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But test everything; hold 
fast what is good

1 Thessalonians 5:21
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But solid food is for the mature, 
for those who have their powers 
of discernment trained by 
constant practice to distinguish 
good from evil.

Hebrews 5:14
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25 If we live by the Spirit, let us 
also keep in step with the Spirit.

Galatians 5:25
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1. Deity
2. Personality: Mind, Will, Emotions
3. Presence
4. Power
5. Work

Holy Spirit
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We discern the Holy Spirit by 
sensing His presence and 
seeing His work
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1. We Sense when the Holy Spirit is 
present and wait on Him
2. We See the work of the Holy Spirit 
and work with Him
3. We Hear what the Holy Spirit is 
saying and agree with Him

Discerning the Holy Spirit
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17 On one of those days, as he was 
teaching, Pharisees and teachers of 
the law were sitting there, who had 
come from every village of Galilee 
and Judea and from Jerusalem. And 
the power of the Lord was with him 
to heal. 

Luke 5
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1. We Sense when the Holy Spirit is 
present and wait on Him
2. We See the work of the Holy Spirit 
and work with Him
3. We Hear what the Holy Spirit is 
saying and agree with Him

Discerning the Holy Spirit
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How to Sense God’s Presence?

Method Means
Inner Witness God speaks to our hearts

Worship God shows up in the worship 
of His People

Rhema Word of 
God

Revelation thru preaching, 
dreams, vision or prophesy

Physical Signs God arranges a specific 
physical sign as direction
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18 And behold, some men were 
bringing on a bed a man who 
was paralyzed, and they were 
seeking to bring him in and lay 
him before Jesus, 

Luke 5
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19 but finding no way to bring him in, 
because of the crowd, they went up 
on the roof and let him down with his 
bed through the tiles into the midst 
before Jesus. 

Luke 5
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20 And when he saw their faith, he 
said, “Man, your sins are forgiven 
you.” 21 And the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to question, saying, 
“Who is this who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins 
but God alone

Luke 5

17

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only 
what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, that the 
Son does likewise. 

John 5
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22 When Jesus perceived their 
thoughts, he answered them, “Why 
do you question in your hearts? 23 
Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and 
walk’? 

Luke 5
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24 But that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins”—he said to the man 
who was paralyzed—“I say to you, 
rise, pick up your bed and go home.”

Luke 5

20

1. We Sense when the Holy Spirit is 
present and wait on Him
2. We See the work of the Holy Spirit 
and work with Him
3. We Hear what the Holy Spirit is 
saying and agree with Him

Discerning the Holy Spirit
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Work of the Holy Spirit
Empower 1 Cor 12:11 Intercedes Rom 8:26
Searches 1 Cor 2:10 Leads Matt 4:1
Speaks Acts 13:2 Guides John 16:13
Testifies John 15:26 Glorifies John 16:14
Instructs Neh 9:20 Born-Again John 3:5-6
Heals Isaiah 61:1 Convicts John 16:8
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25 And immediately he rose up 
before them and picked up what 
he had been lying on and went 
home, glorifying God. 

Luke 5

23

26 And amazement seized them 
all, and they glorified God and 
were filled with awe, saying, “We 
have seen extraordinary things 
today

Luke 5

24

1. We Sense when the Holy Spirit is 
present and wait on Him
2. We See the work of the Holy Spirit 
and work with Him
3. We Hear what the Holy Spirit is 
saying and agree with Him

Discerning the Holy Spirit
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107 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever!2 Let the redeemed 
of the Lord say so, whom he has 
redeemed from trouble

Psalm 107
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