a Lion or a Skittering Mouse?

“When I live in a settled and steadfast 
assurance about the state of my soul, methinks 
then I am as bold as a lion.  I can laugh at all 
trouble: no affliction daunts me.  But when I am 
eclipsed in my comforts, I am of so fearful a 
spirit that I could run into a very mousehole.”

- Bishop Latimer

24

Isaiah 35:8

A highway shall be there, and a road, And it 
shall be called the Highway of Holiness. The 
unclean shall not pass over it, But it shall be 
for others. Whoever walks the road, although a 
fool, Shall not go astray.
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