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If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. 

James 1:5-6
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Understanding how things work (insight) so 
well that you make masterful decisions 
(wisdom)

Wisdom and Understanding
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ESV
The heart of man plans his way, but the 
LORD establishes his steps.
NLT
We can make our plans, but the LORD 
determines our steps.  

Proverbs 16:9
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Plan = Hebrew verb Chashab
to think, plan, esteem, calculate, invent, 
make a judgment, imagine, count
Establish = Hebrew verb Kuwn
to be firm, be stable, be established, secure

Proverbs 16:9
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Plan Well 

Reason

Revelation

The power 
of the mind 
to think, 
understand
& form 
judgments 
by a process 
of logic.

The power 
of the Holy 
Spirit to 
enlighten 
the heart 
and the 
mind.

Reason Revelation
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Justice (in judgments)
Discretion (in temptation)

Foresight (in planning)

Wisdom
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1. Plan well with reason and revelation

Plan Well
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But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
each one for the profit of all: for to one is 
given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 
to another the word of knowledge through 
the same Spirit,

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NKJV
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To another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues. 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NKJV
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But one and the same Spirit works all these 
things, distributing to each one individually 
as He wills.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NKJV
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Gifts Of  The Spirit - Revelation

Gifts Definition
Word of 
Wisdom

Revelation pointing to the future, the plan 
or purpose of God

Word of 
Knowledge

Revelation of certain facts: people, 
places, things

Discerning 
of Spirits

Ability to perceive the spiritual source of 
words, motives, or actions and to judge 
accurately between truth and error
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When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I gave up childish 
ways.

1 Corinthians 13:11 ESV
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Gifts Of  The Mind - Reason

Task How do I go about completing a particular 
piece of work? Task Description

Tactical How do I go about organizing and managing 
my tasks to get the best outcome?
Priorities – Schedules - Calendar

Strategic How do I leverage my tactics and resources 
to get the best outcome?  Plan

Vision What is my long-term purpose? How do I fit 
into my surrounding community and world?
Mission - Vision
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Wisdom provides foresight and 
flexibility to our plans
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1. Plan well using reason and revelation
2. Plan well with faith for flexibility

Plan Well
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Modern risk management encourages us to 
embrace reason to transfer and mitigate all 
uncertainty from our life.  We buy insurance 
to transfer risk and develop contingencies to 
mitigate risk. 

Plan Well
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Ancient paths of the disciple encourages us 
to embrace faith and revelation from God as 
the risk mitigators of life.  

Plan Well

18



12/30/19

7

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name. Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, [God provides 
unexpected needs]

Matthew 6

19

And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. [God delivers from 
unexpected injustice] And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. [God 
delivers from unexpected evil]

Matthew 6
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God Provides For The Unexpected

Serve the 
Needy 

Treasure for unexpected 
future needs

Pray Daily unexpected needs

Faith in God Future unexpected evil

Forgiveness Future unexpected 
injustice or personal sin

21



12/30/19

8

One Action Away From Total Victory

“Always remember, you are just one “hearing” away 
from Faith, just one ‘knowing” away from Peace, and 
just one “action” away from total Victory.”

- Rex Rouis
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ESV
Commit to the Lord whatever you do,
and he will establish your plans.
Young’s Literal Translation
Roll unto Jehovah thy works, And 
established are thy purposes. 

Proverbs 16:3
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Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go into such and such a 
town and spend a year there and trade and 
make a profit”— yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For 
you are a mist that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes. 

James 4
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Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, 
we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you 
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting 
is evil. So whoever knows the right thing to 
do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

James 4
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Wisdom provides foresight and 
flexibility to our plans
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1. Plan well using reason and revelation
2. Plan well with faith for flexibility
3. Plan well with wise advisors

Plan Well
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Plans fail for lack of counsel,
but with many advisers they succeed.

Proverbs 15:22
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Gifts Of  The Mind - Reason

Task How do I go about completing a particular 
piece of work? Task Description

Tactical How do I go about organizing and managing 
my tasks to get the best outcome?
Priorities – Schedules - Calendar

Strategic How do I leverage my tactics and resources 
to get the best outcome?  Plan

Vision What is my long-term purpose? How do I fit 
into my surrounding community and world?
Mission - Vision
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Wisdom provides foresight and 
flexibility to our plans
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