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Isaiah 35:8

A highway shall be there, and a road, And it 
shall be called the Highway of Holiness. The 
unclean shall not pass over it, But it shall be 
for others. Whoever walks the road, although 
a fool, Shall not go astray.
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Highway of Holiness

The highway of holiness is God’s pre-prepared 
passageway where we are separated, made 
morally and spiritually pure from the world, 
saved from the power of sin, as we travel 
toward heaven.
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Highway of Holiness

1. The unclean shall not pass on it
2. Highway for dummies 
3. Get the elect ready for heaven
4. Build assurance of faith
5. Learn Contentment
6. Guidance during unforeseen events
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Highway of Holiness

7. Going from strength to strength
8. Finding security in Christ Jesus
9. Growing faith
10. Identity as a Spiritual Son (Daughter)
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Material Is a Shadow of Spiritual
Copy = imitation that resembles the original

Shadow = dark shape made by an object 
blocking rays of light
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Grow in Spiritual Receptivity

Natural faculties help us
discern the natural realm

Supernatural faculties help us 
discern the spiritual realm
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Not and Nothing – Gospel of John

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can 
do nothing of his own accord, but only 
what he sees the Father doing

5:19

“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, 
I judge, and my judgment is just, 
because I seek not my own will but the 
will of him who sent me.

5:30
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Not and Nothing – Gospel of John

I do not receive glory from people. 5:41
For I have come down from heaven, 
not to do my own will but the will of 
him who sent me

6:38

So Jesus answered them, “My 
teaching is not mine, but his who sent 
me.

7:16
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What is Jesus saying?

Jesus is saying in these verses that He 
does not have the ability to do what God 
has called Him to do with only human 
resources and abilities (in the material 
realm).  He must have supernatural 
direction and power.
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Matthew 17

1 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, 
and John his brother, led them up on a high 
mountain by themselves; 2 and He was 
transfigured before them. His face shone like 
the sun, and His clothes became as white as 
the light. 
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Supernatural Encounters

1. Unplanned, unscheduled, unexpected
2. Special invitation only
3. Revelation of God’s glory
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If God is everywhere,
why don’t we experience 
more of God’s presence?
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If God is everywhere,
why don’t we experience 
more of God’s presence?

Missed moments
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Transfigured

The Greek word for "transfigured" in Matthew 
17 is "metamorphoó" which means to 
transform (Romans 12:2) or change form - a 
profound change that reflects an inner reality, 
not just an external disguise.
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Once Concealed, Now Revealed

“For Christ to be glorious was almost a less 
matter than for him to restrain or hide his glory. 
It is forever his glory that he concealed his 
glory; and that, though he was rich, for our 
sakes he became poor.” 

- Charles Spurgeon
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Revelation of Jesus’ glory

The Transfiguration is a divine revelation of 
Jesus' glory, affirming His identity as the Son of 
God. Peter's statement reflects a desire to 
remain in this holy moment, recognizing the 
spiritual blessing of witnessing such a 
revelation.
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Matthew 17

3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them, talking with Him. 
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Luke 9:31,33
31 who (Moses and Elijah) appeared in glory and 
spoke of His (Jesus’) decease which He was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
33 Then it happened, as they were parting from 
Him, that Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good 
for us to be here; and let us make three 
tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.
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Matthew 17

4 Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, 
let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
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Supernatural Encounters

1. Unplanned, unscheduled, unexpected
2. Special invitation only
3. Revelation of God’s glory
4. Silence is golden
5. Linger but don’t try to prolong
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Why was Peter Interrupting?

A desire to prolong the encounter
A desire to serve (honor) in a practical way.
A reflex to turn awe into ceremony
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1st Century Jewish Expectation for Messiah

1. The reappearance of Elijah before “the great 
and fearful day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5).

2. A new exodus with Moses-like leadership 
(Deuteronomy 18:15).

3. The establishment of God’s dwelling with 
humanity (Ezekiel 37:27).
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Ezekiel 37:27

My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I 
will be their God, and they shall be My people.
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Matthew 17

5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a 
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear 
Him!”
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Matthew 17

5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a 
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear 
Him!”
Matthew 3:17 This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased!”
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Scriptural Evidence of the Trinity

1. God the Son (Jesus)
2. God the Holy Spirit (overshadowing cloud)
3. God the Father (voice from the cloud)
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Matthew 17

6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on 
their faces and were greatly afraid. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them and said, “Arise, and 
do not be afraid.” 8 When they had lifted up 
their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
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God Teaches the Supernatural

When we walk in a supernatural encounter, 
God reveals His power and His character to us 
that can be learned no other way.  We learn a 
sport by playing the sport.  Videos and books 
can be helpful because it helps us grow in 
knowledge but not skill.  Skill comes from 
hands-on practice.
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Matthew 17

9 Now as they came down from the mountain, 
Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the 
vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen 
from the dead.”
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Supernatural Encounters

1. Unplanned, unscheduled, unexpected
2. Special invitation only
3. Revelation of God’s glory
4. Silence is golden
5. Linger but don’t attempt to prolong
6. Confidentiality is an entrance requirement
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Limits of the Possible

“But when Jesus appears to you in his deity, the 
despair you feel at your own weakness is 
tempered by the vision of his overwhelming 
strength. In this moment, you understand that if 
you are ever going to be raised up, it must be by 
the hand of God. God can do nothing for you 
until you get to the limit of the possible.”   

- Oswald Chambers
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Why weren’t all the disciples 
invited to be on the mount of 

transfiguration?
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Different Type of Value

1. Intrinsic (Value)
the essential nature of a thing; inherent.
2. Extrinsic (Value)
not forming an essential or inherent part of a 
thing; not intrinsic
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God Gives the Elect Equal Intrinsic Value

Equal in (Intrinsic) Value, Not Equal in 
(Extrinsic) value of Calling, Giftings or 
Eternal Rewards 
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Materialists Recognize Extrinsic Value

Dogmatic materialists (and atheists) only 
recognize people’s extrinsic value 
(producers/consumers).  Those who have 
little extrinsic value (very old, the unborn, 
the disabled, lacking abilities, lacking 
resources) are “useless eaters”.
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Make Yourself Spiritually Attractive

1. Faith
2. Love
3. Meekness (Humility)
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What Meekness Means

Meekness toward others means we are gentle 
and don’t seek to retaliate when we are 
wronged.

Meekness toward God means we accept His 
dealings with us as good and seek to be yoked 
together with him.
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Isaiah 35:8

A highway shall be there, and a road, And it 
shall be called the Highway of Holiness. The 
unclean shall not pass over it, But it shall be 
for others. Whoever walks the road, although a 
fool, Shall not go astray.
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